
MEMORANDUM 
To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 

Date:  September 27, 2018 

Subject:  Final Public Hearing – Trap Fisheries Management 
 

Purpose:  
Obtain final approval for a series of rules to improve the management of the spiny lobster, stone crab, 
and blue crab trap fisheries and to address management changes requested by stakeholders, as the first 
phase of a long-term project to evaluate and improve the management of Florida’s saltwater trap 
fisheries. 
 
Summary:   
As part of a long-term effort to review and improve the management of Florida’s saltwater trap fisheries, 
staff has worked with stakeholders to identify management needs related to the lobster, stone crab, and 
blue crab trap fisheries.  In May 2018, staff conducted a series of public workshops to gather feedback on 
the first phase of potential actions to address these management needs.  At the June 2018 Commission 
meeting, Commissioners approved a series of draft rules to address management of these trap fisheries. 
 
Based on the feedback received from fishery participants and members of the trap fishing industry, staff 
is seeking taking final action on several rule changes. First, to move the spiny lobster pre-season trap 
soak period to begin the Saturday following the recreational mini-season each year and increase the 
amount of time allowed for commercial harvesters to remove spiny lobster traps from the water from 5 
days to 10 days after the end of the harvest season.  Second, that commercial stone crab harvesters 
maintain active commercial licenses to retain their stone crab trap allotment.  Finally, establishment of a 
mandatory no-cost annual recreational stone crab and blue crab trap registration requirement for people 
16 and older with a requirement for unique FWC-issued identification numbers to be placed on 
recreational traps.  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approving the proposed final rules for spiny lobster [68B-24, Florida Administrative 
Code (FAC)], stone crab (68B-13, FAC), and blue crab (68B-45, FAC), effective according to the 
following schedule: 
 

• Commercial spiny lobster trap soak and post-season trap removal date changes: Nov. 1, 2018  
• Commercial stone crab license/trap certificate requirements: July 1, 2019 (beginning of the next 

commercial license year) 
• Stone crab recreational trap registration and marking: Oct. 1, 2019 (start of the 2019-2020 harvest 

season) 
• Blue crab recreational trap registration and marking: Jan. 1, 2020  

 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Melissa Recks/Dan Ellinor, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 


