
 

This presentation will summarize the collective efforts of FWC DLE related to the boating 
enforcement captured in the Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Performance Report and 
the annual Boating Accident Statistical Report as well as an overview of our boating 
access program. 

Categories include: 

• Water patrol 

• Boating under the influence (BUI) 

• Boating accident investigation 

• Uniform boating citations and warnings 

• Boating education.  

• Boating access improvement efforts 

Presenter Notes: 

To brief the Commissioners on the state of the Division of Law Enforcement’s boating 
safety enforcement and boating access improvement efforts. 

Division: Law Enforcement 

Authors: Major Rob Rowe 

Report date: September 26, 2018 
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The Boating and Waterways Section is divided into 3 Units 

• Boating Safety and Education Unit 

− Responsible for the administration of the Recreational Boating Safety Grant 
from the U.S. Coast Guard 

o This Grant brings 8 to 10 million dollars in funding to the Division of Law 
Enforcement annually 

− Track and review annual Statewide Boating Accident Statistical Report 

− Manages the issuance of boating safety ID cards as well as the agency’s 
Boating Safety Education and Outreach efforts 

− Manages the Agency Temporary Certificate Program 

• Boating Access Unit: 

− Manages to Boating Access grant programs 

o Florida Boating Improvement grant Program (FBIP) 

o Boating Infrastructure Grant Program (BIGP) 

− Manages the construction and maintenance of the 248 boat ramps owned by 
the FWC. 

− Administers the FWC Boat Ramp Finder web application. 

• Waterway Management Unit: 

− Responsible for the installation and maintenance of over 10,000 FWC-owned 
regulatory waterway markers and buoys statewide 

− Manage the waterway marker permit approval process for regulatory markers 
owned by local governments 

− Manage the Agency Derelict Vessel program 
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Our state has been experiencing an upward trend in vessel registration over the past 5 
years. We continue to lead the nation in registered vessels with over 944,000 registered 
vessels in 2017. 
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 We are experiencing a general increase in Waterborne Patrol Hours over the past 5 
years. 

Presenter Notes: 

The increase in on-the-water hours over total RBS hours is due to a data collection 
change in 2014-15.  Enroute hours and on-the-water hours were combined on the officers 
activity reports. The number of officers per year has remained relatively constant. 
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This slide represents the strong educational approach to boating safety and these 
numbers show the overall outcome of these efforts, particularly the ratio of warnings to 
citations. 

Presenter Notes: 

In 2017, we issued 2.6 warnings for every citation/arrest made by our officers. 
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We take BUI enforcement very seriously as there is a direct connection between our 
enforcement efforts and lives saved. 

As a part of our statewide strategy we work special enforcement details during peek 
boating times. 

This includes working on holidays and working with other agencies to maximize our 
enforcement efforts. 

This slide represents the cumulative effort of the agency’s BUI enforcement 
statewide. 

The Boating and Waterways Section is currently conducting BUI training with State 
Attorneys to inform and improve state prosecutions. 
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Our state has averaged roughly 717 accidents per year over the last 5 years with an 
annual percentage of 7 to 10% of those accidents resulting in fatalities. 

As the population of the state along with the number of registered vessels continues to 
increase, it is important to note that our fatal accident percentage has remained consistent 
over the past 2 years. 

Presenter Notes: 

Percentage of Fatal Accidents: 

2013 7% 

2014 10% 

2015 7% 

2016 9% 

2017 9% 
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What is a Temporary Certificate? 

o Temporary Certificates are issued after passing a temporary certificate written exam 

o The exam is a knowledge check aimed at ensuring that vessel operators have a basic 
knowledge of what it takes to operate a vessel safely on the waters of the state 

o This certificate is required by law in lieu of a boating safety ID card to operate a vessel 
over 10 hp for operators born after January 1st 1988. 

We continue to see an increase in Temporary Certificates issued over the past 5 years with over 
230,000 issued in 2017 alone. 

We have recently rolled out a Online Temporary Certificate program as a result of a rule change 
approved at the April 2017 Commission Meeting. 

• This program makes the Temporary Certificate Exam available online to improve 
convenience for both the operators that need them as well as the boat rental companies 
throughout the state 

• The online temporary certificate (TC) program was fraught with several technological 
challenges as we worked with our first vendor, Boat-Ed to overcome these issues and 
build this program from scratch 

• I am happy to say that the Online Temporary Certificate program active last month 
(August 2018) and has already sold more than 500 online temporary certificates 

• We are currently working with another vendor to provide an additional provider 
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Boating Access Projects are divided into three categories based upon their funding source. 

These projects are multi-year grants resulting in an accumulation of $10-20 million dollars in 
grants being managed each year. 

Presenter Notes: 

• Public Boat Ramps 2,125 

• FWC DLE Maintained 248 

• FWC BIP Grant Supported 163 

• Other FWC Management 23 

• Other Agency Management 1,526 

• Commercial Management 270 

This is a summary of all grants that are open/active. 

• Open is defined as having been awarded and in either the agreement development stage, 
compliance stage (securing permits etc.) 

• Active grant management stage (actively working on deliverables and not yet paid).  

• This number does not include the grants we are responsible for in the 20-year 
maintenance/monitoring stage. 

FCO grants can be open for a period of 3-5 years.  

With annual awards ranging from $3-5 million annually, the amount of grant money in the 
program can be $10-15 million dollars at any given time. 
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The Florida Boating Improvement Program (FBIP) is a state financial assistance program that 
provides funding through competitive grants for boating access projects and boating-related 
activities on coastal and inland waters within the state. 

This year we had 57 applicants and awarded 10 grant projects. 

Presenter Notes: 

For FY 2017-18, $1,250,000 in funding was appropriated from the State Game Trust Fund as 
required in s. 206.606(1)(b)1, F.S. Additionally, there was an appropriation of $592,600 from the 
Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. This appropriation consisted solely of recreational 
vessel registration fees, pursuant to s. 328.72(15), F.S., and may be used for public launching 
facilities only. 

• The application period for the FBIP for FY 2017-18 opened on February 1, 2017 and closed on 
April 4, 2017 

• FWC received 57 applications; 5 were deemed ineligible 

• The Committee met on June 21, 2017 to review and score the remaining 52 applications 

• 10 applications were awarded a grant (Award and denial letters sent out by August 31st 2018) 

FBIP Review Board: 

There were four reviewers for FY2018-19: 

• Boating and Waterways (Phil Horning), 

• Habitat and Species Conservation (Rob Kipker), 

• Fresh Water Fisheries Management (Ryan Hamm), 

• Boating Advisory Council (Hans Wilson). 

We usually have five members with a member coming from Hunting and Game Management, the 
Boating Advisory Council, or the Department of Environmental Protection but not this year. 
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  Example of a FBIP completed project: 

1) Reconfigure and improve a three-lane boat ramp; 

2) Increased parking lot spaces from 24 to 69 boat/trailer parking spaces; 

3) New restroom 

4) Three new floating staging docks. 

Work is completed and we are still waiting on a site dedication to be filed. 
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Presenter Notes: 

With grant funds, the City of Fernandina Beach proposes: 

• Add 368 feet of heavy duty floating attenuator that will itself provide 736 feet of dockage for 
mega yachts and other large vessels 

• 757 feet of floating dock will be added behind the attenuator that will provide an additional 
1,136 feet of side-tie dockage for transient boaters 

• 1,872 total feet of additional transient dockage between the attenuator and the floating docks. 

• Also provided will be state-of-the-art utilities and accessibility based on the United States 
Access Board’s accessibility guidelines. 

• New floating bathroom and shower facilities (nine suites each providing a shower, sink and 
toilet) would be provided centrally to the marina and serve the new transient docks and 
existing side-tie dockage. 

With grant funds, Rose Marina proposes: 

• Construct two new concrete floating docks that will accommodate up to 21 transient 
recreational vessels 26 feet and larger. 

• The docks will have full utilities including 30 and 50 Amp service at all slips, with 100 
Amp service also on the T Head, and the ability to fuel & pump-out at every slip. 
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  Example of a BIGP completed project: 

1) Remove and replace east dock with new floating docks for 20 slips dedicated for 
transient vessels 26’ or larger. 

• Floating dock system includes electrical, lighting, potable water and fire 
systems; 

2) Install attendant’s building with fuel dock 

• 4 new fuel dispensers 
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  We did not put forth any sport fish projects in FY2017-18.  We have many agreements 
open and not executed at this time. 

This grant money mostly supports administration, boating access crew salaries, work on 
the 248 ramps and waterway markers, and the database and boat ramp finder. 

Boat Access Crew 

Maintenance of 248 ramps statewide 

Technical assistance 

Waterway marker maintenance in manatee enforcement zones 
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Sport Fish Restoration- Boating Access and NRDA (Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment) completed project: 

1) Replacement of the seawall 

2) Replacement of 18 finger piers and construction of 8 new finger piers that result in 53 
recreational slips with utilities 

3) Replacement of the wooden boardwalks. 
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