
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Application and Checklist for 

Airboat Operator Course Provider 

 

 

___ New 

___ Renewal 

 

Name   ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address   _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Address   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone   ___________________________________   Cell Phone   ________________________________ 

I certify that the information provided is true and correct. I agree to adhere to the provisions of Chapter 327.391 Florida 
Statutes and 68D-35.001 Florida Administrative Rule, and the rules and regulations of the Commission pertaining to the 
Airboat Operator Course. I understand that my facilities and records may be subject to inspection as allowed by Florida 
Statutes and rules.  
 
 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Owner Name (Please Print)      Owner Name (Signature)         Date 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
OFFICIAL STATE USE ONLY BELOW THIS LINE THIS PAGE ONLY 

 
Submission Date:   _________       Final Review Date:   _________ 
 
 

 Meets State Requirements 
 

 Does Not Meet State Requirements 
 
 
Reviewer comments:______________________       

_______________________________________      

_______________________________________                                           

 
  
 
___________________________________ 
FWC Reviewer Signature          Date 
 



CHECKLIST: 
 

___ Two Complete Copies of Course Documents ( 1 electronic and 1 printed copy) 

___ Final Exam  

___ Lesson Plans  

___ Syllabus/Course Outline 

___ List of Course Objectives 

___ On-the-Water Practicals 

___ Total Hours 

___ Example of Certificate 

___ Airboat Operator Workbook/Text (all added information highlighted) 

___ Florida-Specific Standards 

___ Transitions Practical 

___ FWC Development Manual was used 

 

LESSON PLANS – One for Each Chapter in the Workbook/Text 
Each lesson plan must include the following information: 
 

AIRBOAT 

ORIENTATION: 

___Subject 

___References 

___Objectives 

___Safety  
Considerations 

___Assessment 

___Procedure 

___Instructor 
Actions 

___Desired 

Student Outcome 

 

 

MAINTENANCE: 

___Subject 

___References 

___Objectives 

___Safety 
Considerations 

___Assessment 

___Procedure 

___Instructor 
Actions 

___Desired 

Student Outcome 

 

 

 

REQUIRED 

RECOMMENDED 

EQUIPMENT: 

___Subject 

___References 

___Objectives 

___Safety 
Considerations 

___Assessment 

___Procedure 

___Instructor 
Actions 

___Desired 

Student Outcome 

 

 

OPERATING 

AIRBOATS: 

___Subject 

___References 

___Objectives 

___Safety 
Considerations 

___Assessment 

___Procedure 

___Instructor 
Actions 

___Desired 

Student Outcome 

 

 

PRACTICAL 

EXERCISES: 

___Subject 

___References 

___Objectives 

___Safety 
Considerations 

___Assessment 

___Procedure 

___Instructor 
Actions 

___Desired 

Student Outcome 



 
Additional Chapters Added (if necessary): 
Fill in name of chapter 

_______________________________  ___Subject    ___References   ___Objectives   ___Safety Considerations 

___Assessment   ___Procedure   ___Instructor Actions   ___Desired Student Outcome 

_______________________________ ___Subject    ___References   ___Objectives   ___Safety Considerations 

___Assessment   ___Procedure   ___Instructor Actions   ___Desired Student Outcome 

_______________________________ ___Subject    ___References   ___Objectives   ___Safety Considerations 

___Assessment   ___Procedure   ___Instructor Actions   ___Desired Student Outcome
  

FINAL EXAM with STATE-SPECIFIC TEST QUESTIONS 
The course will identify a minimum of ten Florida specific questions and corresponding answers to be used as a part of the final 
exam for the course.  The exam must be at least 50 Questions with 10 Florida-specific.  All answers must be highlighted. 
 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

SYLLABUS/COURSE OUTLINE: 
Each outline must include a breakdown of 24 hours total instruction time to include: 
 
___ 8 hours of classroom instruction/written testing  
 
___ 14 hours of on the water instruction, practice, and testing of operational practicals with a student to instructor ratio of 

3:1 maximum for the on-the-water instruction and each student has 4 hours of individual operating time 
 
___      2 hours to be used at your discretion; you must detail how the two hours are used 

 

LIST OF COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

 

 

 



 
ON-THE-WATER PRACTICALS: 

___ Shallow water operation 
 
___ Deep water operation 
 
___ Docking 
 
___ Beaching 
 
___ Transitions from water to land and back to water - you will need to create and add this practical to the workbook/text 

  Page: ______   

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

CERTIFICATE EXAMPLE: 

___ Name of course provider 

___ Date of issue 

___ Student’s first name, middle initial, and last name 

___ Student’s date of birth 

___  Student’s current mailing address 

___ Examination score 

___ Examination date 

___ Primary instructor for the classroom and on the water 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
TOPICS REQUIRED TO BE ADDED TO THE FWC DEVELOPMENT MANUAL 

 

TOPIC 1: Florida Specific Boating Requirements 
The course will describe Florida’s boating requirements to include, but not be limited to: 

Anyone born on or after January 1, 1988, who operates a vessel powered by 10 horsepower or more must pass an approved 

boating safety education course and have in their possession photographic ID and a boating safety education ID card issued 

by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

A child under the age of six must wear a USCG approved life jacket while onboard a airboat under 26 feet in length while the 

vessel is underway. “Underway” is defined as anytime except when the vessel is anchored, moored, made fast to the shore, 

or aground. 

Airboats must have an automotive style muffler, underwater exhaust, or other manufactured device capable of adequately 

muffling engine exhaust. 

Airboats are required to display a flag, at least 10” by 12” in size and international orange in color, at a height of at least 10 feet 

above the bottom of the boat. 

The registration numbers assigned to the airboat should be placed on each side of the forward half of the vessel in such 

position as to provide clear legibility for identification, or airboat numbers can be placed on each side of the rudder. 

Anyone who is convicted of a criminal boating violation, any boating infraction resulting in a reportable boating accident, or 

two non-criminal boating safety violations within a 12-month period must and successfully complete an approved boating 

safety course in a classroom setting or online.  For persons convicted of criminal boating offense or boating infraction resulting 

in a reportable boating accident, a violator’s course must also be completed in addition to the approved boating safety course.  

Proof of completion of the course(s) must be filed with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

(Correspondence courses do not meet this requirement for the approved boating safety course.) The violator’s privilege to 

operate a vessel in the state will be suspended until proof of course completion is filed. 

Where topic is addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no  

 

 
 
 
 



 
TOPIC 2: Equipment Requirements 
The course will describe Florida’s adoption of the federal equipment requirements to include, but not be limited to: 

Florida law requires the owner and/or operator of an airboat is responsible to carry, store, maintain, and use the safety 
equipment required by the federal safety equipment requirements adopted by the U.S. Coast Guard this applies to both 
recreation and commercial use. 

Life jackets must be US coast Guard approved in good condition, be the proper size for the intended wearer, and very 
importantly, be readily accessible. 

All vessels are required to have a Type B, US coast Guard approved fire extinguisher(s) on board. 

All vessels are required to carry an effective sound-producing device that is audible for at least one-half mile. 

Navigation lights help you and other boaters determine which is the give-way vessel when encountering each other at night.  
These lights must be displayed from sunset to sunrise and during periods of restricted visibility, such as fog.  The four types of 
common navigation lights are sidelights, sternlight, masthead light, and all-round white light. 

Visual distress signals (VDS) allow vessel operators to signal for help in the event of an emergency.  VDS are classified as day 
signals, night signals, or both.  VDS are either pyrotechnic or non-pyrotechnic.  VDS must be US Coast Guard approved, in 
serviceable condition, and readily accessible.  Pyrotechnic VDS must be dated.  A minimum of three unexpired VDS must be 
carried in the vessel.  Know what combination of VDS can be carried onboard your vessel. 

Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 3: Ecosystem Awareness 
The course will describe ecosystem awareness information to include, but not be limited to: 

Operators need to be aware of Critical Wildlife Areas, manatee zones, shallow areas, and choke points, especially if they are 
operating in areas they don’t normally operate. 

Operators should do their best to protect natural resources and not needlessly disturb wildlife. 

Operators should know their local waterway and those they intend to operate in. 

 

 



 
Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 4: Boating Accident Requirements 
The course will describe Florida’s boating accident reporting requirement to include, but not be limited to: 

The operator of a vessel involved in a boating accident where there is personal injury beyond immediate first-aid, death, 
disappearance of any person under circumstances which indicate death or injury, or if there is damage to the vessel(s) and/or 
personal property of at least $2000, must, by the quickest means possible, give notice to one of the following: the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the sheriff of the county in which the accident occurred, or the police chief of the 
municipality in which the accident occurred, if applicable. 

It is unlawful for any person operating a vessel involved in a boating accident to leave the scene without giving all possible aid 

to the involved persons and without reporting the accident to the FWC, Sheriff or police department.  

Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 5: Problems Seeing Other Airboats and Being Seen by Them 
The course will describe problems seeing and being seen by other airboats to include, but not be limited to: 
 
Understand how navigating through any waterbody that has sight limitations; vegetation, trees, sharp turn in the channel or 
river, etc. can obstruct navigation as well as the ability to see other vessels. 
 



 
Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 6: Boating Restricted Areas and Regulatory Markers 
The course will describe Florida’s boating restricted areas and regulatory markers to include, but not limited to Idle Speed, Slow 
Speed, and mile per hour restrictions: 
 

Understand the difference between Idle Speed or No Wake and Slow Speed or Minimum Wake, and that with each the vessel 
should be fully settled in the water. 
 
Be aware of any MPH restricted zones. 
 
Operators should be aware of any local ordinances that restrict airboats. 
 
Know what vessel exclusion areas, such as swim areas, are and how they are marked. 
 
Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

 
 
 
 



 
TOPIC 7: Operator Responsibility, Courtesy, and Good Judgement on the Water 
The course will describe Florida’s operator responsibility (ethics), courtesy, and good judgement on the water to include, but not 
be limited to: 
 

Respect the right of everyone to enjoy Florida’s waterways. 
 
Learn and observe all state boating regulations, navigation rules, and airboat safety equipment requirements. 
 
Recognize the noise generated from an airboat propeller and engine exhaust system may annoy others. 
 
Operate at a slow speed on or near boat ramps and move away an adequate distance before powering up, and where possible 
no power loading. 
 
Use slow speed to reduce noise near residential and public use areas; being extra cautious to reduce sound levels during 
nighttime hours. 
 
Protect natural resources and do not needlessly disturb wildlife. 
 
Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 8: Avoiding Careless, Reckless, and Negligent Operation of Airboats 
The course will describe avoiding careless, reckless, and negligent operation of airboats to include, but not limited to: 

An airboat’s essentially flat bottom and characteristic high center of gravity make it more susceptible to capsizing than 
conventional watercraft. 

It is unlawful to operate an airboat in a reckless or dangerous manner. 

Avoid operating in restricted areas without regard for other vessels or people, posted speeds and wake restrictions, divers-
down flags, etc. 

If no speeds are posted, you should operate the airboat so that it does not endanger others. 

Safe airboat speed always should be maintained to keep throttle or power in reserve for evasive maneuvers and so that the 
airboat can be stopped safely. 

Keep a sharp lookout for submerged objects, such as debris, shoals, or stumps.  



 
Where standards are addressed:  

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 9: Effects of Alcohol, Controlled Substances, and Stressors 
The course will describe effects of alcohol, controlled substances, and stressors to include, but not be limited to: 

Alcohol causes dehydration of the body. 

Alcohol can reduce your ability to distinguish colors, especially green and red. 

Alcohol and/or controlled substances make it difficult for you to pay attention and perform multiple tasks. 

It takes less alcohol and/or controlled substances when combined with stressors to impair an operator’s judgement and 
reaction time which impacts their ability to operate safely. 

The glare and heat of the sun, along with the motion of the vessel caused by the wind and the waves and the noise and 
vibration of the engine, have a large impact on your body that you may not even realize.  These natural stressors make you tire 
more rapidly when on the water regardless of age or level of fitness. 
 
Where standards are addressed:  
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

 



 
TOPIC 10: Navigation Rules  
The course will describe Florida’s navigation rules requirement to include, but not limited to maintaining proper lookout, safe 
speed, and requirements of give way or stand on airboats: 

Learn and observe navigation rules. 

Know the difference between a give-way vessel and a stand-on vessel. 

Keep a proper lookout. 

Maintain a safe speed and operate defensively. 
 
Where standards are addressed:  
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 11: Aids to Navigation 
The course will describe Florida’s aids to navigation regulations to include, but not limited to buoys and other waterway 
markers: 
 
Lateral markers mark the edge of safe water areas.  The markers use a combination of colors and numbers, which may appear 
on either buoys or permanently placed markers.  The colors and numbers have the same meaning regardless of the kind of 
buoy or marker on which they appear.  Red color and even numbers mark the edge of the channel on the starboard side as you 
enter from open sea or head upstream.  Green color and odd numbers mark the edge of the channel on the port side as you 
enter from open sea or head upstream.  Numbers usually will increase consecutively as you return from the open sea or head 
upstream.  Red and green colors or lights are placed at the junction of two channels to indicate the primary channel when a 
channel splits.  If green is on top, the primary channel is to the right.  If red, it is to the left.  Nun buoys are red, even 
numbered, and cone-shaped.  Can buoys are green, odd numbered, and cylindrical-shaped. 
 
Non-lateral markers give information other than the edges of safe water areas.  The most common are regulatory markers that 
are white and use orange markings and black lettering.  These markers are found on lakes and rivers and are used to give 
direction and information, warn of hazards and obstructions, mark controlled areas, and mark exclusion areas.  Squares 
provide information such as places to find food, supplies, and repairs; and they give directions, distances, and other non-
regulatory information.  Diamonds warn of dangers such as rocks, shoals, construction, dams, or stumps.  Circles indicate a 
controlled area.  Crossed diamonds indicate areas off-limits to all vessels. 
 
 
 
 



 
Where standards are addressed:  
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 12: Awareness of Changes in Weather or Water Conditions and Proper Responses to Those Changes 
The course will describe awareness of changes in Florida’s weather or water conditions and proper responses to those changes 
to include, but not be limited to: 
 
Weather can change very rapidly and create unexpected emergencies for airboats.  You should always watch for changes in the 
weather/tide and monitor the weather/tide forecast. 
 
Operators should always be aware of water conditions, tidal influence, rain/highwater in rivers, and wave actions and their 
impact on the proper operation of airboats. 
 
Watch for wind direction shifts, which usually indicate a weather change.  Windy conditions require a higher degree of 
operator attention as the airboat will work harder and respond differently in windy conditions. 
 
Watch for lightning and rough water.  Head toward the nearest shore if a thunderstorm is approaching. 
 
Where standards are addressed: 
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

 



 
TOPIC 13: Boating Accidents 
The course will describe boating accidents to include causes and prevention of airboat accidents: 

Primary accident causes for commercial airboats are excessive speed and operator inattention. 

Primary accident types for commercial airboats are collision with fixed object and collision with vessel. 

Prevent and prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone falling overboard by not overloading the airboat, slowing the airboat 
appropriately when turning, and don’t risk your passengers in rough water conditions or bad weather. 

Be aware of striking underwater objects in shallow water or while entering/exiting the water. 

If you capsize, swamp, or fall overboard; stay with your airboat, take a head count, try to reboard, don’t panic if the airboat 
sinks or floats away. 

If someone falls over immediately reduce speed, turn around; if necessary, stop engine and locate person. 
 
Where standard is addressed:  
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 

TOPIC 14: Noises, Nuisances, Environmental and Other Operational Concerns 
The course will describe noise, nuisances, environmental and other operational concerns to include, but not be limited to: 

Most of the sound and prop wash are direct behind the boat, operators should be aware of what or who is behind them and 
the potential to aim prop wash against others. 

Use slow speed to reduce noise near residential and public use areas; being extra cautious to reduce sound levels during 
nighttime hours. 
 
Where standard is addressed:  
 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 



 
Page: ______  Paragraph: ______ 

 

Reviewer comments:______________________      Meets standard? 

_______________________________________     State reviewer:           ___     ___ 

_______________________________________                                           yes           no 

 
 


