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Council’s (Council) Dec. 7-11 meeting in Atlantic Beach, NC. 
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• Yellowtail snapper: changed fishing year start date from Jan. 1 to 
Aug.1 

• Dolphin: implemented a 4,000-lb. commercial trip limit once 75% of 
the commercial quota has been caught 

• Black sea bass: 

• Reduced size of closed area for commercial traps 
• Increased recreational bag limit from 5 to 7 

fish 

• Adopted Snapper-Grouper Vision Blueprint 

The Council took final action on several items at its December meeting. They approved changing the 

start date of the fishing year for yellowtail snapper from Jan. 1 to Aug. 1, to minimize the likelihood of 

an in-season closure for the commercial fishery during the winter, when market price is near its peak. 

Now if the quota is met, a closure would coincide with the yellowtail spawning season.  There is mixed 

support for this action among commercial yellowtail fishermen because it does not address all of their 

concerns regarding management of this fishery. 

In response to shifting trends in the commercial harvest of dolphin, the Council approved a 4,000-

pound trip limit once 75% of the commercial quota has been harvested.  This may allow the fishery to 

remain open year-round and preserve access for the hook-and-line fleet, which was largely shut out of 

the fishery in 2015 due to increased participation by the long-line fleet. The opportunity to harvest 

dolphin year-round is important to Florida’s commercial fishermen. 

The Council took two actions to increase access to black sea bass. First, they reduced the size of the 

November through April commercial black sea bass trap closed area. Traps have been prohibited 

during these months since 2012.  This action is strongly supported by trap fishermen since it will 

allow them to fish when catch rates and market price are highest.  Second, they approved increasing 

the recreational bag limit from five to seven fish per person to allow anglers to harvest more quota. 

Following the quota increase in 2013, the recreational fishery has only caught 39-57% of its share. 

Staff will bring black sea bass to a future Commission meeting to consider similar options for Atlantic 

state waters. 

These four actions will be forwarded to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce for review and approval. 

After three years of development and over 40 public meetings, the Council approved its Snapper-

Grouper Vision Blueprint, which will guide management of Atlantic snapper-grouper species from 

2016-2020. 
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• Changes to recreational and commercial regulations and quotas: 

• Hogfish 

• Mutton snapper 

• South Atlantic for-hire electronic reporting 

New requirement for federally-permitted charterboats 

• Weekly reporting requirement 

The South Atlantic Council approved three items for public comment: hogfish, mutton snapper, and 

for-hire electronic reporting. In-person public meetings will be held to collect public comment in 

February 2016.  The Council’s public hearings on potential mutton snapper management changes will 

be held in coordination with FWC.  

For hogfish, the Council is considering a rebuilding plan because the East Florida/Florida Keys stock 

is overfished and overfishing is occurring.  The Council is considering separate quotas, minimum size 

limits, commercial trip limits, recreational bag limits, and recreational fishing seasons for the East 

Florida/Florida Keys stock and the Georgia-North Carolina stock. 

Council-proposed mutton snapper management changes include adjusting the annual quota, 

establishing year-round commercial trip limits, lowering recreational bag limits, and reducing harvest 

during the spawning season. There is broad public support for decreasing the mutton snapper 

recreational bag limit and commercial trip limit during the spawning season, as well as general 

support for year-round reductions in harvest allowed by both sectors. 

The Council is considering requiring federally-permitted charter vessels to electronically report trip 

information.  Presently, headboats are required to electronically report information such as fishing 

location, harvest, and discards, but charter vessels are not.  The Council-preferred options would 

require all federally-permitted for-hire vessels (charter and headboat) to electronically report fishing 

data on a weekly basis.  Permit holders could submit reports via smartphones, tablets, or computers. 

Unlike what is proposed in the Gulf, location will not be actively tracked for the South Atlantic for-hire 

fleet, but permit holders will be asked to report the general area in which they fished. Electronic 

reporting could improve the timeliness and accuracy of data from the for-hire fleet that is used to 

track landings and quotas. 
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• Warsaw Hole Spawning Special Management Zone 

• New Information resulted In selection of a new Council-preferred 
closed area of 4 square miles 

• 10-year sunset provision 

• Final action expected at the March Council meeting 

• Hired new Executive Director: Gregg Waugh 

The Council reviewed the amendment that would establish Spawning Special Management 

Zones (SMZs) at several locations throughout the South Atlantic.  The Council is considering 

establishing SMZs to protect known or suspected snapper-grouper spawning sites. The 

Council heard a presentation that included new information on the bottom topography at 

Warsaw Hole, the proposed site in federal waters off Florida.  Based on this information, the 

Council chose to change their preferred size for the SMZ at Warsaw Hole from 1 to 4 square 

miles in area.  The Council also selected a 10-year deadline for the sunset provision, where 

the SMZ designation could expire.  If research shows that spawning occurs within an SMZ 

before the sunset provision deadline, the Council would reauthorize the SMZ designation. If 

there is no scientific evidence of spawning, the area would re-open to fishing for snapper-

grouper species. The Council is expected to take final action on this item at their March 

meeting. 

Bob Mahood, Executive Director of the Council, retired in December.  The Council completed 

interviews for the Executive Director position at the December meeting and announced the 

hire of his replacement, Gregg Waugh, who was the long-time Deputy Director of the Council. 
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• Input on Council items is welcome 

• Next Council meeting is March 7-11 in Jekyll Island, GA 

Staff is not seeking direction on specific Council items at this time; however, input on Council 

items is always welcome. 

The South Atlantic Council will next meet March 7-11 in Jekyll Island, Georgia. 
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