
 
 

    

   

    

      
 

  
       

   
 

   
    

   
  

     
 

 
   

  
  

     
   

 
 

 
    
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From: Colonel Curtis Brown, Director, Division of Law Enforcement 

Date: June 19, 2018 

Subject: Draft Rule – Airboat Operator Course 

Purpose: 
Present proposed rule language for 68D-35.001 Florida Administrative Code (FAC) to establish 
minimum standards and criteria for Commission approval of Airboat Operator Courses. 

Summary: 
A tragic fatal airboat accident in South Florida was the impetus behind House Bill 1211 “Ellie’s 
Law” which created subsection 327.391(5)(a), which requires all airboat operators carrying 
passengers for hire to complete an Airboat Operator’s Course.  This section of state statute, 
amended during the 2018 legislative session, also requires the Commission implement the course 
by October 1, 2018. 

Staff worked with the airboat education industry, stakeholders and gathered public input to 
develop the proposed rule detailing minimum course requirements for instructor qualifications, 
student requirements, airboat operators course requirements, basic course topics, proof of 
completion, and refresher course requirements. The draft rule is supported by the airboat 
education industry, stakeholders, and the public as indicated from three public meetings and 
meetings with the Florida Airboater’s Association. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Approve staff request to publish draft rule 68D-35.001 FAC and file the rule for adoption if no 
additional hearing is requested. 

Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Major Robert Rowe, Boating and Waterways Section Leader 


