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Belted Kingfisher    Ceryle alcyon  

With its rattling call, large crested head, and habit of 
perching conspicuously, the Belted Kingfisher is familiar to 
many Floridians, even those with only a casual interest in 
birds. Kingfishers breed as far north as Alaska and winter 
south to northern South America.  

Habitat. Because it usually nests in burrows dug into 
embankments, the breeding range of the Belted 
Kingfisher is limited to areas of the state containing river 
bluffs or disturbed areas, such as canal banks, borrow 
ponds, and mine sites. 
 
As their name suggests, these birds feed largely on fish, 
but they also eat insects, crayfish, frogs, young birds, 
small rodents, and berries (Howell 1932). 
 
Belted Kingfishers typically select clay or sand banks for 
breeding. Both adults dig the burrow, using their bills and 
feet. The nesting chamber is built at the end of the 
burrow and may be up to 5 m (15 ft) in length, but is 
usually 1 to 2 m (3 to 6 ft) long (Bent 1940). In this 
protected chamber, 4 or 5 unmarked white eggs are laid 
from May through July (Stevenson and Anderson 1994). 
Both adults share in incubation, which takes 23 or 24 
days. Young are fed regurgitant produced by their parents (Wheelock 1905) and fledge at about 23 days of age
One brood is raised per year. 

Seasonal Occurrence. Belted Kingfishers are resident in Florida, although more common in the Panhandle an
north Florida in summer, and central and south Florida in winter. They nest April through July. 

Status. Belted Kingfishers are rare and very local breeders in the peninsula, although more widespread and 
common in the Panhandle. While many Panhandle breeding records were probably located in natural river and 
stream banks, the majority of the confirmed breeding records outside the Panhandle were located in artificially 
created embankments. 
 
The Pasco County record, however, is difficult to explain. Two recently fledged young were observed being fed 
their parents in coastal Port Richey, an area miles from typical breeding habitats (G. Lewis, BBA data). Possibly
the birds bred in a cavity in 1 of the numerous dead Cabbage Palms in the area. Tree cavity nesting has 
previously been reported in Florida (Howell 1932), but has never been proven (Stevenson and Anderson 1994)
 
Belted Kingfishers often forage in areas far from their nesting sites; therefore, the mere presence of a bird in th
summer months does not assure local breeding. For this reason, "possible" and "probable" records shown on th
Atlas map should be used with caution because they may not reflect breeding birds. 
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