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Welcome to 
bear country 

Ashley Hockenberry 

Where are Bears? 
There are over 4,000 black bears in Florida and can be 

forest lines both sides of the road. 

Bears in the Neighborhood 
Bears typically avoid people but can be lured into 
neighborhoods if they fnd easily accessible food. 

Trash – Keep secure until the morning of pickup 
by storing it in a closed garage, sturdy shed, or bear-
resistant trash can (commercial or modifed). 
Wildlife Feeders – To prevent bear damage, remove 
feeders or hang them out of reach from bears – at 
least 10 feet above the ground and 4 feet from any 
trees or structures. 

Bear range 

Tampa 

Miami 

Orlando 

Jacksonville 

Tallahassee 

found just about anywhere. This native species prefers 
forests and swamps 
with dense vegetation 
and are diffcult to 
observe in natural areas. 

Driving in Bear Country 
Bears often have to cross roads while 
searching for food or mates. 

Over 230 bears are killed by vehicle 
strikes annually in Florida. 
Reduce speeds at dawn, dusk, and dark, 
when bears are most active. 
Be wary around curves, hills, and when 
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Livestock – Chickens, pigs, goats, and beehives can 
be secured with electric fencing. 

Enjoying the Outdoors in Bear Country 
Be Alert – When walking, stop frequently, be alert, 
and look for fresh bear signs like scat, prints, or 
scratch marks on trees. 
Make Noise – Talk or whistle while hiking to let bears 
know you are there. 
Prevent Odors – When camping, bag your food, 
toothpaste, and ANYTHING else with a scent and hang 
at least 10 feet above the ground and 4 feet from any 
trees or structures. 
Keep it Separate – Don’t cook, eat, or store your food 
or other scented items in the same place you sleep. 
Protect Pets – Always keep dogs on-leash when 
walking them. If a confrontation occurs between 
your dog and a bear, do not attempt to separate them. 
Getting involved puts you and your dog at a greater 
risk of injury. Pet food can also attract bears, so keep 
it securely stored. 

Bear Encounters 
If you see a bear from a distance, enjoy the experience, 
but do not get closer. If you encounter a bear at close 
range: 

Do not turn your back, play dead, climb a tree, or 
run. Back away slowly and speak to the bear in a calm, 
assertive voice. 
Hold your ground if a bear paws the ground, clicks 
their teeth, huffs, snorts, or runs directly at you.  

Report any human-bear confict to the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
offce nearest you. 

North Central Lake City          386-758-0525 
Northeast Ocala                     352-732-1225 
Northwest Panama City          850-265-3676 
South             West Palm Beach 561-625-5122 
Southwest Lakeland          863-648-3200 

If you suspect illegal activity, call FWC’s Wildlife 
Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922). 

For more information visit: 
MyFWC.com/Bear 
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