
MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From: Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 

Date:  February 11, 2016 

Subject: South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Report 
 

Purpose: 
Staff will provide Commissioners with a review of actions and discussions from the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) December 7-11, 2015, meeting in Atlantic Beach, NC. 
 
Summary: 
At its December 2015 meeting, the Council took final action on several items:  
 
• The Council voted to change the fishing year start date for yellowtail snapper from January 1 to August 

1 to minimize the likelihood of an in-season closure during November and December.  This action will 
not address all the concerns identified by commercial yellowtail snapper fishermen regarding 
management of the fishery, so support is mixed. 

• The Council chose to implement a 4,000-pound commercial trip limit for dolphin once 75% of the 
commercial quota has been harvested.  The Council hopes that this will allow the commercial dolphin 
fishery to remain open for the entire year.  The opportunity to harvest dolphin year-round is important to 
Florida’s commercial fishermen.  

• They approved a reduction in the size of the area closed to black sea bass traps from November 1 
through April 30.  Florida’s black sea bass trap fishermen strongly support this change.   

• The Council voted to increase the black sea bass recreational bag limit from five fish per person to seven 
fish per person.  

 
Implementation of these actions is subject to approval by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce. 
 
After significant stakeholder engagement over timethree years and over 40 meetings with stakeholders, the 
Council formally adopted the Snapper-Grouper Vision Blueprint which will guide management of snapper-
grouper species from 2016-2020.   
 
The Council approved public hearings on proposed changes to hogfish and mutton snapper management, as 
well as for-hire reporting requirements.  For hogfish, the Council will set quotas and is considering reducing 
recreational bag limits, implementing commercial trip limits, and raising minimum size limits for the East 
Florida/Florida Keys stock and the Georgia-North Carolina stock.  Mutton snapper public hearings will be 
held in coordination with FWC and will solicit public input on several items including those the 
Commission approved in November 2015, such as recreational bag limits, commercial trip limits, and 
additional restrictions during the spawning season.  The Council will also seek public comment on proposed 
requirements for weekly electronic reporting of catch and discards by the for-hire fleet. 
 
The Council is scheduled to take final action in March on the establishment of Spawning Special 
Management Zones (SMZs).  After reviewing new data at the December meeting, the Council chose a four 
square mile area for Warsaw Hole off Florida.  The Council also chose a 10 year sunset provision for 
removal of the SMZ designation if the site does not meet management goals. 



 
Staff Recommendation: 
This presentation is for informational purposes and any discussion or direction that the Commission may 
have.Staff has no specific recommendations on Council-related items at this time. 
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 
 

Briefing points:  
 


