
MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries 
Management 

Date:  September 3, 2015 

Subject:  Lionfish Removal and Awareness Day Annual Report 
 

Purpose:  
This staff report will discuss and highlight the success of the first annual Lionfish Removal and 
Awareness Day (LRAD).   
 
Summary:   
LRAD was established by the Commission in 2015 and occurs on the Saturday after Mother’s 
Day each year to bring further awareness to the lionfish issue and encourage divers and anglers to 
be proactive in their lionfish removal efforts.  This report will provide an update on the success of 
the first annual LRAD held on May 16, 2015, including the festival in Pensacola hosted by the 
Commission, and lionfish tournaments and removal efforts conducted by our partners and 
stakeholders throughout the state in conjunction with the event.  LRAD resulted in 12 events held 
in multiple locations around the state, during which more than 2,000 lionfish were removed from 
Florida waters.  Video updates were shared among the events to highlight the magnitude of this 
statewide effort.  Over 3,000 people attended the festival in Pensacola to participate in educational 
family activities, a lionfish tournament, and raffle; to learn about conservation from the various 
conservation booths; and to view and purchase the works of marine art vendors.  The most 
popular activity of the day was the celebrity chef cook-off where six local celebrity chefs prepared 
lionfish tastings to demonstrate how easy it is for the public to enjoy the harvest associated with 
lionfish removal efforts.  The event was attended by Guy Harvey and the mayor of Pensacola, 
Ashton Hayward.  This exciting outreach effort was covered by more than 50 media outlets.  Our 
partner organizations, including the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation & Magazine, Escambia 
County, Coast Watch Alliance, Gulf Coast Lionfish Coalition, City of Pensacola, and Florida Sea 
Grant look forward to working with us to grow the event next year. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff is presenting this item for informational purposes and any feedback the Commission may 
have.    
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Dan Ellinor, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 

 
 
 


