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To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners E '
From: Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management ‘z‘%;pk
Date: June 21, 2016

Subject:  Consent Agenda, Draft Rule — Boca Grande Pass Gear Restriction Boundary

Purpose:

To amend rule language in the Boca Grande Pass Gear Restriction Rule (68B-4.018, Florida Administrative
Code) by modifying the boundary of the area defined in rule as Boca Grande Pass in order to reflect changes
made by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) to the navigation buoys marking Boca Grande Channel.

Summary:

In February 2016, the USCG completed a channel marker redesign project for Boca Grande Channel to
ensure that the marked channel better aligned with the current location and configuration of the natural
channel. As part of this project, the USCG removed the #12 red buoy marking the entrance to the Boca
Grande Channel, and replaced it with a new buoy (Charlotte Harbor Channel LB 6) located 0.21 miles
(approximately 1,096 feet) to the east-southeast (see attached map). Because the #12 red buoy was used as
a reference point in the Commission’s rule that defines the boundary of Boca Grande Pass for purposes of
implementing specific fishing gear restrictions that apply within this area, the rule needs to be updated. The
proposed rule would delete the reference to the buoy that has been removed and incorporate the location of
the new buoy.

An Executive Order (EO 16-10) was executed in March to ensure that the boundary of Boca Grande Pass
was updated before the seasonal gear restrictions became effective on April 1, 2016. This draft rule will
incorporate the changes made by EO 16-10 into the Commission’s rule (68B-4.018, FAC).

Modifying the definition of Boca Grande Pass by referencing the new Charlotte Harbor Channel LB 6 buoy
as the western boundary point reduces the size of the area where the Boca Grande Pass Gear Restrictions
apply by a total of 0.12 square miles.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends amending 68B-4.018(1), Florida Administrative Code to update the boundary of the area
defined as Boca Grande Pass to reflect the current configuration of the buoys marking Boca Grande
Channel.

Staff also recommends the rule be advertised and filed for adoption without further hearing, unless
requested.

Staff Contact and/or Presenter:
Melissa Recks, Section Leader, Division of Marine Fisheries Management
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