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Best genetics:
• 3rd Cycle Atlantic
 Coastal loblolly
• Elite loblolly and
 slash
• MCP loblolly
• 2.0 Select loblolly
 and slash
• Largest selection of
 2.0 gen. loblolly and 
 slash families 
 available

Excellent Survival, Excellent Service, Excellent Results

 SuperTree Seedlings, the world's largest producer of forest tree seedlings, has been providing quality seedlings for a 
variety of uses for over a quarter of a century. Producing over 290 million pine seedlings every year, our nursery system 
and distribution network allow us to supply tree seedlings throughout the southern United States.

The best just got better
 We are now offering 3rd cycle pine SuperTree Seedlings that are suited for the Atlantic Coastal region of the southern 
United States. In addition, we have identified Elite seedlings that exhibit 40% or greater growth gain. For the first time, we 
are also offering seedlings from known top performing families. Superior genetics and 
SuperTree features translate into increased growth and improved survival, putting more money in your pocket sooner.

SuperTree Seedlings, an Excellent choice.

For a product catalog, more information, or to place an order, please call 888-888-7158.         

Nurseries & Orchards

 Supertree Seedlings are readily available and arrive fresh with our on-time delivery, multiple pick-up options 
and quality packaging. Customer specifications and contract growing are available.

 MCP (Mass Controlled Pollinated) 

O v e r  8 0  S p e c i e s
Av a i l a b l e  F o r :

• Wildlife Food
and Habitat

• Wetland Mitigation/
Restoration

• Mine Reclamation
• Reforestation

Excellent Survival, Excellent Service, Excellent Results
 For more than a quarter of a century, SuperTree Seedlings has been the leader in tree seedling production bringing 
our customers the highest quality reforestation stock along with the utmost levels of service and support in the industry. 
Producing over 10 million hardwood and shrub seedlings every year, our nursery system and distribution network allow us 
to supply tree seedlings throughout the eastern half of the United States.

Hardwood SuperTree Seedlings
 Site Specific Selection – seed sources to meet the geographic needs of our customers.
 Cost-Share Programs – approved for use in state and federal cost-share programs.
 Wildlife Habitat – hardwood and shrub seedlings targeted at almost 200 animal species.
 Wetland Mitigation/Restoration – shrub and hardwood species grown to meet various specifications, requirements  
 and challenges.
 Mine Reclamation – hardwood seedlings cultured to survive and grow well in extreme environments.

SuperTree Seedlings, an Excellent choice.

For a product catalog, more information, or to place an order, please call 888-888-7158.        

Nurseries & Orchards
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When you pay a premium 
for your coverages, 

you should expect the 
best in service. 

‘Value Added Service’ – 
that’s what we are all about.

Please Contact –

Davis-Garvin Agency Inc.
Attn: Brent Johnson

P.O. Box 21627
Columbia, SC  29221

Tel. / Fax:
850-997-2156

✔ Workers’ 
Compensation

✔ General Liability

✔ Auto Liability

✔ Auto Physical 
Damage

✔ Equipment 
Coverage

✔ Umbrella 
Liability

✔ Life & Health 
Insurance

✔ Hunt Club 
Insurance

✔ Standing Timber

✔ Bonds

GCR Tire Centers
7500 Commonwealth Ave.

Jacksonville, FL  32220
(904) 786-8550  (800) 874-2370

Talk to the Certifi ed Firestone Forestry Tire Dealer near you.

www.fi restoneag.com
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W
hen it comes to 
publ ic  opinion 
about Flor ida’s 
future, one com-
mon thread runs 

deep: Our state’s water resourc-
es are threatened now like never 
before. Another fact not as widely 
known in public circles is that our 
ability to protect Florida’s water 
is greatly enhanced when best 
management practices (BMPs) are 
followed. 

Florida BMPs for forestry are 
designed to minimize the impacts 
that forestry activities can have on 
soil and streams. A 98.6 percent 
compliance level from the latest 
survey continues to illustrate a 
strong commitment on the part 
of Florida’s forestry community to 
protect the state’s natural water 
resources. 

What this means for our beloved 
state is profound. In addition to 
the economic value our forests 
provide, we can be equally proud 
of the environmental contribution 
we make to protect our valued 
water resources. That is important 
to Florida and its future. 

A special thanks to the water-
shed forestry team at the Florida 
Division of Forestry. It is through 
its leadership and the participation 
of landowners, loggers and forest-
ers that these principles are put 
into practice. The full story can be 
found on page 8.

Other articles in this issue of 
Florida Forests are also dedicated to 
putting principles into practice:

•  Relocation has rewards. See 
how landowners can be paid 
to help protect the gopher 
tortoise on page 11. 

•  As local government looks 
for more revenue, nothing is 
sacred. Help your property 
appraiser understand bona 
fide forest practices to pro-
tect your Greenbelt tax break 
on page 15.

•  Bright, energetic and solid 
leadership is an asset to any 
organization. Meet the next 
generation of forestry leaders 
on page 17.

Much of the sustain ability of 
Florida’s ecosystem is the result of 
stewardship that has been demon-
strated over the past 85 years by 

the members of the Florida Forest-
ry Association. Working together, 
we continue to promote practices 
that will enhance this special place 
we call Florida. 

Be proud! When it comes to 
stewardship of our forest and 
water resources, nobody does it 
better than you do!

Go  Site-Seeing! www.fl oridaforest.org

Between 
the Lines

By Jeff Doran
Executive Vice President

Nobody Does It Better!

Be proud! When it 
comes to stewardship 
of our forest and 
water resources, 
nobody does it 
better than you do!

In addition to the economic value our 
forests provide, we can be equally proud 
of the environmental contribution we make 
to protect our valued water resources. 
That is important to Florida and its future.
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As most readers of Florida Forests know, 
intensive forestry operations can leave 
timberland vulnerable to the erosive 
effects of wind and rain, perhaps leading 
to the discharge of sediment and other 

pollutants into nearby water bodies. Such discharges, 
occurring as a result of agricultural activities – includ-
ing forestry – where there is no singular discharge 
point, are referred to as “nonpoint source pollution” 
and are regulated by the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the Florida water manage-
ment districts.

Florida’s Silviculture Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) Program is directed primarily at preventing 
nonpoint source pollution associated with forestry 
operations. The program was initiated with the devel-
opment of the state’s fi rst “Silviculture Best Manage-
ment Practices Manual” in 1979. The Florida Division of 
Forestry is the agency responsible for the development, 
implementation and monitoring of silviculture BMPs 
throughout the state.

Since 1981, the Division has monitored forestry 
operations for BMP compliance by conducting biennial 
implementation surveys statewide. Compliance levels 
in surveys over the years illustrate a strong commitment 
on the part of Florida’s forestry community to protect 
the state’s natural water resources (Figure 1). 

Implementation of silviculture BMPs in Florida is pri-
marily done under an educational format designed to 
transfer BMP technology to forest practitioners through 
workshops and fi eld demonstrations. The implemen-
tation program is ongoing, with workshops routinely 
provided upon request or as deemed necessary based 
on monitoring results. DOF personnel conduct 25 to 30 
workshops/demonstrations annually, involving approx-
imately 750 participants per year. In addition, the DOF 
provides BMP training directly to loggers through 
the Florida Forestry Association’s Master Logger Pro-
gram and through the Southeastern Wood Producers 
Association. To date, approximately 496 loggers have 
become Master Loggers, of which 30 have obtained 
Master Logger +Plus status.

During the summer and fall of 2007, the Division of 
Forestry completed its 14th BMP implementation sur-
vey. The Division evaluated 4,718 practices on 213 indi-
vidual forestry operations (sites). This article highlights 
some of the fi ndings of that survey. 

Procedure
As with past surveys, the sample size for the 2007 

survey was determined by the extent of forestry activi-
ties reported for each county in the U.S. Forest Service’s 
inventory bulletin, “Forest Statistics for Florida.” The num-
ber of survey sites assigned to a county was directly pro-
portional to the timber removal reported for that county 
during the 10-year period since the last inventory. 

Sites were selected at random by Division of Forestry 
personnel from fi xed-wing aircraft fl ying established 
fl ight patterns over each county. To qualify as a can-
didate for the survey, bona fi de forestry operations on 

Results of Florida’s 
2007 BMP 
Implementation Survey
By Roy Lima
Watershed Forester, Forest Hydrology Section
Florida Division of Forestry
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Compliance levels in surveys 
over the years illustrate a strong 
commitment on the part of Florida’s 
forestry community to protect the 
state’s natural water resources.
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the site must have been conducted adjacent to surface 
water bodies or near or within forested wetlands within 
the last two years. 

After being selected and verifi ed for the survey, each 
site was evaluated for compliance with all applicable 
BMPs. The evaluation was conducted in the fi eld by 
professionally trained BMP foresters with oversight by 
the DOF’s watershed forester and forest hydrologist. 
The BMP foresters were responsible for contacting land-
owners prior to visiting each site to secure access and 
to solicit their participation in the survey. Actual fi eld 
evaluations were conducted only on those 2007 survey 
sites that met the selection criteria and where silviculture 
activities were bona fi de and ongoing or completed. 

For the fi rst time, timber harvesting associated with 
land-clearing operations intended for development or 
other non-forestry land uses were included in the survey. 
The process of evaluating each site involved observing 
as much of the treated area as possible and completing 
the survey fi eld questionnaire. The questionnaire con-
sists of 139 specifi c, yes-or-no questions directly related 
to BMP implementation. All answers were based on 
physical on-site evidence, with no assumptions made 
about future activities. 

Each incidence of noncompliance at the practice 
level was further evaluated in terms of “signifi cant 
risk” for water pollution. Where a signifi cant risk was 
identifi ed, the surveyor made recommendations to the 
landowner for corrective measures. After a reasonable 
period of time, a follow-up site evaluation was made to 
assess compliance with recommendations. 

Of the 4,718 practices evaluated, 1.4 percent were 
not in compliance. The 2007 survey reported three 
instances of signifi cant risk. Figure 2 shows the number 
of signifi cant risks, by survey, since 1995.

Results
As previously mentioned, the 2007 BMPs implemen-

tation survey evaluated 4,718 practices on 213 sites 
in 47 Florida counties. Of the 213 sites evaluated, 83 
belonged to non-industrial, private landowners, 103 
were found on industrial land and 27 occurred on pub-
lic lands (Figure 3). 

The highest overall compliance level among owner-
ships was on public lands, at 99.2 percent compliance, 
with industrial and private, non-industrial lands follow-
ing at 99.1 percent and 98.2 percent. 

The overall compliance for individual sites ranged 
from 83 percent to 100 percent, with a statewide aver-
age of 98.6 percent. One hundred and seventy-fi ve of 
the 213 survey sites were found in full compliance (100 
percent) with BMP overall. Thirty-four sites scored an 
overall compliance level of 90 percent to 99 percent, 
and four sites scored between 80 percent and 89 per-
cent. No sites scored below 80 percent.

Eighty-nine percent of all water resource features 
reported in the survey were streams. Fifty perennial 
streams and 45 intermittent streams were evaluated for 
SMZ compliance on 95 sites in the 2007 survey. As in 
past surveys, the perennial stream category was domi-
nated by streams less than 20 feet wide, which require 
a minimum 35-foot Primary Zone. For 2007, the actual 
measured Primary Zone widths for streams of this size 
ranged from 20 to 700 feet, with an average width of 
114 feet. For perennial streams, the survey reported 32.3 
total stream miles meeting Primary Zone requirements. 
Forest-industry lands accounted for 17.9 miles, with PNIF 
and public lands accounting for 10.2 and 12.1 miles. The 
total area reported as being under Primary Zone man-
agement for 2007 was 420 acres, and 66 percent of all 
SMZs evaluated were on small, fi rst-order streams.

The 2007 survey showed a continuing high imple-
mentation rate of silviculture BMPs in Florida. This is 
attributed to the distribution of more than 50,000 silvi-
culture BMP manuals since 1993, the cooperative edu-
cational outreach to the forestry community through 
DOF workshops and demonstrations and the quality of 
forest landowners, operators and professional foresters 
who make up the state’s forestry community.  ■

NOTE: The 2007 Implementation Survey Report is a detailed 
report of compliance levels in all 14 BMP categories and 
is available from the Division of Forestry by phone at 
(850) 414-9934 or by e-mail at limar@doacs.state.fl .us.
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A new membership
brochure tells who we are 
and what we do.  Let us 
know how many you need 
to help grow the Florida 
Forestry Association!  
 
Prospective members can 
now join online.  

 
www.floridaforest.org 
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T
he gopher tortoise was 
listed as a threatened spe-
cies in Florida in Novem-
ber following the Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conserva-

tion Commission’s approval of the 
Gopher Tortoise Management Plan. 
Gopher tortoises are moderately 
sized, terrestrial turtles averaging 
nine to 11 inches in length. The 
species is identified by its stumpy, 
elephantine hind feet and flattened, 
shovel-like forelimbs adapted for 
digging. 

The shell is oblong and gener-
ally tan, brown or gray. The gopher 
tortoise occurs in the southeastern 
Coastal Plain from southeastern 
South Carolina to extreme south-
eastern Louisiana. The gopher 
tortoise is endemic to the United 
States, and Florida represents the 
largest portion of the total global 
range of the species. Gopher tor-
toises remain widely distributed in 
Florida, occurring in parts of all 67 
counties. 

The gopher tortoise typically 
inhabits uplands, especially those 
with relatively well-drained, sandy 
soils. It generally is associated 
with longleaf pine and xeric oak 
sandhills but also occurs in scrub, 
xeric hammock, pine fl atwoods, 
dry prairie, coastal grasslands and 
dunes, mixed hardwood-pine com-
munities and a variety of disturbed 

The Gopher Tortoise

By Deborah Burr, Gopher Tortoise Plan Coordinator
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

At Home in 
Florida’s Forests
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habitats. Gopher tortoises excavate 
burrows that average 14 feet in 
length and six feet in depth. These 
burrows, which provide protection 
from temperature extremes, mois-
ture loss and predators, serve as 
refuges for 350 to 400 other spe-
cies called “commensals,” including 
listed species such as the gopher 
frog, eastern indigo snake, Florida 
pine snake and Florida mouse. 

Gopher tortoises feed primar-
ily on broadleaf grasses, wiregrass, 
grass-like asters, legumes and 
fruits. 

The primary threat to gopher tor-
toises in Florida is habitat destruc-
tion, fragmentation and degrada-
tion, particularly from urbanization 
and development, agriculture and 
phosphate/heavy metals mining. 
Formerly large tortoise popula-
tions in the northern peninsula 
have been depleted by agriculture, 
human predation and increasing 
development. The degradation 
of tortoise habitat on silvicultural 
lands occurs when the canopy of 

pine plantations becomes closed 
and little or no understory forage is 
available to tortoises. 

Site preparation associated with 
pine silviculture reduces native 
ground cover, and a lack of prescribed 
fi re and natural fi res also results in 
canopy closure and reduced tortoise 
forage plants. Local isolated popula-
tions of gopher tortoises may per-
sist for decades in overgrown habi-
tat, but recruitment of young into 
these populations declines as the 
canopy increases and habitat quality 
decreases.

The Gopher Tortoise Manage-
ment Plan was developed with 
active participation and review by 
numerous interested stakeholders, 
including representatives of agri-
culture, forestry, mining and devel-
opment, as well as conservation, 
research, animal advocacy, land 
owners and local governments. 
The overarching conservation goal 
of the plan is “to restore and main-
tain secure, viable populations of 
gopher tortoises throughout the 

species’ current range in Florida by 
addressing habitat loss.” The plan 
proposes four measurable objec-
tives to achieve the goal:

•  Optimize gopher tortoise car-
rying capacity by appropriate 
habitat management on pro-
tected lands.

•  Increase protected gopher 
habitat by both state acqui-
sition and voluntary, private 
conservation easement.

•  Restock tortoises to protected 
and managed habitat where 
they are depleted.

•  Decrease tortoise mortality 
on lands proposed for deve-
lopment.

The plan outlines detailed provi-
sions for permits required to relocate 
tortoises, coordination with local 
government, habitat preservation 
and management, monitoring, edu-
cation and outreach and research. 
As stewards of some of America’s 
most treasured natural resources, 
private landowners also play a key 
role in conserving wildlife. 

When it comes to trucks, no one off ers you more.
           NEW AND PRE-OWNED SALES  PARTS   SERVICE    BODY SHOP   FINANCING   INSURANCE

Rush Truck Center - Jacksonville
5175 W. Beaver Street, Jacksonville, Florida  32254

888-783-6170
www.rushtruckcenters.com

309701_Rush.indd   1 1/2/07   8:46:25 AM
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Several elements of the plan are 
of direct interest and application to 
forestry landowners. First, the plan 
integrates FWC’s previous policy in 
regard to agriculture and forestry, 
specifying that “gopher tortoise or 
gopher tortoise burrow permits are 
not required to conduct agricultur-
al activities, silvicultural activities 
or activities intended to improve 
native wildlife habitat.”

Second, landowners may elect to 
have their land certifi ed as a gopher 
tortoise recipient site. Recipient 
sites are where tortoises displaced 
by development will be relocated 
under the new permitting guide-
lines. The objective of the (long-
term protected) recipient site pro-
gram is to provide the highest level 
of long-term security for the gopher 
tortoise and its habitat on certifi ed 
recipient sites. These recipient sites 
will be evaluated based on tortoise 
habitat attributes, such as those 
containing well-drained soils, open 
or sparse tree canopy or a healthy 
groundcover of herbaceous plants. 

Habitat criteria necessary for higher 
stocking densities are outlined in 
the recently approved gopher tor-
toise permitting guidelines.

The new permit system will 
require smaller mitigation contribu-
tions from permittees (donors) who 
relocate tortoises to protected lands. 
This economic incentive should help 

guide developers toward mitigation 
that provides long-term conserva-
tion benefi ts. The plan also incorpo-
rates a market-driven process where 
the relocation of tortoises will be a 
potential revenue source for land-
owners and an incentive to effec-
tive protection and management of 
upland green space. 

The FWC administers or assists 
other agencies with the applica-
tion of several landowner incen-
tive programs to achieve wildlife 
conservation goals. Together, these 
programs make several million dol-
lars available each year to land-
owners as cost share for specifi ed 
expenditures associated with the 

landowners’ voluntary participa-
tion in wildlife conservation and 
management on private lands. The 
FWC coordinates internally with its 
landowner assistance program to 
enhance the application of these 
programs on appropriate privately 
owned uplands for gopher tortoise 
conservation. 

The plan outlines detailed provisions for 
permits required to relocate tortoises, 
coordination with local government, habitat 
preservation and management, monitoring, 
education and outreach and research.

A Grassed Parking Lot?

A Stabilized Trail?

A Geoweb Stream Crossing?

369157_RHMoore.indd   1 4/21/08   9:09:21 AM
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This program will include tech-
nical advice and outreach to land-
owners on opportunities for the 
establishment of reserves, revenue 
generation as gopher tortoise recip-
ient sites and technical and fi nan-
cial assistance with habitat man-
agement (e.g., prescribed burning 
and vegetation management). The 
FWC is creating improved out-
reach and evaluation of landowner 
needs and preferences to increase 
the effectiveness of this program. 
Gopher tortoise conservation goals 
and objectives will be integrated 
into this program. 

If you are interested in applying to 
have your land certifi ed as a gopher 
tortoise recipient site or are inter-
ested in learning more about the 
gopher tortoise management plan, 
please contact Deborah Burr, gopher 
tortoise plan coordinator for the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, at (850) 410-0656, ext. 
17332, or at Deborah.Burr@MyFWC.
com. You may also download the new 
permitting guidelines that include 
the full description on gopher tor-
toise recipient sites at: http://myfwc.
com/permits/Protected-Wildlife/per-
mits.html#gophertortoise. Applica-
tions for recipient site permits will be 
accepted starting June 1, 2008. ■

The primary threat 
to gopher tortoises 
in Florida is habitat 
destruction, 
fragmentation 
and degradation, 
particularly from 
urbanization and 
development, 
agriculture and 
phosphate/heavy 
metals mining.
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See things differently.
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Silviculture (the practice of 
forestry) in Florida means 
producing raw mate-
rial (trees) that eventu-
ally can be harvested for 

monetary value. Those raw materials 
serve as the manufacturing base for 
multiple forest products used by a 
wide variety of consumers. Common 
raw materials from Florida’s forest 
lands, and the consumer products 
for which they are used, can include 
(but are not limited to) the following:

•  Fence Posts or other Fencing 
Materials

• Firewood
• Flooring
• Lumber
• Timber Piling
• Oriented Strand Board (OSB)
• Paneling
• Particle Board
•  Pine Straw or Mulch Wood for 

Landscaping
• Plywood
• Pulp and Paper
•  Trees Grown for the Seques-

tration of Carbon/Sale of Car-
bon Credits

• Utility Poles
•  Veneer for Crates or Other 

Products
• Wood for Energy Production
The preceding list should not 

be construed as being all-inclusive: 

there are other forest products, but 
these are the most common. For 
forestland to be considered “bona 
fi de” silviculture, the land should 
be growing trees and the landown-
er should periodically be harvesting 
and selling some forest products, 
based on available markets. Bona 
fi de silviculture operations, how-
ever, often exhibit extended peri-
ods where harvests do not occur. 
Therefore, periods of harvest in-
activity should not necessarily dis-
qualify a property, assuming future 
plans include commercial harvests.

Silviculture in Florida is gener-
ally comprised of two types of forest 
management regimes: Planted For-
ests (also known as “plantations”) 
and Natural Forests as described be-
low. These regimes may be employed 
individually or in combination.
 1.  Planted Forests. While the in-

tensity of management can vary, 
planted forests generally involve 
some sort of site preparation, 
and either hand or machine 

planting of the seedlings or, 
rarely, direct seeding. Other 
more intensive cultural treat-
ments such as herbicide and fer-
tilization treatments may or may 
not be applied to the planted 
trees depending on economic 
considerations and the manage-
ment objectives for the forest. It 
should be recognized that some 
planted forests are managed 
more intensively than others. For 
example, more intensive man-
agement regimes may include 
practices such as regular appli-
cations of fertilizer and herbicide 
treatments, while less intensive 
regimes may forego this activity. 
Both intensive and non-intensive 
management of planted forests 
should be considered bona fi de 
silvicultural practices.

 2.  Natural Forests. Natural for-
est production is characterized 
by forests established by natural 
seeding of trees or coppice (stump 
sprouting). These forests can be 
found on wetland or upland sites 
and can include pine and non-
pine species. Tree spacing is not 
necessarily optimized for growth, 
and size and age-classes may vary 
widely among species and forests. 
Management activities between 
the establishment of the forest 

Silvicultural
Greenbelt 
Guidelines
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and the eventual harvest tend to 
be minimal or even non-existent. 
Timber harvesting occurs less fre-
quently and unpredictably, and 
may be driven more by markets 
and landowner objectives than by 
a planned harvest age. Because 
these natural forest manage-
ment regimes are regenerated by 
natural seeding and coppicing, 
recently harvested natural forests 
do represent a continuing silvicul-
tural use, assuming no conversion 
to another use takes place.

Greenbelt Guidelines
When evaluating forestlands as 

bona fi de silviculture, the evidence 
revealed by an inspection of the 
property should be the primary 
indicator whether a property is be-
ing used for silviculture. In the ab-
sence of evidence to the contrary, 
a forested property with trees that 
have (or eventually will have) mar-
ket value should be considered as 
strong evidence that the property 
is a bona fi de silvicultural opera-
tion. While the property inspection 
should provide all the information 
needed to determine that a prop-
erty is being used for silvicultural 
purposes, the condition of some 
properties may require follow up 
with the particular landowner. An 
example would be a property in a 

developing area that has recently 
been clearcut and there is no evi-
dence of reforestation activities. In 
such a case, the landowner should 
be contacted to determine if he/she 
has plans to reforest the property 
or to convert it to another use.

Below are some suggested ques-
tions that could be asked to further 
evaluate a questionable property. 
While answering “yes” to all of the 
questions is not practical, an affi r-
mative answer to numbers 1 and 
2 is probably most indicative that 
the property is being used for silvi-
culture. It should be kept in mind, 
however, that many landowners, 
especially those with small prop-
erties, may not have (and do not 
necessarily need) a written man-
agement plan for their silvicultural 
operation. Affi rmative answers to 
the other questions provide addi-
tional evidence that a forest man-
agement plan is being implement-
ed for bona fi de silviculture. When 
evaluating a natural forest as bona 
fi de silviculture, keep in mind that a 
natural forest can be young growth 
(seedling or sapling size trees) or old 
growth (trees over a century old). It 
can be lightly stocked (less than 50 
trees/acre) or so thick so as to seem 
almost impenetrable, and it can be 
predominately pine or hardwood, 
or a mixed forest.

Considerations for
Property Evaluation
1.  Is there a forest management 

plan for the property?
2.  Is the plan being implemented?
3.  What is the size of the property? 

Typically, a forest should be at 
least 10 acres in size to be viable 
for commercial silviculture and 
sustainable forest product remov-
al. However, it should be noted 
that in some cases smaller tracts, 
especially those with exceptional-
ly large timber, can be harvested 
commercially and should qualify 
as bona fi de silviculture.

4.  Is there other documentation 
to substantiate bona fi de silvi-
culture as referenced in Florida 
Statutes, Section 193.461(3)(a)?

5.   Is the property enrolled in any 
type of third party certifi cation 
program such as the American 
Tree Farm System, Florida Forest 
Stewardship Program, Sustain-
able Forestry Initiative, etc.?
These guidelines should benefi t 

both the property appraiser’s offi ce 
and landowners in understanding 
what constitutes bona fi de silviculture. 
As with any set of guidelines, unique 
conditions may warrant a variance. 
However, those variances should be 
the exception – not the rule. ■

Guidelines as of February, 2008

Providing management, 
consulting, timber sales, 
and real estate services 
to Florida landowners 

Gainsville
(352) 377-2924

rweber@fwforestry.com

Marianna
(850) 452-6573

jdebrauw@fwforestry.com

Additional of  ces in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Ohio, South Carolina,

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia

374123_FW.indd   1 3/19/08   3:18:01 PM351736_Smurfit.indd   1 11/23/07   5:43:23 PM
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to recognize 40 leaders, we have 
already lifted up 21.

This year we add fi ve more, rec-
ognizing them for their successes 
and celebrating their potential for 
impacting forestry’s future. On 
these pages, we profi le fi ve young 
pros, nominated by industry peers, 
who have achieved tremendous 
feats before they turn 40. A com-
mon thread runs through each hon-
oree. They all display a combination 
of leadership, business and personal 
achievement, meaningful commu-
nity involvement and character. 

Young talent has always 
been at the heart of the 
forestry business. Cer-
tain individuals help 
at tract new cl ient s, 

grow existing business, and inspire 
colleagues. Such abilities are cru-
cial as the forest industry competes 
for its place in the world market. 
They are just as critical to the con-
tinuing success of the Florida For-
estry Association. 

Since 2006, we have uncov-
ered the best and the brightest in 
the forestry business. In our quest 

40 Under 40

Anthony Boggess
Head Forester
Suwannee Lumber Company

Education: University of Florida - 
BS Forestry-2001, MBA Business, 
2005.

Major activity: Procurement of 
raw materials, logs for sawmill and 
mulch mill; purchase stumpage for 
6-7 logging crews

Most important issue facing for-
estry: Oil/fuel price increases, and 
increasing transportation and pro-
duction cost. Decreasing stumpage 
prices. The weakening of timber 
production as an investment.

Personal goals: Keep striving to 
perform my duties at work more effi -
ciently. Become a better husband.

Organizations currently serving: 
Florida Forestry Association-Dis-
trict Logger of the Year Task Force; 
Lighthouse Christian Church.

Qualities identifi ed by nominator: 
Self starter, honest and considers the 
forest environment important; keeps 
his word; accurate timber cruiser.

40UNDER40 is the Association’s premier 
recognition program that spotlights the next 
generation of business and community leaders.

Meet the Honorees
Look Who’s Driving 
Forestry’s Future!
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Mike Lamonica
Director of Forestry Operations
St. Joe Company

Education: Mississippi State Uni-
versity – BS Forest Management, 
1993

Major activity: Direct forestry 
operations for the western region 
of company’s land holdings in Wal-
ton and Gulf counties.

Most important issue facing for-
estry: Rising fuel costs are forcing 
our nation to look at alternative 
renewable fuel sources. Our chal-
lenge in the industry is to identify 
forestry’s role and move toward 
helping solve this ever-increasing 
problem. Keeping Greenbelt tax 
designations in place for forest 
landowners is equally important.

Personal goals: To continue to 
grow as a husband and father.

Organizations currently serving: 
Florida Forestry Association. The 
Rock Church, youth ministry.

Qualities identifi ed by nomina-
tor: Mike has progressed from an 
assistant forester, managing forest-
er to a director over two managing 
foresters in a time of great change 
in the industry.

Larry Simon
Forester
Packaging Corporation of America

Education: University of Florida – 
BS Forestry, 1992; Louisiana State 
University – MS Forestry, 1995

Major activity: Land management 
activities including site prep, plant-
ing, harvesting, BMPs, SFI, tree 
genetics projects, etc.

Most important issue facing for-
estry: Maintaining profi tability at 
all levels of the fi ber supply chain. 

Personal goals: Happiness and 
health and education of my family. 
I have one son who will start col-
lege in three years and one in fi rst 
grade. I would also like to be a part 
of the change for the betterment 
of our forest industry. I want to feel 
like I am making a difference.

Organizations currently serving: 
Florida Forestry Association-Envi-
ronmental Committee; Elks Club; 
Society of American Foresters.

Qualities identifi ed by nomina-
tor: Larry has taken on more job 
responsibilities each year of employ-
ment with PCA. He is active with 
FFA and the environmental com-
mittee. Larry is an emerging leader 
in the forestry community.

Travis McCoy
Woodlands Manager
Foley Timber and Land Company

Education: Auburn University – BS 
Forest Engineering, 1995

Major activity: Manager of 
530,000 acres.

Most important issue facing for-
estry: Educate the industry on sus-
tainability issues to ensure the eco-
nomic viability of all areas of the 
industry.

Personal goals: Maintain the prof-
itability and success of the wood-
lands operation, continue to raise 
two maturing sons.

Organizations currently serving: 
Florida Forestry Association-Execu-
tive Committee, Board of Directors, 
Landowner Committee; Perry Elks 
Lodge, Trustee; Perry Soccer Asso-
ciation, Coach; Barakah Church, 
member.

Qualities identifi ed by nomina-
tor: Travis is not a future leader, he 
is already a leader in the forestry 
community. Travis earned his title 
with hard work and dedication.
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Matt Webb
Vice President
Greenville Timber Company

Education: University of Florida – BS For-
estry, 2000

Major activity: Manage everyday opera-
tions of timber dealership, keep the com-
pany running smoothly, adjust to all chal-
lenges that arise, keep the books current 
and accurate.

Most important issue facing forestry: 
Educating the public about forestry, what it 
is and why it is needed. Fuel and labor are 
major issues facing our industry. The forest 
industry is changing and the big challenge 
is adapting to the change.

Personal goals: Get more active politi-
cally, diversify my business and fi gure out 
ways to be more effi cient.

Organizations currently serving: Florida 
Forestry Association; Farm Bureau; United 
Way; Master Logger; current participant in 
Wedgeworth Leadership Institute for Agri-
culture and Natural Resources. 

Qualities identifi ed by nominator: I have 
known Matt Webb for several years on both 
a personal and professional basis. During 
this time I have had the pleasure of watch-
ing Matt’s leadership skills increase as he 
assumed greater responsibilities in his family’s 
business, Greenville Timber Company. Matt 
is the majority owner and managing partner 
in this large timber dealership. In addition to 
his business skills, his personal and people 
skills qualify him for inclusion in the third 
40UNDER40 class of the Association.

What is the name of the last 
book you have read from 
cover to cover?
Boggess – End of Oil
Lamonica – The Richest Man in 
Babylon
McCoy – The Plan of God
Simon – Death in the Long 
Grass – big game hunting in 
Africa
Webb – Wild at Heart

Given a choice of entrée, 
would you choose steak, fi sh 
or chicken?
Boggess – Steak
Lamonica – Fish
McCoy – Steak
Simon – Fish
Webb – Steak

Do you prefer FOX news or 
CNN?
Boggess – FOX
Lamonica – CNN
McCoy – FOX
Simon – FOX
Webb – FOX

What three websites do you 
visit every week?
Boggess – weather.com; gator-
zone.com; cnnfn.com
Lamonica – local radar; fi re 
weather; joe.com
McCoy – fl oridaforest.org; fox-
news; espn
Simon – msn.com; weather.
com; fl oridasportsmen.com
Webb – ebay; mccbfl orida.com; 
aol

Who/what was the single most 
infl uence that propelled you to 
choose forestry as a career?
Boggess – The opportunity to 
work in the outdoors

Lamonica – Watching log 
trucks come and go from 
Panama City mill during my 
childhood
McCoy – Love of the outdoors
Simon – Being involved in 4-H 
as a child
Webb – My dad (Gary Webb)

What actor/character are you 
most like in real life?
Boggess – Jack Nicholson
Lamonica – Not interested in 
Hollywood crowd. My goal is to 
be more like Christ.
McCoy – Huck Finn
Simon – Captain Blaire Wiggles
Webb – Jim Carrey

What is a single word that 
best describes you?
Boggess – Perseverance
Lamonica – Honest
McCoy – Me
Simon – Practical
Webb – Unique

Where do you go to fi nd quiet 
time?
Boggess – Deer or turkey 
hunting
Lamonica – Outdoors, on 
company lands we manage
McCoy – The hunt club 
Simon – Gulf of Mexico
Webb – My home

Among the three top 
presidential candidates, who 
would you vote for today?
Boggess – McCain
Lamonica – McCain
McCoy – McCain
Simon – McCain
Webb – McCain ■

Passionate about work and play
We know this year’s 40s are smart, creative, and highly ambitious.
That’s apparent in the work they do and how fast they’ve 

risen. Not to mention the reason they made our list.
But where do they go to get away, unwind and reboot? 

Who/what infl uenced their career choices? And who are they 
supporting for president in November?



APPLICATION FOR 
Class IV Candidates 2009

Nominee Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Company:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _______________________________________  State: ________________  ZIP:  __________________

Phone:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Education 

Name of School
Degree 
Awarded

Major Date Graduated

   
Present Employer:  __________________________________________________________________________

Date began with company:  ____________________  Title: ________________________________________

Job Responsibilities:  _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe what qualities make this nominee a future leader for forestry and the Florida Forestry 
Association.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

RETURN TO JEFF DORAN, FAX 850.222.6179 by December 1, 2008.

✃
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Greg's Dragline and Bulldozer Inc.
Greg Chapman Dragline and Bulldozer Inc. provides complete site prep
service for North and Central Florida, as well as South Georgia:
• V-Shear w/D8 • Bedding (Savannah plow)
• KG Prep. w/D8 • Roadbuilding
• Raking, wheel and track • Chopping, single & double (heavy)
• NEW for 2000!! G.P.S. Mapping

S ITE  PREP

Greg's Dragline and Bulldozer Inc.
Orange Springs, Florida

Tel. 352-546-4381 • Fax 352-546-4428

John R. Nylen Jr.
Lumber Services Director

P.O. Box 12039
3131 Lonnbladh Rd.
Tallahassee, FL  32317 Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161 Fax: (850) 877-6396

www.earlbacon.com  /  jnylen@earlbacon.com

LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG.
• SAW MILLS • LOGGING

• Independent Insurance Agent
• Professional Insurance Agent

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds

371248_Earl.indd   1 2/29/08   12:28:32 PM

Pinestraw Contracting • Grass & Pasture Planting
Light Duty Lot Clearing • Forestry Caretaking

Fire Lines • Heavy Duty Mowing • Forestry Herbicides

Cliff Starling
Owner/Operator

386.590.0333

348056_AgriProvisions.indd   1 10/23/07   8:56:38 AM

CONTRACT LOGGING
TIMBER PURCHASES

LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M.A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 North US 19 • PERRY, FL  32347

 Offfice 850-584-7030
Gary A. Brett Fax 850-584-2569
Vice-President Mobile 850-838-9752
gary@marigoniinc.com Home 850-584-4263

370268_MARigoni.indd   1 3/7/08   11:44:02 AM

Mitigation Work - Food Plots - Dove Fields
Mechanical & Chemical Site Preparation (Fuel Reduction)

Prescribed Burning - Fireline Plowing - Wildfi re Suppression 
Mowing, Mulching & Bush Hog Work - Trash & Debris Hauling 

Road & Pasture Improvements - Pond & Dam Building - Water Crossings 

Bobbie L. Dugger
(850) 566-0831
bobbie@bandbdugger.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Phone: (850) 926-2929

Fax: (850) 926-1390
www.bandbdugger.com

Kelly Porter Dugger
(850) 566-5661

kelly@bandbdugger.com

Reforestation & Land Development Services
B&B DUGGER, INC.

369584_BB.indd   1 3/6/08   2:47:54 PM

Formerly Diane Murray
Hartsock Sawmill

SOUTH EASTERN TIMBER CORP.
We buy hardwood logs

for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd. Phone (352) 753-3581
Lady Lake, FL  32159 Fax (352) 753-3582

(800) 752-3804 • www.crane-mats.com

Sales, Service, Parts & Rentals
Your Local Volvo Construction Equipment Distributor

2663 Roberts Street, Jacksonville, FL  32207
(904) 737-6000       Fax (904) 737-1260

Offices in Jacksonville, Tampa, Fort Lauderdale, Fort Myers, Orlando, Tallahassee
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MARKETplace

Contact your local Division of Forestry office, 
natural resource professional,
or visit www.yourforestmanged.com

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of  Forestry, Charles H. Bronson, Commissioner

368011_Florida.indd   1 3/25/08   9:58:56 AM

NC.
“nature’s finest pinestraw”

C F M IENTRAL LORIDA ULCH

PO BOX 10326 * BROOKSVILLE, FL  34603
1-888-423-3259

Above: Photograph of one of our tracts we are currently maintaining.

Some of the benefits from pine straw harvesting:
• Provides additional revenue

• Improves appearance of your property
• Reduces fire risk by removing the “fuel”

Lumber & Panel Mill Grade Printers
Conversions for Existing Printers
Wet Ink and Ink Roll System
Lumber Treatment Printers 

Embossing Printers
Foam Board Printers
Edge/Dual Edge Printers
Laminated Beam Printers 

314882_claussen.indd   1 4/10/07   1:01:54 PM
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347151_forestry.indd   1 10/22/07   12:40:32 PM

Quality Used Truck Solutions for the
Logging and Lumber Industry.

348009_International.indd   1 11/26/07   8:10:01 AM

Cryo Treating Saves Money
& Reduces Downtime

Here’s Proof - “It does a fantastic job. The Cryo process triples the life of 
my chipper knives, saw teeth and planer knives. It saves labor and time and

doesn’t change the properties as far as being able to resharpen the tools.”
Nathan Replogle, Replogle Enterprises, Henry, TN

It’s a fact - Only one permanent treatment needed for both new 
& used tools (circle saws, teeth, chipper & planer knives, bits and

more) to increase durability, strength and extend wear life.

Tools stay sharper longer for greater production!

Call for details  330-683-3375
CryoPlus www.CryoPlus.com

280579_CryoPlus.indd   1 1/10/08   7:04:53 PM

MICHAEL MINCHEW
(Procurement Manager)

(251) 867-1287 or (877) 495-4898

MICHAEL NOWLING
(850) 675-5080 or (251) 238-0855

JONAS TRAYWICK
(251) 867-1216 (office) or (877) 702-6457 (cell)

JEFF LOCKLIN
(251) 867-1287 or (877) 702-6453

CHRIS HUDSON
(251) 867-1287 or (888) 395-0426

KEITH BARROW
(251) 867-1287 or (251) 238-4175

We Purchase
Logs, Poles, Pulpwood, Pine & Hardwood

TIMBER PROCUREMENT

T. R. Miller
Mill Company, Inc.

371619_TRMiller.indd   1 4/25/08   12:18:18 PM

122 Byrd Way, Suite 4
Warner Robins, GA  31088

8 5 0 - 3 8 5 - 3 6 6 7  | www.landmarksystems.com

SPOT: The World’s 
First Satellite 
Messenger

TDS Nomad
800B, with 
Numeric Keypad

Garmin 17 HVS 
package with 
Foresters Field 
Vest

Our goal is SIMPLE – to help you become more effi cient and 

profi table through the use of technology. We have developed 

industry-leading GPS and Forest Inventory Solutions that will 

help you eliminate uncertainty, cruise effi ciently, and make the 

most of your time. Call for a free catalog and learn how you can 

start saving time and money with our products and services.

•  Rugged Handhelds and
GPS Systems

•  GIS & Field Inventory 
Software

• Cruising Tools

• Training & Support

•  Mapping & Consulting 
Services

375304_Landmark.indd   1 5/16/08   10:34:35 AM
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ACCOUNTING
Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
1713 Mahan Drive • Tallahassee, FL 32308
Phone: (850) 878-8777 • Fax: (850) 878-2344
E-mail: tcox@cricpa.com
Web: www.cricpa.com
We provide clients with the information they 
need to make the right business decisions. Our 
auditing, accounting, pension administration, 
human resource development, tax & financial 
planning specialists are always ready to help you. 
Addtional offices in Florida (Destin, Ft. Walton 
Beach, Marianna, Niceville/Bluewater Bay, Orlando, 
Panama City), Alabama (Enterprise, Dothan, Geneva, 
Montgomery, Birmingham), Mississippi (Jackson), 
Georgia (Atlanta) and Tennessee (Nashville).
CONSULTING FORESTER
A.W. Powers Forestry, Inc.
2800 SE 26th Place • Trenton, FL 32693
Phone: (352) 463-1300 • Fax: (352) 463-1314
SAF Certified Professional Forestry Consultant 
serving the forestry industry for 19 years. Our 
specialties include: Site Preparation & Planting 
Assistance, Timber Sale Assistance, Forest 
Management & Forest Management Plans, Timber 
Cruising, Timber Marking, Timber Appraisals, 
Stewardship Plans, and Computerized Mapping.
SEEDLINGS
Adams-Briscoe Seed Company

P.O. Box 19 • Jackson, GA 30233
Phone: (770) 775-7826 • Fax: (770) 775-7122
E-mail: abseed@juno.com
Web: www.abseed.com
The ABC’s of Buying Seed
Suppliers of seed for farm, home, garden, 
landscape, wildlife, forestry, conservation, and 
reclamation uses since 1946. We have the largest 
variety of seeds available from a single source. 
Our selection includes many native and hard to 
find species. Please contact us for a free seed list.
Superior Trees, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 9400 • Lee, FL 32059
Phone: (850) 971-5159 • Fax: (850) 971-5416
E-mail: superiortrees@sumnet.tv
Wholesale growers of bareroot pine, hardwood, 
cypress and cedar seedlings. Also, wholesale 
grower of numerous native trees and shrubs in 
1-30 gallon containers. 

classifieds

Mizell Development, Inc.

Forest Road Construction 
and Maintenance

PO Box 5011
Callahan, Florida  32011
Phone: (904) 545-0611

Fax: (904) 879-9069
adamjmizell@yahoo.com

367076_Mizell.indd   1 2/8/08   9:45:02 AM

EVERY PART. GENUINE.

Florida
· Ft. Myers · Jacksonville · Miami · Ocala · Orlando · Tampa · W. Palm Beach

Georgia
· Atlanta · Albany · Augusta · Gainesville · Savannah

Tennessee
· Chattanooga

CumminsPowerSouth.com

100-600 hp 
Available

Cummins ReCon®

When uptime matters.
· Remanufactured on a state-of-the-art assembly

  line to the latest Cummins specs
 · 100% Genuine Cummins new or ReCon parts
 · Fast turnaround reduces equipment downtime
 · Low- or no-cost horsepower uprates
 · Backed by the most extensive service network
 · 2-year / 2,000-hour base warranty Call us today at

800-768-7278

Service · Parts · Engines · Generators

370623_Cummins.indd   1 4/1/08   7:58:35 PM

Hydraulic Machinery, Inc.
5024 N. 56th St., Tampa, FL  33610-5406

You Can Now Order Parts Online at
www.craneworx.com
New Prentice 124, Terex or 
Elliott Boom Truck on New 
Sterling LT7501 or LT9501

 “FLORIDA’S DEALER FOR THE BEAVER “FLORIDA’S DEALER FOR THE BEAVER 
SQUEEZER GRAPPLE ATTACHMENT WHICH SQUEEZER GRAPPLE ATTACHMENT WHICH 

FITS ANY SKID STEER OR JCB 520 LOADER”FITS ANY SKID STEER OR JCB 520 LOADER”

800-683-5438

Terex • JCB • Pettibone • Broderson • UNIC • Prentice • Rotobec • Tire Boss • USTC
Sales • Parts • Service • Fail-Safe Extended Warranty • Financing Available

368404_Hydraulic.indd   1 2/6/08   10:04:39 PM

International Forest Company

1-800-633-4506
Moultrie, GA www.interforestry.com

377751_InterForest.indd   1 4/18/08   10:48:04 AM
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Mid South Timber Co., Inc.
“We buy, sell, and cut all types of timber”

 P.O. Box 86  Office: (229) 762-3120
 473 Boydville Road  Fax: (229) 762-3125
 Whigham, GA  39897  E-mail: forestry@alltel.net
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The sky’s the limit
and we’ve got the resources 
to help you grow.

Farm Credit is different than other lenders. 
We understand the forestry industry and can tailor 
financing to fit your needs. Let us help “grow” 
your business.

While we’re at it, we can help you grow in other 
areas of your life, too.

Toll Free 1.866.824.5626

We offer financing for:

Timber Tracts

Small or Large 
Tracts of Land

Recreation or 
Investment 
Property

Outbuildings and 
Barns

Home Purchases 
or Construction

Home and Lot 
Improvements

Mortgage 
Refinancing
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 ❏ 6870 Philips Hwy.
 Jacksonville, FL  32216
 (904) 296-5000
 Fax: (904) 296-0525

❏ 2578 S.E. Baya Drive
 Lake City, FL  32056
 (386) 752-9544
 Fax: (386) 755-6882

❏ 356 N. Highway 17
 Palatka, FL  32177
 (386) 325-6268
 Fax: (386) 329-9872

❏ 50 Morgan Ind. Blvd.
 Savannah, GA  31408
 (912) 964-7370
 Fax: (912) 964-1822

❏ 251 Perry Lane Rd.
 Brunswick, GA  31521
 (912) 264-6161
 Fax: (912) 264-5263

❏ 136 Acres Drive
 Ladson, SC  29456
 (843) 572-0400
 Fax: (843) 572-7746

❏ 178 Seaboard Road
 Andrews, SC  29510
 (843) 221-4940
 Fax: (843) 221-4942

❏ 4717 Jefferies Hwy.
 Walterboro, SC  29488
 (843) 539-1420
 Fax: (843) 539-1424
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“Dedicated to Serving
Our Forestry Customers”
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When three of North America’s leading timberland 
investors faced the largest transactions in their 
history, they turned to Smith, Gambrell & Russell.

2 million acres. $1.5 billion. 11 states and 
1 province. 4 transactions 
No surprises..

Smith, Gambrell & Russell.

What can we do for you?

When three of North America’s leading timberland 
investors faced the largest transactions in their 
history, they turned to Smith, Gambrell & Russell.

2 million acres. $1.5 billion. 11 states and 
1 province. 4 transactions. 
No surprises.

Smith, Gambrell & Russell.

What can we do for you?

904.598.6100
Bank of America Tower
50 N. Laura Street, Suite 2600 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Dana G. Bradford, Managing Partner
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