
MEMORANDUM 
To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 
 
From:  Major Richard Moore, Boating and Waterways Section Leader, 

Division of Law Enforcement 
 
Date:  September 3, 2015 
 
Subject:  Suwannee and Santa Fe River Boating Restricted Areas, 68D-24.020, FAC 
 

Purpose:  
The proposed rule amendments would remove flood zone restrictions on two remote stretches of the lower 
Suwannee River, divide the Santa Fe River into four independent flood zones, incorporate changes to 
federal gauge datum and update maps to reflect changes in the restricted areas.  
 
Summary:   
FWC was asked to revisit the regulations within the Santa Fe River by a private citizen.  Based on the 
hydrology of the river, there were many high water events where only segments of the river would see 
significant rises in water levels, however, the current rule restricts the entire 36-mile river whenever a single 
water level gauge is at or above 17’.  This results in unnecessary restriction being placed on boaters who are 
required to travel at idle speed anywhere on the river.  The river would more appropriately be divided into 
four zones, with each zone activating and deactivating independently using separate gauges. 
   
The rule amendment proposes deregulating approximately 10 miles of remote, uninhabited stretches of the 
Suwannee River from the boating restricted area which activates during high water events.  The affected 
section of the river is Zone 4, which extends from CR 340 downstream to Fowlers Bluff.  There are no other 
proposed changes to Zone 4. The proposed rule amendment would also revise the boating restricted area 
within the Santa Fe River which activates during high water events.  Instead of the current 36-mile zone 
from River Rise to its confluence with the Suwannee River, the Santa Fe River would be divided into four 
zones.  Each zone would activate and deactivate independently, which would more accurately reflect the 
public safety needs during various high water events occurring within the basin.  The revisions would also 
incorporate federally adopted gauge datum, resolve an incorrect reference to mean sea level in the current 
rule and update maps for consistency and to reflect changes in the restricted areas.     
 
Three public meetings have been held in the local area to date on this proposal with total attendance of 
approximately 137 persons.  During the meetings, significant public support was voiced for the proposed 
changes.  Staff will propose these changes to the rule and request approval to file a Notice of Proposed Rule 
and to bring the issue back for a final public hearing in November, 2015 only if such a hearing is requested.   
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommend approval of the proposed rule amendments and direction to file a Notice of Proposed Rule 
and bring the issue back for final public hearing in November, 2015 only if requested. 
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Major Richard Moore, Section Leader, Boating and Waterways Section, Division of Law Enforcement 
 
 
 


