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Newsletter for the south Florida canal and urban pond angler
Our Purpose:  To identify excellent south Florida freshwater fi shing opportunities and to provide 

urban anglers with relevant information that will enhance the quality of their outdoor experience.

Black Bass
Management Plan approved
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission approved the Black Bass 
Management Plan (BBMP) at a public meeting 

in St. Augustine during June 2011. The fi nal 
BBMP can be reviewed online, or printed using 
the link below, along with summary materials 
and background information.
 The FWC thanks the thousands of 
anglers who provided input in person or via 
surveys to help ensure this plan included a 
broad public perspective. FWC also greatly 
appreciates the hard work of the Technical 
Assistance Group (TAG) that helped interpret 
the public input and merge it with the best 
scientifi c recommendations to develop the plan.
 The TAG was comprised of 
representatives from a variety of public 
stakeholder segments such as avid anglers, 
tackle shop owners, lure manufacturers, 
tournament anglers, fi shing guides, outdoor 
writers, university researchers and tourism 
destination marketers. FWC heard from more 
than 7,500 people, who completed either the 
fi rst or second survey (or both) or spoke directly 
with Commission biologists.
 “Together we will ensure Florida is the 
undisputed Bass Fishing Capital of the World, 
thus helping signifi cantly to enhance the 
habitat not only for bass but for all aquatic 
species and people. Promoting the quality 
of our fi sheries will also draw tourists and 
generate the next generation that cares, 
further helping our economy and local 
businesses and improving the quality of life for 
families and children by getting them involved 
in a lifetime of healthy, outdoor recreation,” 



stated Tom Champeau, Director of FWC’s 
Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management.
 The full BBMP document, summary 
three-panel and four-panel brochures, and a 
variety of related background and reference 
materials are available at:
www.MyFWC.com/fi shing/freshwater/black-bass/

Featured fi sh:
Channel catfi sh
Size:  The channel catfi sh is one of our biggest 
local freshwater fi shes, readily exceeding 
10 pounds. The state record of 44.5 pounds 
was landed in 1985. The Big Catch certifi cate 
minimum sizes are 31 inches or 15 pounds.
Identifi cation:  Whiskers immediately identify 
this species as a catfi sh, and the deeply forked 
tail and small black spots on the sides are 
usually diagnostic.
Similar species:  The small black spots 
differentiate it from all other catfi shes found 
in Florida. For large individuals that may be 
nearly all black with less visible spots, the 
deeply forked tail is still a reliable identifi er.

A nice 12.5-pound channel catfi sh from Plantation 
Heritage Fish Management Area. This fi sh was 
probably stocked about 10 years previously.

Angling qualities:  This fi sh makes up in 
size what it might lack in aggression and 
jumping ability. While channels—especially 
bigger specimens—are piscivorous and will 
occasionally take lures, the vast majority 
are taken on bait. Chicken or beef livers, 
live worms, cut hot dogs, and commercially-
prepared “stink baits” all do well. Once 
hooked, channels are strong fi ghters given 
to stubborn runs rather than aerial antics. 
Channel catfi sh can provide excellent table 
fare, though many veteran catfi sh anglers 
claim that somewhat smaller fi sh (under fi ve 
pounds or so) taste best.
 Because channel catfi sh do not 
typically reproduce well in most south Florida 
habitats, they are stocked annually in water 
bodies where the FWC maintains fi shable 
populations (Palm Lake, Okeeheelee, Caloosa, 
Plantation Heritage, and Tropical Fish 
Management Areas). Lakes Osborne and Ida 
are exceptions where previous FWC stockings 
have now resulted in self-sustaining, naturally 
reproducing channel catfi sh populations.

FIU researchers 
ask for anglers’ help
in fi sh tagging study
by Dave Gandy,
Florida International University
Assistant professor Dr. Jennifer Rehage and 
graduate student Dave Gandy at Florida 
International University (FIU) are currently 
working on a research study examining 
seasonal fi sh community interactions in 
canals bordering Everglades National Park 
(ENP). “Our understanding of canals as 
habitat for aquatic organisms remains 
limited,” the FIU researchers said, “especially 
for fi shes.”  They expect that sampling of 
canals in the southern and central Everglades 
will improve understanding of their role 
as habitat and refuges (both from extreme 
temperature variations and seasonal 
water level fl uctuations) for native and 
nonnative freshwater fi sh. In addition, their 
collaborative sampling efforts in these canals 
with the National Park Service’s (NPS) South 

www.MyFWC.com/fishing/freshwater/black-bass/


Florida and Caribbean Inventory and Monitoring 
Network should provide for early detection 
and response to new exotic species invasion 
threats into ENP. As a result, they expect to 
provide resource managers with additional 
tools for management of nonnative species. 
Funding is being provided by the NPS Critical 
Ecosystems Studies Initiative (CESI).

Study area for this project. Anglers should watch 
for tagged fi sh (see below) in or near the canals 
marked blue.

 Sampling for this research is being 
conducted in canals along the northern and 
eastern boundaries of ENP, as well as the 
L-67A Canal. Sampling occurs repeatedly 
throughout the year to understand how water 
levels infl uence fi sh movements between 
canals and adjacent marshes.  To do this, 
fi sh are collected by electrofi shing, where an 
electric fi eld is produced off the bow of an 
aluminum boat. This method is a standard 
practice used by many freshwater fi sheries 
scientists and allows for a reliable measure 
in determining the number of species present 
and their relative abundance over time. This 

method is nonlethal, momentarily stunning 
the fi sh, which are then netted and placed 
into a livewell. The researchers then identify, 
weigh, and measure all fi sh and, after 
allowing them to fully recover, they can be 
released unharmed.

An electrofi shing boat. An electrical fi eld near the 
bow harmlessly stuns fi sh, allowing them to be 
dipnetted, measured, tagged, and released.

 In addition to examining fi sh 
community interactions in canals, funding 
by the Everglades Foundation has provided 
support for a tagging component to be added. 
This mark-and-recapture tagging technique 
allows tracking of the movement, habitat 
use, and distribution of important native 
and nonnative fi shes over the large network 
of canals and water control structures 
surrounding ENP. Researchers expect this 
will help scientists and resource managers 
better understand how often fi sh move 
between canals divided by water control 
structures, as well as how movement patterns 
of native and nonnative fi shes within the 
canal networks may differ. “This type of 
information can be extremely useful to aid 
and improve fi sheries management practices, 
especially in highly managed areas where 
ecosystem restoration is ongoing such as 
in the Everglades,” said Gandy, “and this 
is where we are calling on anglers for their 
help.” One particular tagging method they 
are employing is the use of external T-bar 
tags. These are small plastic tags that are 



inserted just below the front of the dorsal 
fi n. The species they are focusing on include 
largemouth bass, butterfl y peacock bass, 
and bowfi n. In this kind of study, the data 
provided by recaptures of previously-
tagged fi sh can only be used if the recapture 
rates are high enough. This is where the 
researchers at FIU hope fi shermen can help 
by reporting the tag number of any tagged 
fi sh caught.

Example of the T-bar tags being used in this 
study. Each tag has its own unique identifying 
number and a call-in number and email address 
for reporting tagged fi sh.

These tags contain a unique identifying 
number along with a toll-free phone number 
and email address where fi shermen may call or 
write to report their tagged fi sh; including the 
tag number, species caught, and location, as 
well as any other information collected at the 
time of capture such as weight and length and 
whether the fi sh was released or kept.

Largemouth bass             Butterfl y peacock bass

Bowfi n

Tagging locations on fi sh species being tracked by 
this study. Tags are placed below the front of the 
dorsal fi n.

If you catch a tagged fi sh:

Note the following information:

1. Tag number: _______________________

2. Fish species: _______________________

3. Location caught: ____________________

4. Weight: __________  Length: __________

5. Was fi sh kept or released? ____________

Call 1-855-765-5826 or email canalfi sh@
gmail.com to report your tagged catch.

Featured locale:
Snake Creek (C-9) Canal
This was one of the best southeast Florida 
canals for largemouth bass and butterfl y 
peacock combined in FWC’s most recent 
electrofi shing surveys. The occasional snook or 
tarpon might also surprise bass anglers fi shing 
this system.
Location: The C-9 originates at Water 
Conservation Area 3 and fl ows east through 
northern Miami-Dade and southern Broward 
counties to Dixie Highway.
Size: There are over 26 miles of navigable 
canal present, with three lakes providing an 
additional 220 acres of water to fi sh.
Fish species present: Largemouth bass, 
butterfl y peacock, snook, tarpon, bluegill, 
redear sunfi sh, jaguar guapote, Mayan cichlid, 
oscar, and spotted tilapia.
Angling information: The Snake Creek Canal 
offers good fi shing for largemouth bass as 
well as butterfl y peacock. Fish of both species 
average about 14.5” (nearly two pounds) in this 
system. Peacocks exceeding fi ve pounds have 
also been recorded here. Snook and tarpon are 
more occasional catches, but nevertheless move 
this canal into the category of those that offer 
the opportunity of a “Canal Trifecta”, a catch of 
any three of these sportfi sh in a single day.
 Bream fi shing is average compared to 
other local canals. The bluegill and redear 



sunfi sh populations are augmented by the 
presence of a number of exotic “panfi sh” 
including Mayan cichlid, spotted tilapia, 
oscar, and jaguar guapote. All of the typical 
bream baits and lures will work for most of 
these species, with live worms being perhaps 
the best all-around bait.
 The 18-mile-long main stretch of 
the C-9 is one of the longer and straighter 
canals in southeast Florida, and the very 
consistent box-cut shoreline and fl at canal 
bottom makes it somewhat more diffi cult to 
locate habitat variations that will hold fi sh. 
This “sameness” throughout this portion of 
the canal makes the usual hot spots such as 
canal intersections, sharp bends, fallen trees, 
bridges, and dead-ends even more important 
here. Strong current in the main canal can 
also make fi shing diffi cult, so under these 
circumstances look for any structures that 
will offer fi sh refuge from the current, or stick 
to the lateral canals and lakes in the system.
 A few extra cautions apply to this 
canal. Manatees may be present, so keep 
watch for them and be sure to obey posted no-
wake zones and other regulations. A number 

of low bridges are also present, so take 
additional care when navigating them.
Directions: From the Turnpike exit east on County 
Line Rd  (NW 215th St), turn south (right) on 
Hwy  441 (NW 2nd Ave), and turn east (left) 
after NW 202nd Terrace just before crossing 
the canal or reaching NW 199th Street.  The 
ramp is located at the northeast corner of 
where Hwy 441 crosses the canal.
From I-95 exit west on Ives Dairy Road, turn 
north (right) on Hwy 441.  Cross over the canal 
and turn right to reach the ramp.
Note: Manatees are quite common, so be careful 
boating and watch for posted regulations.
GPS coordinates: (25.9599, -80.2049).

For further information: A larger version of the 
map above and more detailed fl yer, as well as 
the current fi shing forecast for the area, are all 
available  online at:
MyFWC.com/fi shing/freshwater/sites-forecast/

under the “South Region” link. Hard copies of 
the map and fl yer are available by writing to: 
FWC Non-Native Fish Research Lab, Attn. 
Canal Maps, 801 NW 40th Street, Boca Raton, 
FL  33431.



Decomp Physical Model 
receives fi nal permit
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) received 
the fi nal permit for the construction and 
interim operations of the Water Conservation 
Area 3 (WCA-3) Decompartmentalization (Decomp) 
and Sheetfl ow Enhancement Physical Model 
on January 9 from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.
 The Decomp Physical Model (DPM) is a 
fi eld test that will be conducted along a 3,000-
foot stretch of the L-67A and L-67C levees 
and canals in WCA-3A and 3B to determine 
how best to design and formulate plans for 
future decompartmentalization of WCA-3, 
as visualized in the Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan (CERP).
 The DPM is designed to address 
scientifi c, water fl ow and water management 
uncertainties that require clarifi cation prior to 
future planning and construction of Everglades 
restoration projects, authorized in the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2000. 
 A contract award is anticipated in April 
2012, with work tentatively scheduled to  occur 
from May 2012 through October 2012. Access 
through the L-67A Canal will remain open 
during and after installation. However, access 
through the northern portion of the L-67C Canal 
will be blocked until test completion in 2014.
 For additional information, contact 

Stephen Baisden, USACE project manager at 
(904) 232-1794 or stephen.a.baisden@usace.
army.mil. Additional information is also 
available at www.evergladesplan.org/pm/projects/
docs_12_wca3_model.aspx.

Freshwater bait 
and tackle shop fi nder

               = Sells fi shing licenses.
             = Sells freshwater bait.

Licenses are also available by telephone at 
1-888-FISH-FLORIDA (1-888-347-4356) and 
online at MyFWC.com/License.

Note:  Bait and tackle shops may 
occasionally change locations or close. It is 
recommended that you call any shop you are 
unfamiliar with before traveling to it.

Palm Beach County
Boynton Fisherman Supply 
618 N Federal Hwy.
Boynton Beach, FL  33435
(561) 736-0568

Dewing’s Fly and Gun Shop 
123 Datura St. 
West Palm Beach, FL  33401
(561) 655-4434

Fishing Headquarters 
633 A Alt. A1A
Jupiter, FL  33477
(561) 743-7335

Flamingo Food Store  
7077 Lake Worth Rd.
Lake Worth, FL  33467
(561) 439-3376

Florida Native Bait & Tackle 
1824 N Federal Hwy.
Boynton Beach, FL  33435
(561) 738-2246

Gator Guns & Pawn, Inc. 
2489 N Military Trail
West Palm Beach, FL  33409
(561) 689-0065

www.evergladesplan.org/pm/projects/docs_12_wca3_model.aspx
www.evergladesplan.org/pm/projects/docs_12_wca3_model.aspx
MyFWC.com/License


Grand Slam Sportfi shing Supply 
261 N Alt. A1A
Jupiter, FL  33477
(561) 746-0526

Grand Slam Sportfi shing Supply
207 E Blue Heron Blvd.
Riviera Beach, FL  33404
(561) 841-2848

Juno Bait & Custom Rods 
12220 US Hwy. 1
Juno Beach, FL  33408
(561) 694-2797

Jupiter Bait & Tackle 
141 Center St.
Jupiter, FL  33477
(561) 746-2116

Lott Brothers, Inc. 
631 Northlake Blvd.
N. Palm Beach, FL  33408
(561) 844-0244

Perk’s Bait & Tackle 
307 N 4th St.
Lantana, FL  33462
(561) 582-3133

R & J Bait & Tackle  
2393 N Military Trail
West Palm Beach, FL  33409
(561) 712-1171

Sandy Hook Bait & Tackle 
1191 N Federal Hwy.
Delray Beach, FL  33483
(561) 274-9300

Seven Seas Bait & Tackle I
47 E Blue Heron Blvd.
Riviera Beach, FL  33404
(561) 842-7190

Seven Seas Bait & Tackle  II 
1308 NW 2nd Ave.
Boca Raton, FL  33432
(561) 392-4772

Slim’s Fish Camp 
W end SR 717 (Torrey Island)
Belle Glade, FL  33430
(561) 996-3844

Tuppen’s 
1002 N Dixie Hwy.
Lake Worth, FL  33460
(561) 582-9012

X Generation Custom Rods 
410 N Dixie Hwy.
Lantana, FL  33462
(561) 296-7637

Broward County

Angler’s Bait & Tackle
230 E Dania Beach Blvd.
Dania, FL  33004
(954) 922-5562

Atlantic Bait & Tackle 
900 E Atlantic Blvd.
Pompano Beach, FL  33060
(954) 946-1040

BJ’s Bait & Tackle 
201 SW 125 Ave.
Plantation, FL  33325
(954) 475-0248

Carl’s Bait & Tackle 
2510 Davie Blvd.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312
(954) 581-8890

Competition Tackle & Marine 
5011 S State Rd. 7              
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33314
(954) 581-4476

Everglades Holiday Park 
State Rd. 27
21940 Griffi n Rd.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33332
(954) 434-8111



Everglades Pro Bass Center 
8246 Griffi n Rd.                
Davie, FL  33328
(954) 434-4495

Fisherman’s One Stop 
1649 E Sample Rd.
Pompano Beach, FL  33064
(954) 946-1307

The Fly Shop of Ft. Lauderdale
4834 N Federal Hwy.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33308
(954) 772-5822

Jonah’s Bait & Tackle 
209 W Hillsboro Blvd.
Deerfi eld Beach, FL  33441
(954) 426-2061

Les Will’s Bait & Tackle 
272 SW 27th Ave.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312
(954) 583-7302

Lloyd’s Bait and Tackle 
6221 Margate Blvd.
Margate, FL  33063
(954) 401-5681

Sawgrass Recreation Park 
1006 N Hwy. 27
P.O. Box 291620
Weston, FL  33327
(954) 389-0202

Miami-Dade County

Crook & Crook 
2795 SW 27th Ave.
Miami, FL  33133
(305) 854-0005

Don’s Bait & Tackle 
30710 S Federal Hwy.
Homestead, FL  33030
(305) 247-6616

The Fishing Line Bait & Tackle 
9254 SW 40th St. (Bird Rd.)  
Miami, FL  33165
(305) 598-2444

The Fly Shop of Miami
8243 S Dixie Hwy.
Miami, FL  33143
(305) 669-5851

Kendall Bait & Tackle Inc. 
9402 S Dixie Hwy.
Miami, FL  33156
(305) 670-3474

Old Cutler Bait & Tackle 
20264 Old Cutler Rd.
Miami, FL  33189
(305) 233-0848

Sonia’s Seafood Market 
7501 SW 8th St.
Miami, FL  33144
(305) 267-3050

This newsletter is a publication of the
South Region Fisheries Management Section 
of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC), and is paid for in part by 
Sport Fish Restoration funds. To contact The 
City Fisher, e-mail John.Cimbaro@MyFWC.com 
or phone John Cimbaro at 561-882-5721. You 
can also write to:  John Cimbaro; Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission; 8535 Northlake 
Boulevard; West Palm Beach, FL  
33412. Back issues are available. 
You can visit us at MyFWC.com.
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