
 

   

   

 

   

    
 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

       

    

    

      

    

      

       

       

   

   

       

         

      

      

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

MEMORANDUM


To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners

From: Dr. Thomas Eason, Director, Division of Habitat and Species

Conservation

Date: November 19, 2015

Subject: Strategic Follow-Up: Florida’s Wildlife Management Area System

Purpose:

To provide the Commission an informative presentation on the activities and accomplishments on 

Florida’s Wildlife Management Area system.

Summary:

The Florida Wildlife Management Area system (WMA) encompasses over 5.9 million acres on 147

different areas.  Recent planning efforts have identified a strategic vision for the future of the WMA 

system which states:

“Florida’s WMA system is an exemplary and nationally-renowned, comprehensive

network of conservation and recreation lands that sustains viable fish and wildlife 

populations, benefits communities, and enhances Florida’s economy.  The WMA 

system contributes to the conservation of biological diversity on a landscape level

and sustains ecological processes and services. Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) strategically and adaptively manages the WMA

system in collaboration with a broad network of actively engaged partners and

supportive stakeholders. The WMA system provides a broad range of hunting, 

fishing and fish and wildlife focused recreational opportunities that result in 

satisfied users. These uses occur across the system harmoniously and are 

compatible with natural resource conservation. The management of the WMA

system embodies the tenets of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.  

FWC employees understand and support the WMA system as essential to achieving 

the agency’s mission. The WMA system is recognized, valued and supported by

Florida’s demographically diverse residents and visitors.”

The presentation will touch on the beginnings of the WMA system, give an overview of the current 

operations and management approach of the WMA system today and take a brief look at the 

ongoing development of a strategic vision for the future.  

Staff Recommendation:

Staff is presenting this item for informational purposes and any discussion that the Commission 

may have.

Staff Contact and/or Presenter:

David Johnson, Division of Habitat and Species Management


