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My name is Gilbert and I’m a gopher tortoise.  

I might be small, but I serve a giant purpose. 



I carry my shell on my back and  

my underground home is called a burrow.  



My burrow is so big  

that I can share it with 

hundreds of other animals.  



Some of my friends are reptiles,  

some are amphibians, some are insects,  

and some are mammals. 



I help the plants with the things they need.  



I kick up dirt and spread their seeds. 



If there is a fire, my burrow provides  

me and my friends with safety. 



But my home has been disappearing lately.  



Humans want to build more houses and malls,  

but they don’t seem to care about me and  

my burrow buddies at all.  



If my home is destroyed,  

I won’t be able to share my burrow  

or help the plants grow.  

If my home is ruined,  

where will my buddies and I go? 



I’m thankful to have kind friends  

like you protecting me. 



Because of you, my buddies and I  

can live peacefully! 
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