
Lake Yale Habitat Restoration
Lake County, FL 

Introduction
Lake Yale is a significant 
freshwater resource in central 
Florida and one of seven lakes 
greater than 1,000 acres in the 
Harris Chain of Lakes. The lake is 
used for fishing, waterfowl hunting, 
boating and wildlife viewing. 
Lake Yale supports a high-quality 
largemouth bass and black 

crappie fishery and hosts multiple local fishing tournaments 
each year. In 2013, the lake experienced severe drought 
conditions, which allowed thick vegetation growth on the lake 
bottom. Hurricane Irma then rapidly increased water levels, 
causing acres of this vegetation to uproot and form floating 
tussocks. These floating islands negatively impacted beneficial 
shoreline and deep-water vegetation communities by scouring 
beneficial plants and smothering desirable habitat types. 

Objectives
Reduce the volume and area coverage of floating islands 
negatively impacting desirable lake habitat

Promote conditions for the establishment of desirable 
native aquatic plant communities 

Approach
Tussock islands were removed using mechanical harvesters 
that picked up the floating vegetation and then transported the 
material to the shoreline where it is removed from the lake. The 
project was a cooperative effort of the FWC’s Aquatic Habitat 
Restoration and Enhancement Subsection and the Lake County 
Water Authority. Lake County Parks and Trails also partnered 
with the FWC to improve boat ramp access and transport 
harvested tussock material to nearby upland storage sites.   

Before Restoration

After Restoration

Benefits
Removing over 10 acres of tussocks drastically improved 
aquatic habitat on the south end of Lake Yale. Reducing the 
volume and coverage of these floating islands has created 
conditions favorable for both emergent and submersed aquatic 
vegetation to recolonize and expand. This aquatic enhancement 
project increased the lake’s recreational value for fishing, 
waterfowl hunting and wildlife viewing, while also improving 
recreational boating access.  

Done in partnership with:

Aquatic Habitat Conservation and Restoration manages, enhances, and preserves aquatic habitat in Florida for the benefit of wildlife, 
aquatic life and the people of Florida. For more information, please email AquaticHabitat@MyFWC.com.
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