MEMORANDUM

To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners

From: Morgan Richardson, Director, Hunting and Game Management

Date: March 28, 2019

Subject: Consent Agenda: Changes Related to Special-Opportunity Dove Hunts

Purpose:
Obtain approval of a draft area-specific rule amendment to facilitate the conversion of special-opportunity
dove hunts to limited-entry dove hunts for Caravelle Ranch Wildlife Management Area (WMA).

Summary:

A recent comparison between special-opportunity (fee-based) and limited-entry (no-cost) dove fields
revealed similarities that brought into question the need to continue the fee-based program. To provide
greater use of dove hunting opportunities and promote consistency among all limited-entry dove hunts,
Commission staff are proposing to convert all special-opportunity dove hunts to limited-entry dove hunts.
Over 2,000 dove hunters were solicited for input regarding this change via an online poll and of those
hunters responding indicated overwhelming support. There will be no loss of dove hunting opportunities
being offered to the public through these changes.

If the rule amendment is approved for both advertisement and final adoption, Commission staff will file the
rule for adoption as allowed by s. 120.54(3) Florida Statutes, without further public hearing.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the proposed rule amendment to Rule 68A-15.065, Florida Administrative Code, for advertising
and filing for adoption as soon as possible.

Staff Contact and/or Presenter:
Paul Scharine, Public Hunting Areas Program Coordinator, Division of Hunting and Game Management



