
Get The Facts About 
Gopher Tortoises:
Recipient Sites

Recipient sites are properties where gopher 
tortoises are released when they are relocated from 
development sites. Recipient sites must contain 
suitable tortoise habitat and have a recipient site 
permit from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC).

Benefits
Landowners who voluntarily participate in this program 
will be providing needed homes for gopher tortoises, 
a threatened species. Developers (“donors”) or 
environmental consultants working on their behalf 
may pay a fee to private landowners who accept 
tortoises displaced by development. Landowners with 
a long-term protected recipient site may be able to 
charge donors a higher fee for each gopher tortoise 
they receive. Landowners can use this revenue to 
help manage their lands and could potentially make a 
profit.

Land management
Gopher tortoise habitat management requires routine 
management to ensure that tortoises will thrive 
in the wild. Ongoing monitoring also helps secure 
and maintain a viable gopher tortoise population. 
Prescribed burning is the preferred means of 
managing gopher tortoise habitat.

Types of recipient sites
Landowners may choose to establish one of three 
types of recipient sites. The three types are long-
term protected recipient sites, short-term protected 
recipient sites or unprotected recipient sites. Each 
type has criteria that must be met and a different 
level of obligation.

  Long-term protected recipient sites may receive 
up to four gopher tortoises per acre. Minimum 
requirements for these properties include: at 
least 40 acres of connected, suitable tortoise 
habitat; well-drained sandy soils; a fairly open tree 
canopy; soft-stemmed grasses and leafy vegetation 

covering at least 30 percent of the ground; and a 
perpetual conservation easement acceptable to 
the FWC.

  Short-term protected or unprotected recipient 
sites may receive up to two gopher tortoises per 
acre. Minimum requirements for soils, tree canopy 
and ground cover are the same as those for long-
term protected recipient sites but require at least 
25 acres of connected, suitable tortoise habitat. 
Short-term protected sites require an enforceable 
habitat protection commitment, while unprotected 
sites do not require enforceable protection. These 
permit types require landowners to maintain 
suitable gopher tortoise habitat for the duration of 
the recipient site permit (2 years).

For more information contact the gopher tortoise 
permit coordinator at (850) 921-1031 or visit 
MyFWC.com/GopherTortoise for permit application 
instructions and requirements.


