
Burrowing Owl Species Conservation Measures and Permitting Guidelines 

Quick Reference for Realtors 
The Florida burrowing owl is a State Threatened species, and taking (e.g., harming, harassing), possessing, or 
selling burrowing owls, their nests (i.e., burrows), or eggs is prohibited without a permit (Rule 68A-27  
F.A.C.). See the Burrowing Owl Species Conservation Measure and Permitting Guidelines (Guidelines) for 
more information. 

1) What if a client has a burrowing burrow on their property or an adjacent property? 
• If the client is conducting an otherwise lawful activity (e.g., building a house), they can either take 

steps to avoid take, or, if take is unavoidable, they can seek an Incidental Take Permit.  
Property with burrowing owl burrows can be sold or bought without the need for a permit and 
without contacting the FWC. 

The FWC will not issue a permit to excavate and fill a burrow until development or building is about 
to occur on the property. 

• 

• 

2) How do I know if a permit is needed when building on the property? 
• 

• 

A permit is needed if burrows will be collapsed or blocked due to the project. 
A permit is needed if owls will be harassed during the project (see second bullet under question 5). 

3) How much does a permit cost and what are mitigation options? 
• Applying for a permit is free. However, mitigation may be necessary, as outlined in the Guidelines 

(pp 14-19). 

Mitigation options (see Guidelines pp 16-17) for most residential and commercial developments fall 
into the Category 2 in the Guidelines and include either a financial contribution or a combination of 
a financial contribution plus installation of either starter burrows or artificial burrows. 

Starter and artificial burrows shall be maintained for a minimum of three years. 

• 

• 

4) If development of the property will require excavating and filling a burrow, how is this done? 
• Landowners or their designated agents apply for a permit before construction begins at 

http://www.myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife/. 

If the permit authorizes excavating and filling a burrow, a qualified individual (see Guidelines pp 12- 
13) will scope the burrow within 48 hours of the start of project activities to determine its status. 
Timing is important because owls will often return to the site and attempt to dig another burrow. 
If the burrow is inactive (i.e., there are no eggs or flightless young), the qualified individual will 
excavate and fill the burrow. If the burrow is active (i.e., eggs or flightless young are present), the 
permittee must wait until all young are capable of flying before executing the permit. 

• 

• 

5) How can I avoid the need for a permit? 
• 

• 

Avoiding acts that can kill or injure burrowing owls or eggs (e.g., collapsing or blocking burrows) and 
Maintaining at least a 10-foot buffer during the non-breeding season (July 11-Feb. 14) and at least a 
33-foot buffer during the breeding season (Feb. 15 -July 10) around the entrance of burrows (Note: 
for projects started during the non-breeding season that unexpectedly extend into the breeding 
season, contact the FWC regarding permitting options). 

6) Examples of activities not expected to cause take for living with burrowing owls in a residential yard: 
• When maintaining a lawn, avoid mowing over burrow entrances and use light equipment (e.g., a 

weed trimmer) to maintain vegetation immediately around the burrow entrance to avoid collapse. 
Trimming grass with a weed trimmer within 10 feet of a burrow at any time of year is not expected 
to cause take, provided the action is infrequent and of short duration (< 5 min), and the person uses 
careful foot placement to avoid burrow collapse and avoids contact between equipment and owls at 
the burrow entrance. Maintaining an average vegetation height of less than 5 in. within 10 ft. of the 
burrow is ideal. Care should be taken not to trim close to the ground, which can lead to erosion. 

Use pesticides, rodenticides, insecticides, fungicides, and/or herbicides according to label 
instructions in foraging habitat, and don’t apply these products around the burrow entrance. 

Re-sodding of a lawn (outside of the breeding season) near burrows is not expected to cause take, 
as long as one leaves a 3-foot radius without sod around the burrow entrance. 

• 

• 

• 

For more detailed information, please visit myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/species-guidelines 
or call FWC’s Regional Office (Southwest Region: 863-648-3200; South Region: 561-625-5122). 

 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/species-guidelines/
http://www.myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife/

