REMOVAL & AWARENESS DAY
Feytival and Towsnament

This presentation summarizes the Commission’s first annual Lionfish Removal and
Awareness Day event and activities in Pensacola and throughout the State, as well as
the Commission’s lionfish management efforts and next steps for consideration.

Authors: Michelle Sempsrott, Meaghan Faletti, Dan Ellinor, and Kellie Ralston
Report date: August 3, 2015
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Conflict Wildlife - Lionfish

* Partof important agency strategic initiative

= Minimize human health and safety, environmental, social, economic and
other adverse impacts from non-native lionfish

= Encourage removal efforts

= Remove regulatory barriers to harvest

= Sponsor and participate in derbies

= Reef Rangers program
* Increase public awareness

* Attend tournaments and festivals

= Lionfish Removal and Awareness Day

: Progiite bansumption

{ow-to videos and chef collaborations
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Next Year — Bigger and Better

e I be
= Consider expanding the scope of the event
* Use the Dayas a kick-off event for a summer-long statewide lionfish derby
= Culminate with awards ceremony and festival in Pensacola in October
= Enhance what worked and look for new opportunities to:
= Engage and educate the public through
hands-on activities, demos, and giveaways
= Enlist help of partners to promote, support,
and participate in the event
« Use social media and other advertising
to get message out before, during, and
after the event
* Evaluate effectiveness of event
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