
TRIP B-C, Burnt Bridge to FEC 
Campground (8 miles)

TRIP D, Main Street Landing 
(choose your own distance)

 Wander in a Winter Wonderland

A guide to paddling at

Fisheating Creek
Create your own adventure
Fisheating Creek winds through the remote 
marshes and woodlands of Glades and 
Highland counties, finally emptying into Lake 
Okeechobee. Whether you paddle this clear, 
tea-colored creek for an afternoon or several 
days, you’ll experience a wilderness waterway 
unlike any other in South Florida.

The Creek expands and narrows as it flows 
downstream; in places, it is as wide as a 
small lake. Other times you’ll thread through 
a cypress-lined maze, following blue blazes 
and the creek’s current to help you find your 
way. Fisheating Creek offers a seasonal feast 
for the eyes, including winter’s blazing red 
bromeliad flowers, spring’s emerald cypress 
trees, summertime swallow-tailed kites, and 
always, alligators! 

Timing your trip carefully is essential. At 
periods of low water, the creek’s upper reaches 
are impassable. In the summer, water levels 
are best but be prepared for heat, afternoon 
thunderstorms and biting insects.

The most popular stretches for paddling 
lie between Ingram’s Crossing or Burnt 
Bridge Landing and the Fisheating Creek 
Campground on U.S. 27. Our concessionaire 
will shuttle you and your gear from the 
campground to either upstream launch 
point. The creek is surrounded by private 
lands, and the two upper access sites are 
accessible only through the concessionaire 
shuttle or by paddling upstream from the 
campground. Upon launching, you may float 
and paddle up - or downstream, stopping 
wherever you wish to camp. You’ll end your 
journey back at the campground.

Launch at Ingram’s Crossing - only accessible 
by shuttle - and spend a night camping 
anywhere the ground is high enough as 
you make your way downstream to the FEC 
Campground. Or, explore the loop trail leading 
upstream to Coot Hogan Lake, if conditions 
allow. Follow blue blazes one way and yellow 
ones on return.

This pleasant day trip or leisurely overnight 
adventure from Burnt Bridge to the campground 
is only accessible by shuttle. Look for blue 
blazes on the trees as you make your way 
downstream back to the campground.

Launch here for a day’s exploration, going up 
or downstream and returning. Here you will find 
RV and tent camping, camp store, improved 
boat ramp, restroom facilities, canoe and kayak 
rental, and shuttle service. Hike a scenic 
1.25-mile loop trail along Creek beginning from 
the west side of the campground.

This location offers optional access to the 
creek when water are levels high enough, 
and a steep, unimproved boat ramp. You can 
paddle up or downstream as far as you like 
and return. Remember, the higher the water 
level, the faster the current, and paddling 
against it may be a challenge.

Paddle downstream to Lake Okeechobee where 
you’ll have excellent birdwatching opportunities 
after you arrive at the lake’s marshy edges. 
Or, explore upstream as far as the historic 
Fort Center site. Caution: These sections of 
the creek are frequented by airboats.

Take a walk on the wild side! During cooler 
winter weather, the creek may dry up north 
of Ingram’s Crossing. For a unique hiking 
adventure, shuttle to Ingram’s and follow the 
blue blazes north along the dry creek bed and 
return. Arrange for the shuttle to drop you off 
and pick you up.

Where is Fisheating Creek? 
Enter the western section of Fisheating Creek 
Wildlife Management Area at the Fisheating 
Creek Campground, 7555 U.S. Highway 27 N, 
Palmdale. 

It is not possible to travel by boat from the 
launch at the campground all the way to Lake 
Okeechobee. The driving time between the 
eastern and western portions of the WMA is 
about 30 minutes. 

To access the S.R. 78 boat ramp on the 
eastern side of the creek: from U.S. 27, 
travel north 6.5 miles on S.R. 78.  

What does it cost to visit?
Visit Fisheatingcreekoutpost.com, or call 
863-675-5999 for current canoe/kayak rental 
fees,shuttle service charges, and to reserve 
campsites. A day-use fee is charged at the 
campground. There is no charge to launch 
at the Mainstreet boat ramp or S.R. 78 boat 
ramp on the eastern portion of the wildlife 
management area. To learn more visit 
MyFWC.com/Recreation.

Area lodging and attractions:
Glades County Tourism
863-946-0300 
VisitGlades.org

Okeechobee Tourism
(863) 357-6246 
www.co.okeechobee.fl.us/departments/
tourist-development

Know how low before you go
Check the creek’s water level before you 
paddle. Recommended levels are: 2 feet or 
more for canoes, and 1.5 feet or more for 
kayaks. At water levels lower than this, or high 
levels above 7 feet, the concessionaire cannot 
run shuttles. Visit Fisheatingcreekoutpost.com 
or call 863-675-5999. Plan a minimum of 2 
mph paddling. High or low water levels can vary 
this estimate considerably.

Safety equipment check list
 Life jacket with a whistle for distress signal
 First aid kit, insect repellent, sunscreen, hat
 Flashlight and extra batteries
 GPS unit or phone app
 Compass and map (know how to use them!)
 Cell phone in a waterproof container 

Play it safe
 Wear your life jacket with whistle attached
 Let someone know your plans-where you 

 are going and when you expect to be off 
 the water
 Paddle with a friend or in a group
 Watch for airboats if you put in at the 

 S.R. 78 boat ramp. Stay to the right and turn 
 your bow into the wake. Wave your paddle 
 over your head if airboats can’t see you 
 around blind corners with high vegetation. 

Respect property and wildlife
 Bury human waste at least 6-8 inches deep 

 at least 100 feet away from the water
 Don’t cut living trees
 Don’t feed wild animals; animals that are 

 used to human foods can become dangerous
 Use caution with campfires; extinguish when 

 leaving campsite
 Be aware of private land; avoid trespassing

What about the gators?
Fisheating Creek is the realm of the alligator. 
Follow these safety tips when paddling here:
 If you choose to swim in the creek be 

 very cautious.
 Keep children and pets at least 10 feet away 

 from the water’s edge.
 Never feed alligators. When fed, they 

 associate humans with food and may 
 become aggressive.
 If you come upon an alligator, stop, back up 

 and give it time and space to swim away.

TRIP A-C, Ingram’s Crossing to FEC 
Campground (16 miles)

TRIP C, Fisheating Creek Campground  
(choose your own distance)

TRIP E, State Road 78 BOAT RAMP  
(2 miles from ramp to lake)
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