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Wildlife is Everywhere!
Directions: The following song celebrates the diversity of wildlife while reinforcing counting the numbers one through ten. 
You may wish to illustrate the song with pictures displaying the appropriate kind and number of animals in each stanza.

Over in the meadow,
In the sand in the sun

Lived an old mother toadie
And her little toadie one.
“Wink!” said the mother;

“I wink!” said the one,
So they winked and they blinked

In the sand in the sun.

Over in the meadow,
Where the stream runs blue

Lived an old mother fi sh
And her little fi shes two.

“Swim!” said the mother;
“We swim!” said the two,

So they swam and they leaped
Where the stream runs blue.

Over in the meadow,
In a hole in a tree

Lived an old mother bluebird
And her little birdies three.

“Sing!” said the mother;
“We sing!” said the three,

So they sang and were glad
In a hole in the tree.

Over in the meadow,
In the reeds on the shore

Lived an old mother muskrat
And her little ratties four.
“Dive!” said the mother;
“We dive!” said the four,

So they dived and they burrowed
In the reeds on the shore.

Over in the meadow,
In a snug beehive

Lived a mother honey bee
And her little bees fi ve.
“Buzz!” said the mother;
“We buzz!” said the fi ve,

So they buzzed and they hummed
In the snug beehive.

Over in the meadow,
In a nest built of sticks

Lived a black mother crow
And her little crows six.

“Caw!” said the mother;
“We caw!” said the six,

So they cawed and they called
In their nest built of sticks.

Over in the meadow,
Where the grass is so even
Lived a gay mother cricket
And her little crickets seven.

“Chirp!” said the mother;
“We chirp!” said the seven,

So they chirped cheery notes
In the grass soft and even.

Over in the meadow,
By the old mossy gate

Lived a brown mother lizard
And her little lizards eight.
“Bask!” said the mother;

“We bask!” said the eight,
So they basked in the sun
On the old mossy gate.

Over in the meadow,
Where the quiet pools shine
Lived a green mother frog
And her little froggies nine.
“Croak!” said the mother;
“We croak!” said the nine,

So they croaked and they splashed
Where the quiet pools shine.

Over in the meadow,
In a sly little den

Lived a gray mother spider
And her little spiders ten.
“Spin!” said the mother;
“We spin!” said the ten,
So they spun lacy webs

In their sly little den.

Over in the Meadow
(to the tune of “Turkey in the Straw”) Journal: Help your child fi nd two leaves outside. Discuss the similarities 

and differences between them using the sense of sight, touch, smell and 
hearing (do not taste, unless you are positive the leaf is edible). Why do 
the two leaves look different? Encourage your child to draw a picture 
of the leaves in his or her journal.  Help your child write (or otherwise 
indicate) special features of the leaves. Record where you found the 
leaves.

Binocular Safari: Practice using binoculars (real, homemade, or both, 
if possible) with your child. Observe animals at home or in a local park. 
Discuss what they look like and what they are doing.

To use binoculars, fi rst spot an animal or object with your eyes. Without 
taking your eyes off the object, lift the binoculars to your eyes to peer 
through. Were you able to keep your eyes on the object?

Home Connections
Conexiones en el Hogar

Dear Parent or Guardian: 
As part of our learning activities this year, we will be using a program 
called Growing Up WILD to explore nature and wildlife. This program 
builds on young children’s natural curiosity and sense of wonder 
about the world. The activities are designed to help your child learn 
important language, math, reading, art, health and science skills 
while exploring topics about wildlife and nature.

A key part of the Growing Up WILD program are the “Home 
Connections” cards that go along with each activity. These cards 
offer simple ideas for exploring nature with your child around your 
home or neighborhood. When we do a Growing Up WILD activity in 
class, we will send home the related “Home Connections” card.

We hope that you will take a few minutes to try one or more of the 
“Home Connections” with your child. They are easy and fun to do, 
and will help your child see that nature is all around us. 

Thank you for your support!

Estimados Padres o Encargados: 
Como parte de nuestras actividades de este año, estaremos 
utilizando un programa llamado “Creciendo Silvestre” para explorar 
la naturaleza y la vida silvestre. Este programa desarrolla en sus hijos 
e hijas la curiosidad natural y el sentido de un mundo maravilloso. 
Las actividades están diseñadas para ayudar a su hijo o hija a 
aprender lenguaje importante, matemática, lectura, arte, salud y 
destrezas de ciencia mientras explora temas relacionados con la 
vida silvestre y la naturaleza. 

Una parte clave del programa “Creciendo Silvestre” lo son las 
tarjetas llamadas “Conexiones en el Hogar” que son parte de cada 
actividad. Estas tarjetas ofrecen ideas sencillas para explorar la 
naturaleza con su hijo o hija alrededor de su hogar o vecindario. 
Cuando nosotros trabajemos una actividad de “Creciendo 
Silvestre” en el salón, le enviaremos a su hogar las tarjetas 
“Conexiones en el Hogar” correspondientes. 

Esperamos que usted dedique algunos minutos para trabajar una 
o más de las tarjetas “Conexiones en el Hogar” con su hijo o hija. 
Además de ayudar a su hijo o hija a observar la naturaleza que 
nos rodea, las actividades contenidas en las tarjetas son fáciles y 
divertidas de hacer. 

¡Gracias por su apoyo!

Home Connections ✿ Conexiones en el Hogar
Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children  © 2009 Council for Environmental Education

Parent/Guardian Letter
The Home Connections card 
to the left is designed to serve 
as an introduction to parents or 
guardians. You may send this 
card home at the beginning of 
the school year or nature unit. 
You may wish to copy this and 
other Home Connections cards 
onto colored paper to draw 
attention to them.
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