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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY 
This study was conducted for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(hereinafter referred to as the Commission) to determine residents’, hunters’, and farmers’ 

opinions on deer in general, the size of the deer population in Florida, and the state’s 

management of the deer population.  The study entailed three separate scientific telephone 

surveys of the following groups:  residents, hunters, and farmers (these surveys will be referred 

to in the report as the General Population Survey, the Hunter Survey, and the Farmer Survey).   

 

For the surveys, telephones were selected as the preferred sampling medium because of the 

almost universal ownership of telephones among the three samples (both landlines and cell 

phones were called).  Additionally, telephone surveys, relative to mail or Internet surveys, allow 

for more scientific sampling and data collection, provide higher quality data, obtain higher 

response rates, are more timely, and are more cost-effective.  Telephone surveys also have fewer 

negative effects on the environment than do mail surveys because of reduced use of paper and 

reduced energy consumption for delivering and returning the questionnaires.   

 

The telephone survey questionnaires were developed cooperatively by Responsive Management 

and the Commission.  Responsive Management conducted pre-tests of the questionnaires to 

ensure proper wording, flow, and logic.  The sample of residents 18 years old and older was 

obtained from SSI and Database 101, firms that specialize in providing scientifically valid 

telephone samples.  The sample included both landlines and cell phones in their proper 

proportions.  The sample of hunters consisted of resident license holders with deer hunting 

privileges in the past 2 years.  The sample of license holders was provided to Responsive 

Management by the Commission.  The sample of farmers was obtained from SSI.  The listing 

used Standard Industrial Classifications (SIC) codes for agriculture, including all crop types and 

dairy farms (all codes that start with 01 and all codes that start with 024).   

 

To determine the DMU of residence, the DMU most often hunted, and the DMU in which the 

farm was located, the survey included questions asking respondents to name the county (of 

residence, in which they hunted most often, in which their farm is located), followed by 
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questions that narrowed down the county to the sub-county level so that the DMU could be 

identified.  This was necessary because some of the DMU boundaries crossed county lines.   

 

A central polling site at the Responsive Management office allowed for rigorous quality control 

over the interviews and data collection.  Responsive Management maintains its own in-house 

telephone interviewing facilities.  These facilities are staffed by interviewers with experience 

conducting computer-assisted telephone interviews on the subjects of outdoor recreation and 

natural resources.   

 

Telephone surveying times are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday 

from noon to 5:00 p.m., and Sunday from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., local time.  The General 

Population Survey was conducted in November and December 2012; the Hunter Survey was 

conducted in November and December 2012; and the Farmer Survey was conducted in 

December 2012.  The software used for data collection was Questionnaire Programming 

Language.   

 

Responsive Management obtained a total of 1,170 completed interviews with residents, stratified 

to obtain at least 100 in each DMU.  In the Hunter Survey, Responsive Management obtained 

2,519 completed interviews, stratified to obtain at least 200 in each DMU (based on where they 

most often hunted deer).  Finally, Responsive Management obtained 1,183 completed interviews 

among farmers in the state, stratified to obtain approximately 100 in each DMU (based on where 

their farm was located).   

 

The analysis of data was performed using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences as well as 

proprietary software developed by Responsive Management.  Throughout this report, findings of 

the telephone surveys are reported at a 95% confidence interval.  For the entire sample of Florida 

residents, the sampling error is at most plus or minus 2.86 percentage points.  For the entire 

sample of hunters, the sampling error is at most plus or minus 1.94 percentages points.  For the 

sample of farmers, the sampling error is estimated to be 2.81 percentage points.   
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GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA 
 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida.  Additionally, 

each of the surveys included open-ended follow-up questions asking for the reasons that 

respondents are dissatisfied.   

• Among residents, satisfaction (42%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (8%).  Most commonly, 

residents give a neutral response, with about half saying “neither” or “don’t know.”   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they do not see enough deer, but 

the second-ranked reason is that they see too many deer/perceive them to be 

overpopulated.   

• The majority of hunters (65%) are satisfied with deer management; however, a quarter of 

hunters (25%) are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they perceive the buck-doe ratio to 

not be good, that there are not enough deer, that they do not like season lengths and 

other aspects of the regulations, and/or that the quality of deer are not good.   

• Among farmers, satisfaction (56%) exceeds dissatisfaction (14%).  Nearly a third (29%) 

are neutral or do not know.   

o Farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are too many 

deer, because of crop damage, because they do not like some aspect of the hunting 

and/or depredation regulations, and/or because they feel the buck-doe ratio is not 

good.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often:  62% are satisfied, while 

24% are dissatisfied.   
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE 
 Common to all three surveys was a question asking if respondents think the deer population 

in their county of residence (or the county where their farm is located) is too high, about 

right, or too low.   

• Residents most commonly think that the deer population is too low (36%), just barely 

more than think it is about right (35%).  At the other end, only 8% think it is too high.   

• Most commonly, hunters think the deer population in their county of residence is about 

right (43%).  Otherwise, they are less likely to think it is too high (8%) than to think it is 

too low (32%).   

• Most commonly, farmers think the deer population in the county where their farm is 

located is about right (46%).  Otherwise, they too are less likely to think it is too high 

(14%) than to think it is too low (25%).   

 

 Similar to the above questions was a question in two of the surveys (the General Population 

Survey and the Hunter Survey) that asked respondents whether they think that there are more 

deer, about the same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 

years ago.   

• Residents most commonly say that they don’t know (39%); otherwise, they most 

commonly say that there are about the same amount of deer (27%), closely followed by 

those who say that there are fewer deer (25%); a relatively small percent say that there 

are more deer (10%).   

• Hunters are fairly evenly divided:  27% think there are more deer, 31% think there are 

about the same numbers of deer, and 22% think there are fewer deer in their county of 

residence (the remainder do not know).   

 

 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents more often want to see the deer herd increased (30%) than see it decreased 

(3%).  The majority want the herd kept the same (52%).   
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• The majority of hunters (53%) want the deer herd increased, while only 6% want it 

decreased; in the middle, 35% want it kept the same.   

• The majority of farmers in Florida (52%) want the deer herd kept the same.  Otherwise, 

23% want it increased, while 12% want it decreased.   

 

HUNTER PREFERENCES REGARDING SEX RATIO 
 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in which they 

hunt deer most often:  54% are satisfied, but 42% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 69% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 26% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  70% want the number of bucks to be increased, while only 2% want a 

decrease (25% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  27% want an increase, while 31% want a decrease in the number of 

does (38% want the number kept the same—the most common response).   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  A large majority of these respondents (89%) would support more days to 

take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd; only 8% would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters who wanted the doe population increased were asked about 

having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are fairly evenly split:  47% would 

support fewer days, and 43% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort 

to increase the deer population.   
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HUNTER PREFERENCES REGARDING LARGE-ANTLERED BUCKS AND ANTLER 
REGULATIONS 

 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  The most common perception is a decline:  16% say that 

there are more, 32% say that there are about the same, and 37% say that there are fewer (the 

remainder do not know).   

 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  There is more dissatisfaction than satisfaction:  57% are 

dissatisfied, compared to 37% who are satisfied.   

 

 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 

bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 

which they favor:  31% favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (58%) favor voluntary 

actions.   

 

 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of hunters 

(72%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-bodied and 

larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; however, 

23% oppose.   

 

OPINIONS ON HUNTING SEASONS 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  79% are satisfied with the structure of the various deer seasons, such as the 

start and end dates, in their hunt area, while 17% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  For three of the four seasons—archery season, muzzleloader 

season, and general gun season—the most common response is that the season is about the 
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right length.  However, for antlerless season, hunters most commonly think it is too short.  In 

all instances, a low percent said the season was too long.   

 

HUNTER PREFERENCES REGARDING BAG LIMITS 
 The survey asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.   

• For all limits over 1 deer, responses were quite similar, with support ranging from 43% to 

48% of the sample (the most support, at 48%, being for a limit of 5 bucks).  However, a 

limit of 1 buck has only 20% support.   

• Interestingly, opposition exceeds support for each limit asked about.  As the limit gets 

higher, support grows (from 20% to 48%) and opposition shrinks (from 78% to 49%), but 

opposition is always higher.  It appears that a limit of some amount more than 5 bucks 

might produce more support than opposition.   

 

HUNTERS’ OPINIONS ON ACCESS 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  73% are 

satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 18% are dissatisfied.   

 

HUNTING PARTICIPATION 
 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 88% indicated that they hunted deer in Florida in the past year.   

 

 The survey asked about the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida.  Just 

under a quarter of hunters (24%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 years.  The 

mean number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 20.09 years.   

 

 The survey asked about the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters 

hunted deer in Florida.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in Florida is 22.35 

days.   

 

 For deer hunting, 91% of deer hunters use modern firearms, 59% use archery equipment, 

53% use muzzleloaders, and 19% use crossbows.   
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 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (95% did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 22% used dogs.  Note 

that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   

 

HUNTING LOCATIONS 
 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• The median distance from home that hunters travel (one-way) to hunt deer in their typical 

hunting location is 25 miles.   

• Private land is used more often than public land in Florida for hunting:  49% use private 

land mostly, and 65% use it at least half the time.  On the other hand, public land is used 

mostly by 34% and used at least half the time by 51%.   

o Those who used private land mostly or at least half the time were asked if they ever 

pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  44% do so some of the time.  The median 

amount paid is $1,000; the median amount of land to which the fee gave access is 

2,500 acres.  The median distance that these hunters travel to that land (one-way) is 

30 miles.   

• The majority of hunters (52%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 years, 

including 31% who did so in the past year.   

 

MOTIVATIONS FOR DEER HUNTING 
 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

The social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or friends, or to just see deer) 

are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of the ranking are to harvest a 

deer and to harvest more than one deer).   

 

FARMING DEMOGRAPHICS 
 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 478.56 acres.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 30.65 years.   
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• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  76% of farmers live on their primary 

farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Hay, 

corn, oranges, and peanuts are the top produce/fruit grown.  Beef cattle are the top 

livestock.  Finally, 15% of farmers grow ornamental shrubs, sod, trees, and other 

landscaping plants.   

 

FARMERS’ CONCERNS RELATED TO DEER 
 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among farmers in Florida, ecological concerns are important, being the first- and third-

ranked items:  the quality of deer habitat in Florida (mean rating of 4.95) and the health 

of the deer population (4.35).  However, the second-ranked item, just below the top, is a 

human concern:  deer-vehicle accidents (mean of 4.81).  Rounding out the top tier is 

another human concern:  tick-borne diseases (4.13).   

o The final three items have markedly lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other 

wildlife (2.41), deer damage to landscaping and yard (1.59), and deer droppings in the 

yard (0.49).   

 

FARM DAMAGE 
 Farmers were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  20% 

indicated that they had incurred deer damage.  The crops or other things most commonly 

damaged are vegetable crops, peanuts, corn, soybeans, and oranges (all with more than 10% 

of the farmers who experienced damage and received this question).   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  7% indicated that they had 

done so.   
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 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  30% had used fencing, while 13% had used scare tactics or 

repellents and 5% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to accept in 

return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 10.2 percent; the 

median is 5 percent.  Nearly a quarter of farmers (24%) say that they are not willing to accept 

any loss.  Otherwise, 22% are willing to accept losses of 1 percent to 5 percent, while 16% 

are willing to accept from 6 to 10 percent in losses.   

 

 Farmers were asked if they personally hunt deer:  28% do so.  They were then asked if they 

hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  57% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  29% allow hunting on at least some of their 

farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (7% of these farmers indicate that they do; this is 2% of all farmers 

polled), as well as the amount of the lease and the acreage involved, as shown in the 

graphs.  The median amount of the leases is $70; the median amount of land involved 

in the leases is 345 acres.   

 

 Farmers were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options for 

controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  51% think it would be very or 

somewhat effective, with 28% saying very effective; meanwhile, 23% say it would be not 

at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  56% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 27% saying very effective; meanwhile, 22% say it 

would be not at all effective.   
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• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  65% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 34% saying very effective; meanwhile, 17% 

say it would be not at all effective.  Of the three, this is perceived to be the most effective.   

 

DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.   

• Among residents, 2% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the past 5 

years.   

• The Hunter Survey found that 11% of hunters had been in a vehicle accident with deer in 

the past 5 years.   

• Farmers are closer to hunters than the general population regarding this:  10% of farmers 

have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the past 5 years.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Residents’ mean rating is 4.91, farmers’ mean rating is 

4.81 (both just below the midpoint of 5.0).   

 

RESIDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
 The majority of residents had participated in gardening in Florida in the past 5 years (52%).  

A second tier of activities includes wildlife viewing (40%) and fishing (also 40%).  Rounding 

out the list of nature-based activities are hiking (29%), camping (24%), and hunting (12%).  

Meanwhile, 19% of residents had done none of these nature-based activities.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if the resident had visited any park or public land 

in the past 5 years:  37% had visited a State Park, 24% had visited a county, city, or 

community park, 24% had visited a National Park, 9% had visited an unspecified park, and 

9% had visited a National Forest.  Meanwhile, 28% had not visited any such public lands.   
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 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  15% see deer around home frequently or 

sometimes; and 15% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes.   

• A similar question asked those in the general population who go hunting or fishing to 

indicate how often they see deer when engaged in those activities:  34% see deer 

frequently or sometimes when hunting or fishing.   

• Likewise, residents who engaged in hiking, camping, or wildlife viewing were asked how 

often they see deer when doing nature-based activities, with similar results:  36% see deer 

frequently or sometimes when engaged in these nature-based activities.   

 

RESIDENTS’ FEELINGS ABOUT DEER AND CONCERNS RELATED TO DEER 
 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the response 

set ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home 

and do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around 

my home and regard them as a nuisance).  The majority of Florida residents fall in the 

acceptance side (68%, including 46% who respond with the highest acceptance level); 

nonetheless, 26% have little or no acceptance of deer.   

 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  

For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 

all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among Florida residents, their greatest deer-related concerns pertain to the health of the 

habitat and the deer herd (broadly speaking, ecological concerns) rather than the negative 

effects deer can have on humans.  The top two items, when ranked by the mean rating, 

are the quality of deer habitat in Florida (5.12) and the health of the deer population 

(5.02).  These are followed fairly closely by two human concerns:  deer-vehicle accidents 

(4.91) and tick-borne diseases (4.76).   

o Rounding out the list among residents are the ecological concern of deer impacts on 

habitat and other wildlife (2.91) and two human-related concerns:  deer damage to 

landscaping (1.04) and deer droppings in the yard (0.51).   
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RESIDENCE DAMAGE 
 The overwhelming majority of Florida residents (99%) have not had any damage to their 

property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer.  Those who did have damage most 

often incurred damage to their garden or landscaping from deer.   

 

LYME DISEASE 
 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  4% of Florida 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   

 

HOMEOWNERS’ OPINIONS ON HUNTING AND DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS 
 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  73% support hunting, but 23% 

oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer.  There is much support for deer hunting as a management tool 

(62% support, while 31% oppose), but not much support for the other options:  

professionals or sharpshooters (only 27% support, with a majority of 64% opposing this 

option) and opening up to archery hunting areas that are usually closed to hunting (39% 

support, while 52% oppose).   

• Those who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural area were asked if 

they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable for hunting):  13% 

said that they allow hunting on their property, 17% do not allow hunting on what is 

presumed to be land otherwise suitable for hunting, and 71% said that their property is 

not suitable for hunting.  (Note that the 13% of this sub-sample is only 1% of all residents 

in the General Population Survey.)   
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Just over a third of residents (36%) have received such information, most commonly 

through the Commission website or through direct mail.   

• Nearly half of hunters (45%) have received such information, most commonly through 

email or through direct mail.   

• More than a third of farmers (34%) have received such information, most commonly 

through direct mail, the Commission website, or through an in-person contact in the field.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (43%), followed by newspapers (10%), 

word-of-mouth (10%), television (10%), and magazines (9%).  Farmers’ most popular 

sources of information are word-of-mouth (22%), the Internet (13%), and magazines 

(12%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about deer:  26% of Florida residents who use the Internet use social 

media, and 14% of farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  48% of residents who use the Internet and 87% of farmers who 

use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some time.   
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INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY 
This study was conducted for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(hereinafter referred to as the Commission) to determine residents’, hunters’, and farmers’ 

opinions on deer in general, the size of the deer population in Florida, and the state’s 

management of the deer population.  The study entailed three separate scientific telephone 

surveys of the following groups:  residents, hunters, and farmers (these surveys will be referred 

to in the report as the General Population Survey, the Hunter Survey, and the Farmer Survey).  

Specific aspects of the research methodology are discussed below.   

 

USE OF TELEPHONES FOR THE SURVEYS 
For the surveys, telephones were selected as the preferred sampling medium because of the 

almost universal ownership of telephones among the three samples (both landlines and cell 

phones were called).  Additionally, telephone surveys, relative to mail or Internet surveys, allow 

for more scientific sampling and data collection, provide higher quality data, obtain higher 

response rates, are more timely, and are more cost-effective.  Telephone surveys also have fewer 

negative effects on the environment than do mail surveys because of reduced use of paper and 

reduced energy consumption for delivering and returning the questionnaires.   

 

QUESTIONNAIRE DESIGN 
The telephone survey questionnaires were developed cooperatively by Responsive Management 

and the Commission, based on the research team’s familiarity with natural resources, wildlife, 

and hunting.  Responsive Management conducted pre-tests of the questionnaires to ensure proper 

wording, flow, and logic.   

 

SURVEY SAMPLES 
The sample of residents 18 years old and older was obtained from SSI and Database 101, firms 

that specialize in providing scientifically valid telephone samples.  The resident sample included 

both landlines and cell phones in their proper proportions.  The sample was stratified to obtain at 

least 100 completed interviews in each DMU, based on the DMU of residence.  For statewide 

results, the results were weighted so that each DMU would be in proper proportion in the state as 

a whole according to its population.   



2 Responsive Management 
 Introduction and Methodology 

The sample of hunters consisted of resident license holders with deer hunting privileges in the 

past 2 years.  The sample of license holders was provided to Responsive Management by the 

Commission.  The sample was stratified to obtain at least 200 interviews for each Deer 

Management Unit (DMU), based on the DMU in which the hunters most commonly hunted, not 

their residence, and then the results were weighted so that each DMU would be in proper 

proportion in the state as a whole according to the portion of hunters who actually hunt deer in 

that DMU.  These proportions were obtained from a previous study of deer hunters in the state 

conducted by Responsive Management, Deer Harvest in Florida: 2011-2012 Hunting Seasons, 

which determined the proportion of all deer hunters who primarily hunted in each DMU.   

 

The sample of farmers was obtained from SSI, stratified to obtain approximately 100 completed 

interviews in each DMU, based on the DMU in which the farm was located.  The listing used 

Standard Industrial Classifications (SIC) codes for agriculture, including all crop types and dairy 

farms (all codes that start with 01 and all codes that start with 024).  Some types of the broad 

category of agriculture were excluded, including aquaculture, other livestock, and forestry.  The 

results were weighted so that each DMU would be in proper proportion in the state as a whole 

according to the portion of farmers who farm in that DMU.  These proportions were obtained 

from the National Census of Agriculture for 2007 (the latest year available online).   

 

To determine the DMU of residence, the DMU most often hunted, and the DMU in which the 

farm was located, the survey included questions asking respondents to name the county (of 

residence, in which they hunted most often, in which their farm is located), followed by 

questions that narrowed down the county to the sub-county level so that the DMU could be 

identified.  This was necessary because some of the DMU boundaries crossed county lines.  For 

instance, those who named Highlands County could have been in four DMUs:  the northwest part 

of Highlands County is in DMU 3, the northeast part is in DMU 4, the southwest part is in 

DMU 1, and the southeast part is in DMU 2.  The north-south division is State Route 70; the 

east-west division is U.S. Route 27.  Therefore, those who named Highlands County were first 

asked in follow-up if the location was north or south of State Route 70.  They were then asked if 

the location was east or west of U.S. Route 27.  These questions allowed the respondents to be 

assigned to the proper DMUs.   



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 3 
Introduction and Methodology 
 
TELEPHONE INTERVIEWING FACILITIES 
A central polling site at the Responsive Management office allowed for rigorous quality control 

over the interviews and data collection.  Responsive Management maintains its own in-house 

telephone interviewing facilities.  These facilities are staffed by interviewers with experience 

conducting computer-assisted telephone interviews on the subjects of outdoor recreation and 

natural resources.   

 

To ensure the integrity of the telephone survey data, Responsive Management has interviewers 

who have been trained according to the standards established by the Council of American Survey 

Research Organizations.  Methods of instruction included lecture and role-playing.  The Survey 

Center Managers and other professional staff conducted a project briefing with the interviewers 

prior to the administration of these surveys.  Interviewers were instructed on type of study, study 

goals and objectives, handling of survey questions, interview length, termination points and 

qualifiers for participation, interviewer instructions within the survey questionnaires, reading of 

the survey questions, skip patterns, and probing and clarifying techniques necessary for specific 

questions on the survey questionnaires.   

 

INTERVIEWING DATES AND TIMES 
Telephone surveying times are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday 

from noon to 5:00 p.m., and Sunday from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., local time.  A five-callback 

design was used to maintain the representativeness of the samples, to avoid bias toward people 

easy to reach by telephone, and to provide an equal opportunity for all people in each sample to 

participate.  When a respondent could not be reached on the first call, subsequent calls were 

placed on different days of the week and at different times of the day.  The General Population 

Survey was conducted in November and December 2012; the Hunter Survey was conducted in 

November and December 2012; and the Farmer Survey was conducted in December 2012.   

 

TELEPHONE SURVEY DATA COLLECTION AND QUALITY CONTROL 
The software used for data collection was Questionnaire Programming Language (QPL).  The 

survey data were entered into the computer as each interview was being conducted, eliminating 

manual data entry after the completion of the survey and the concomitant data entry errors that 
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may occur with manual data entry.  The survey questionnaires were programmed so that QPL 

branched, coded, and substituted phrases in the surveys based on previous responses to ensure 

the integrity and consistency of the data collection.   

 

The Survey Center Managers and statisticians monitored the data collection, including 

monitoring of the actual telephone interviews without the interviewers’ knowledge, to evaluate 

the performance of each interviewer and ensure the integrity of the data.  The survey 

questionnaires themselves contained error checkers and computation statements to ensure quality 

and consistent data.  After the surveys were obtained by the interviewers, the Survey Center 

Managers and/or statisticians checked each completed survey to ensure clarity and completeness.   

 

Responsive Management obtained a total of 1,170 completed interviews with residents, stratified 

to obtain at least 100 in each DMU.  In the Hunter Survey, Responsive Management obtained 

2,519 completed interviews, stratified to obtain at least 200 in each DMU (based on where they 

most often hunted deer).  Finally, Responsive Management obtained 1,183 completed interviews 

among farmers in the state, stratified to attempt to obtain approximately 100 in each DMU 

(based on where their farm was located).  The tabulation below shows the sample obtained for 

each DMU in each survey.   

 

DMU 
Residents 
(DMU of 

Residence) 

Hunters (DMU 
in Which Most 
Often Hunts 

Deer) 

Farmers (DMU 
in Which 

Primary Farm 
Located) 

DMU 1 143 205 68
DMU 2 101 217 69
DMU 3 101 200 115
DMU 4 109 260 114
DMU 5 101 212 128
DMU 6 100 301 103
DMU 7 107 209 107
DMU 8 100 285 128
DMU 9 105 210 104
DMU 10 101 214 102
DMU 11 102 206 145
Total 1170 2519 1183
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DATA ANALYSIS 
The analysis of data was performed using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences as well as 
proprietary software developed by Responsive Management.   
 
On questions that asked respondents to provide a number (e.g., number of acres), the graph 
shows ranges of numbers rather than the precise numbers.  Nonetheless, in the surveys each 
respondent provided precise numbers on any such questions, and the dataset includes these 
precise numbers, even if the graphs show only ranges of numbers.  Note that the calculation of 
means and medians used the precise numbers that the respondents provided.   
 
Crosstabulations were run on many questions, including crosstabulations by DMU.  The DMU 
crosstabulations are shown in tables that follow the main graphs, and graphs showing the 
rankings by DMU are included for some questions.  In the General Population Survey, the DMU 
crosstabulations are based on the DMU in which the respondent lives.  For the Hunter Survey, 
the DMUs are based on the location in which the hunter most often hunts deer.  For the farmer 
survey, the DMUs are based on the location of the farm (or primary farm).  The DMUs are as 
shown in the map that follows.   
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The analysis of the Hunter Survey data includes a comparison of the data from this survey to a 

study conducted in 2002 by the Florida Government Performance Research Center at Florida 

State University, for those questions that could be compared.   

 

SAMPLING ERRORS 
Throughout this report, findings of the telephone surveys are reported at a 95% confidence 

interval.  For the entire sample of Florida residents, the sampling error is at most plus or minus 

2.86 percentage points.  For the entire sample of hunters, the sampling error is at most plus or 

minus 1.94 percentages points.  For the sample of farmers, the sampling error is estimated to be 

2.81 percentage points.  Sampling error was calculated using the formula described below, with 

the following sample sizes and populations:   

Residents:  sample of 1,170; estimated total population of 15,043,793 (18 years old and 
older) (U.S. Census Bureau).   

Hunters:  sample of 2,519; total estimated population of 215,000 resident hunters who hunted 
in Florida (this estimate is from the 2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation—the latest available National Survey).   

Farmers:  sample of 1,183; total population estimated to be 47,463.   
 

Sampling Error Equation 
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Derived from formula: p. 206 in Dillman, D. A. 2000. Mail and Internet Surveys. John Wiley & Sons, NY. 

Note:  This is a simplified version of the formula that calculates the maximum sampling error using a 50:50 
split (the most conservative calculation because a 50:50 split would give maximum variation). 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRESENTATION OF RESULTS IN THE 
REPORT 
In examining the results, it is important to be aware that the questionnaires included several types 

of questions: 

• Open-ended questions are those in which no answer set is read to the respondents; rather, 
they can respond with anything that comes to mind from the question. 

Where:   B = maximum sampling error (as decimal) 
 NP = population size (i.e., total number who could be surveyed) 
 NS = sample size (i.e., total number of respondents surveyed) 
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• Closed-ended questions have an answer set from which to choose. 
• Single or multiple response questions:  Some questions allow only a single response, 

while other questions allow respondents to give more than one response or choose all that 
apply.  Those that allow more than a single response are indicated on the graphs with the 
label, “Multiple Responses Allowed.” 

• Scaled questions:  Many closed-ended questions (but not all) are in a scale, such as 
excellent-good-fair-poor. 

• Series questions:  Many questions are part of a series, and the results are primarily 
intended to be examined relative to the other questions in that series (although results of 
the questions individually can also be valuable).  Typically, results of all questions in a 
series are shown together.   

 

Some graphs show an average, either the mean or median (or both).  The mean is simply the sum 

of all numbers divided by the number of respondents.  Because outliers (extremely high or low 

numbers relative to most of the other responses) may skew the mean, the median may be shown.  

The median is the number at which half the sample is above and the other half is below.  In other 

words, a median of 150 acres means that half the sample gave an answer of more than 150 acres 

and the other half gave an answer of less than 150 acres.   

 

Most graphs show results rounded to the nearest integer; however, all data are stored in decimal 

format, and all calculations are performed on unrounded numbers.  For this reason, some results 

may not sum to exactly 100% because of this rounding on the graphs.  Additionally, rounding 

may cause apparent discrepancies of 1 percentage point between the graphs and the reported 

results of combined responses (e.g., when “strongly support” and “moderately support” are 

summed to determine the total percent in support).   
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STATEWIDE RESULTS 
GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA 

 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida (asked prior to 

most other questions in the survey so that the responses would not be influenced by the rest 

of the survey).  Additionally, each of the surveys included open-ended follow-up questions 

asking for the reasons that respondents are satisfied or dissatisfied, as shown in the graphs.   

• Among residents, satisfaction (42%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (8%).  Most commonly, 

residents give a neutral response, with about half saying “neither” or “don’t know.”   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they do not see enough deer, but 

the second-ranked reason is that they see too many deer/perceive them to be 

overpopulated.   

• The majority of hunters (65%) are satisfied with deer management; however, a quarter of 

hunters (25%) are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they perceive the buck-doe ratio to 

not be good, that there are not enough deer, that they do not like season lengths and 

other aspects of the regulations, and/or that the quality of deer is not good.   

• Among farmers, satisfaction (56%) exceeds dissatisfaction (14%).  Nearly a third (29%) 

are neutral or do not know.   

o Farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are too many 

deer, because of crop damage, because they do not like some aspect of the hunting 

and/or depredation regulations, and/or because they feel the buck-doe ratio is not 

good.   

• Also included are tabulations and maps of the data by DMU and graphs showing rankings 

of the DMUs.   

o The maps are intended to show relative differences among DMUs on each question; 

each map may use a slightly different scale for the shading.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often:  62% are satisfied, while 

24% are dissatisfied.   
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Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the State of Florida?
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Q17. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU of 

Residence 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

23 20 4 2 DMU 1 
44 

16 
6 

35 

17 15 2 9 DMU 2 
32 

11 
11 

46 

25 13 1 3 DMU 3 
38 

2 
4 

56 

19 26 4 3 DMU 4 
45 

14 
7 

34 

16 24 3 3 DMU 5 
40 

12 
5 

43 

19 53 1 2 DMU 6 
73 

6 
3 

18 

11 36 3 2 DMU 7 
47 

8 
5 

39 

35 18 2 4 DMU 8 
53 

9 
7 

32 

66 18 2 2 DMU 9 
83 

4 
4 

9 

20 24 3 4 DMU 10 
44 

6 
7 

43 

29 27 8 4 
DMU 11 

56 
9 

12 
24 

20 21 3 5 Statewide 
42 

10 
8 

40 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q22. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

24 39 18 10 DMU 1 
63 

7 
27 

2 

25 40 14 7 DMU 2 
65 

9 
21 

6 

38 39 6 5 DMU 3 
76 

6 
12 

6 

32 33 15 9 DMU 4 
65 

6 
24 

4 

25 42 15 10 DMU 5 
66 

5 
25 

4 

30 35 16 10 DMU 6 
64 

8 
25 

2 

26 37 14 10 DMU 7 
64 

10 
24 

3 

29 36 16 10 DMU 8 
65 

5 
26 

4 

24 43 19 6 DMU 9 
67 

7 
25 

2 

21 39 16 11 DMU 10 
60 

8 
28 

4 

35 34 16 10 
DMU 11 

69 
2 

26 
3 

28 36 15 9 Statewide 
65 

7 
25 

3 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q23. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU in Which 

Farm Located 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

28 21 4 11 DMU 1 
49 

13 
15 

23 

28 30 7 3 DMU 2 
58 

14 
9 

19 

36 29 11 1 DMU 3 
65 

10 
12 

14 

28 25 11 5 DMU 4 
53 

11 
15 

21 

26 33 6 1 DMU 5 
59 

15 
8 

19 

22 33 11 4 DMU 6 
55 

19 
15 

12 

20 36 5 4 DMU 7 
56 

9 
9 

27 

32 35 5 2 DMU 8 
67 

16 
7 

10 

24 29 15 9 DMU 9 
53 

6 
24 

17 

21 36 14 13 DMU 10 
57 

10 
27 

6 

24 22 19 16 DMU 11 
46 

8 
35 

11 

26 30 9 5 Statewide 
56 

12 
14 

17 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q17. Percent Who Are Very or Somewhat Satisfied 
With Deer Management Overall in the State of 

Florida.
(Residents)
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Q17. Percent Who Are Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied With Deer Management Overall in the 

State of Florida.
(Residents)
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Q22. Percent Who Are Very or Somewhat Satisfied 
With Deer Management Overall in the State of 

Florida.
(Hunters)
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Q22. Percent Who Are Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied With Deer Management Overall in the 

State of Florida.
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Q18. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
overall in the state of Florida? (Asked of those who 
are satisfied with deer management overall in the 

state of Florida.)
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Q23. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
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Q23. Why are you satisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Asked of those who are satisfied.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) 

Reason DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

Plenty of deer / good 
chance of getting deer 37 28 48 39 41 38 35 41 30 48 43 38

Good job in general / 
enjoyable in general 18 19 13 19 18 19 22 13 24 16 13 18

Likes regulations in 
general / regulations 
okay 

7 6 10 9 13 7 7 10 6 13 5 8

Better quality deer 7 3 9 7 4 6 5 6 4 6 3 5
Deer herd is healthy / 
has good mix / not too 
few and not 
overpopulated 

4 3 7 4 4 5 4 4 4 9 8 5

Good access / plenty 
of hunting lands 2 4 0 1 3 0 2 1 4 2 4 2

Likes the limit 3 1 3 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 3 1
Wildlife Management 
Areas are nice / clean / 
beautiful 

1 1 0 4 1 1 2 0 1 0 1 1

Good enforcement 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Other 0 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 2 4 3
Don't know / no answer 26 34 15 23 18 28 27 25 25 13 22 24

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q24. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the State of Florida? (Asked 
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Q24. Why are you dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? (Open-
ended.) (Asked of those who are dissatisfied.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) 

Reason DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

Buck-doe ratio not 
good 16 15 26 27 28 26 34 28 29 43 58 30

Not enough deer 20 15 17 19 28 20 24 12 13 14 8 18
Don't like other 
aspect of regulations 16 13 22 6 9 17 12 15 17 17 8 13

Don't like season 
lengths / dates 20 7 13 8 2 11 6 5 12 12 30 10

Not good quality of 
deer 7 7 4 13 9 8 8 11 12 12 11 10

Poor management in 
general 7 11 4 8 13 9 8 12 13 9 4 9

Don't like bag limit 4 4 0 5 4 3 2 9 4 3 6 4
Not enough places to 
hunt / access 
problems 

2 13 9 6 2 4 2 3 4 0 0 4

Not enough 
enforcement / too 
many violations / 
poaching 

4 4 4 3 6 1 2 1 0 5 2 3

Hunting areas not 
well maintained / poor 
habitat quality / litter 

5 4 9 2 2 1 4 3 0 0 2 2

Don't like dog hunting 0 0 0 0 6 5 4 1 2 2 0 2
Too many predators 0 7 0 2 0 1 4 3 0 5 0 2
Crowding 5 0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Too many deer 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Other 5 9 0 11 6 3 8 4 4 3 2 6
Don't know / no 
answer 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 4 0 0 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q24. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
overall in the state of Florida? (Asked of those who 
are satisfied with deer management overall in the 
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Q25. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
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Q171. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
Commission’s deer management in that area? (The 

area in which they most often hunted.)
(Hunters)
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE 

 Common to all three surveys was a question asking if respondents think the deer population 

in their county of residence (or the county where their farm is located) is too high, about 

right, or too low.   

• Residents most commonly think that the deer population is too low (36%), just barely 

more than think it is about right (35%).  At the other end, only 8% think it is too high.  

(The remainder do not know.)   

• Most commonly, hunters think the deer population in their county of residence is about 

right (43%).  Otherwise, they are less likely to think it is too high (8%) than to think it is 

too low (32%).   

• Most commonly, farmers think the deer population in the county where their farm is 

located is about right (46%).  Otherwise, they too are less likely to think it is too high 

(14%) than to think it is too low (25%).  However, note that farmers are about twice as 

likely as residents in general or hunters to think that the population is too high.   

o Farmers who allow hunting on their farm have a greater percent who think the deer 

population is too high, compared to those who do not allow hunting on their 

farmlands.   

• Farmers who do not live on their farm (or primary farm about which they answered the 

question discussed immediately above) were asked about the deer population where they 

live:  most commonly, they say the population is about right (42%); otherwise, the 

percent saying too high (10%) is exceeded by the percent saying too low (29%).  Note 

that “Farmers (Live)” on the graph are among only those who do not live on their farm.   

o Tabulations and maps are included showing the data by DMU.   

 

 Similar to the above questions was a question in two of the surveys (the General Population 

Survey and the Hunter Survey) that asked respondents whether they think that there are more 

deer, about the same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 

years ago.   

• Residents most commonly say that they don’t know (39%); otherwise, they most 

commonly say that there are about the same amount of deer (27%), closely followed by 
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those who say that there are fewer deer (25%); a relatively small percent say that there 

are more deer (10%).   

• Hunters are fairly evenly divided:  27% think there are more deer, 31% think there are 

about the same numbers of deer, and 22% think there are fewer deer in their county of 

residence (the remainder do not know).  (A later question shown in the following section, 

“Satisfaction or Dissatisfaction With Aspects of Deer Hunting,” has similar results 

regarding the hunters’ primary hunting area:  25% say more, 37% say about the same, 

and 25% say fewer.)   

o A crosstabulation finds that those who hunt mostly on private land have a slightly 

greater percent saying that there are more deer.   

o Tabulations and maps are included showing the data by DMU, and graphs are shown 

of rankings of the DMUs.   

 

 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents more often want to see the deer herd increased (30%) than see it decreased 

(3%).  The majority want the herd kept the same (52%).  The remainder do not 

know/have no opinion.   

• The majority of hunters (53%) want the deer herd increased, while only 6% want it 

decreased; in the middle, 35% want it kept the same.   

o Those who hunt on public land mostly have the greatest percent saying that they want 

an increase; those who hunt on private land mostly have the least percent saying this.   

• The majority of farmers in Florida (52%) want the deer herd kept the same.  Otherwise, 

23% want it increased, while 12% want it decreased.   

o Those farmers who allow hunting on their farmlands have a greater percent who want 

to see the Commission manage the herd for a decrease, compared to those who do not 

allow hunting.   

• Tabulations and maps show results by DMU.   
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farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers)

 



32 Responsive Management 
 Statewide Results 

 
Q90. Where you live, would you say the deer population is too high, 
about right, or too low? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of 
Residence Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 1 5 35 43 16
DMU 2 8 30 47 16
DMU 3 6 23 50 21
DMU 4 10 45 21 23
DMU 5 4 25 36 35
DMU 6 5 56 23 17
DMU 7 8 27 33 33
DMU 8 6 61 25 8
DMU 9 8 64 12 16
DMU 10 12 44 16 29
DMU 11 19 44 19 18
Statewide 8 35 36 21

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q96. Do you think the deer population where your farm/orchard/ranch is located is too high, 
about right, or too low? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 1 7 46 30 17
DMU 2 7 44 35 14
DMU 3 10 50 30 11
DMU 4 10 39 36 15
DMU 5 6 39 29 26
DMU 6 9 55 23 12
DMU 7 5 41 23 31
DMU 8 16 57 19 8
DMU 9 28 50 18 4
DMU 10 34 57 8 1
DMU 11 47 40 5 7
Statewide 14 46 25 15

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q168. Do you think the deer population where you live is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Asked of those who do not live on their farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 1 0 44 31 25
DMU 2 10 42 30 19
DMU 3 9 44 28 19
DMU 4 9 50 35 6
DMU 5 5 31 41 23
DMU 6 10 48 27 14
DMU 7 0 37 16 47
DMU 8 35 38 11 15
DMU 9 12 12 47 30
DMU 10 31 27 24 18
DMU 11 14 61 13 12
Statewide 10 42 29 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   

Note:  The crosstabulation 
for Question 95 in the 
Hunter Survey was not 
shown because the data 
have no utility (the question 
concerns the county of 
residence and the 
crosstabulation is by the 
DMU in which the 
respondent most often 
hunted).  For this reason, no 
tables, maps, or DMU 
rankings are shown for this 
question.   
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Q90. Percent Who Indicated the Deer Population 
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Q168. Percent Who Indicated the Deer Population 
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the same amount of deer, or fewer deer 
now compared to 5 years ago where you live? (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence More Deer About the Same 

Amount Fewer Deer 
Don't Know / 
Haven't Lived 
There 5 Years 

DMU 1 8 31 18 43
DMU 2 4 30 25 40
DMU 3 3 24 37 37
DMU 4 11 26 25 38
DMU 5 13 22 27 39
DMU 6 31 24 25 20
DMU 7 14 23 20 43
DMU 8 12 21 24 43
DMU 9 24 41 18 17
DMU 10 20 19 28 33
DMU 11 16 29 21 35
Statewide 10 27 25 39

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 

Note:  The crosstabulation for Question 96 in the Hunter Survey was not shown because the data 
have no utility (the question concerns the county of residence and the crosstabulation is by the 
DMU in which the respondent most often hunted).  For this reason, no tables, maps, or DMU 
rankings are shown for this question.   
 

Q174. Would you say that there are more deer, about the same amount, or fewer now 
compared to 5 years ago? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted 
deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted More Deer About the Same 

Amount Fewer Deer 
Don’t Know / 

Haven’t Hunted 
There 5 Years 

DMU 1 23 36 33 8
DMU 2 16 35 33 16
DMU 3 35 36 17 12
DMU 4 23 36 28 13
DMU 5 25 40 25 10
DMU 6 22 38 32 8
DMU 7 25 41 24 10
DMU 8 32 34 19 16
DMU 9 33 34 23 10
DMU 10 26 40 19 15
DMU 11 33 43 12 12
Statewide 25 37 25 12

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q91. Percent Who Indicated There Are More Deer 
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Q91. Percent Who Indicated There Are Fewer Deer 
Now Compared to 5 Years Ago Where They Live.
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Q174. Percent Who Indicated There Are More Deer 
Now Compared to 5 Years Ago in the Area in Which 

They Most Often Hunted Deer.
(Hunters)
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Q174. Percent Who Indicated There Are Fewer Deer 
Now Compared to 5 Years Ago in the Area in Which 

They Most Often Hunted Deer.
(Hunters)

12

17

24

25

28

32

33

33

23

19

19

0 20 40 60 80 100

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 2

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 1

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 6

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 4

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 5

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 7

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 9

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 10

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 8

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 3

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 11

Percent

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 49 
Statewide Results 
 
 

15

1

2

52

21

9

6

1

5

24

29

35

13

6

52

14

9

6

0 20 40 60 80 100

Substantially
increased

Slightly increased

Kept the same

Slightly decreased

Substantially
decreased

Don't know / no
opinion

Percent

Residents
Hunters
Farmers

How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission manage the deer herd over the next 5 years [in the 

area where you live (Residents) / in that location where you most 
often hunt (Hunters) / in the area where your farm/orchard/ranch is 

located (Farmers)]? Should the deer population be increased, 
decreased, or kept the same?
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Q94. How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission manage the deer 
herd over the next 5 years in the area where you live? Should the deer population be increased, 
decreased, or kept the same? (Residents) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU of Residence 
Substantially or Slightly 

Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

11 22 3 2 DMU 1 
33 

49 
5 

13 

10 27 0 0 DMU 2 
37 

48 
0 

14 

17 18 0 3 DMU 3 
34 

49 
3 

14 

8 11 5 0 DMU 4 
19 

60 
5 

16 

8 17 2 2 DMU 5 
25 

53 
4 

18 

11 15 2 0 DMU 6 
27 

61 
2 

11 

10 14 2 0 DMU 7 
24 

60 
2 

14 

3 31 0 0 DMU 8 
34 

54 
0 

12 

2 18 3 2 DMU 9 
19 

65 
5 

11 

4 21 7 2 DMU 10 
26 

48 
10 

16 

6 12 10 3 
DMU 11 

18 
48 

13 
21 

9 21 2 1 Statewide 
30 

52 
3 

15 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q176. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd in 
general over the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most 
often hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased 
DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

33 31 5 0 DMU 1 
63 

24 
5 

7 

33 28 3 0 DMU 2 
60 

29 
4 

7 

20 31 1 0 DMU 3 
51 

44 
1 

4 

25 33 4 0 DMU 4 
58 

33 
5 

4 

28 31 3 1 DMU 5 
59 

33 
4 

3 

24 27 4 0 DMU 6 
51 

37 
5 

7 

30 27 5 1 DMU 7 
57 

31 
6 

6 

20 28 6 1 DMU 8 
48 

40 
7 

5 

14 33 5 3 DMU 9 
47 

40 
8 

6 

18 31 6 1 DMU 10 
49 

37 
7 

7 

15 25 10 4 
DMU 11 

39 
41 

15 
5 

24 29 5 1 Statewide 
53 

35 
6 

6 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q170. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over the 
next 5 years in the area where your farm/orchard/ranch is located? (Farmers) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU in Which 
Farm Located 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / 
No Opinion 

13 8 3 5 DMU 1 
21 

52 
8 

18 

12 13 1 2 DMU 2 
25 

56 
3 

16 

9 13 4 4 DMU 3 
22 

57 
8 

13 

8 14 4 5 DMU 4 
22 

58 
9 

11 

11 21 3 1 DMU 5 
32 

49 
5 

14 

8 15 8 2 DMU 6 
23 

50 
10 

17 

14 9 2 1 DMU 7 
23 

50 
4 

23 

4 21 6 5 DMU 8 
25 

58 
11 

6 

7 15 15 12 DMU 9 
22 

46 
27 

6 

7 11 16 13 DMU 10 
18 

49 
29 

3 

4 6 14 26 DMU 11 
10 

42 
40 

8 

9 14 6 6 Statewide 
23 

52 
12 

13 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q176. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over 

the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding 
the area in which they most often hunted deer.)

(Hunters)
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Q170. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over 

the next 5 years in the area where your 
farm/orchard/ranch is located?

(Farmers)
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Q94. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd Where They Live Substantially or Slightly 

Increased Over the Next 5 Years.
(Residents)
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Q94. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd Where They Live Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased Over the Next 5 Years.
(Residents)
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Q176. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd in the Location in Which They Most Often 

Hunt Deer Substantially or Slightly Increased Over 
the Next 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q176. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd in the Location in Which They Most Often 

Hunt Deer Slightly or Substantially Decreased Over 
the Next 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q170. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd in the Area Where Their Farm Is Located 

Substantially or Slightly Increased Over the Next 5 
Years.

(Farmers)
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Q170. Percent Who Would Like To See the Deer 
Herd in the Area Where Their Farm Is Located 

Slightly or Substantially Decreased Over the Next 5 
Years.

(Farmers)
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HUNTER PREFERENCES 
Sex Ratio 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in which they 

hunt deer most often:  54% are satisfied, but 42% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 69% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 26% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  70% want the number of bucks to be increased, while only 2% want a 

decrease (25% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  27% want an increase, while 31% want a decrease in the number of 

does (38% want the number kept the same—the most common response).   

• A tabulation shows the data for both these questions by DMU.   

• Graphs are included showing rankings of the DMUs on all of these questions.   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  A large majority of these respondents (89%) would support more days to 

take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd (mostly strong support); only 8% 

would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters who wanted the doe population increased were asked about 

having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are fairly evenly split:  47% would 

support fewer days, and 43% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort 

to increase the deer population.   

• Tabulations are included of the data broken down by DMU.   

• Following the tabulations are graphs showing rankings of the DMUs.   
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Q168 and Q170. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied 
with the number of (bucks/does) in that area? (The 

area in which they most often hunted.)
(Hunters)
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Q177-Q178. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage (bucks/does) over the 

next 5 years?
(Hunters)
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Q177/178. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage bucks/does over 
the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted 
deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 

Substan-
tially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 

Substan-
tially or 
Slightly 

Increased

Kept the 
Same 

Slightly 
Decreased

Substan-
tially 

Decreased 

Slightly or 
Substan-

tially 
Decreased 

Don’t 
Know / No 
Opinion 

DMU 
Most 
Often 
Hunted 

B
uc

ks
 

D
oe
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B
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ks
 

D
oe
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B
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D
oe
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B
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D
oe
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B
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D
oe

s 

B
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ks
 

D
oe
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B
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ks
 

D
oe

s 

B
uc

ks
 

D
oe

s 

DMU 1 41 15 33 21 74 36 20 32 1 17 0 9 1 25 4 7 
DMU 2 46 21 26 12 72 33 23 34 2 20 0 9 2 29 3 4 
DMU 3 36 12 26 15 62 27 33 44 2 18 0 8 3 27 2 2 
DMU 4 40 14 32 18 71 32 26 41 0 17 0 6 0 23 3 4 
DMU 5 38 12 35 14 74 26 22 46 1 15 0 10 1 25 3 3 
DMU 6 42 10 30 15 72 25 22 39 2 20 0 11 2 31 4 5 
DMU 7 38 11 33 16 70 28 24 33 2 22 0 12 2 35 3 4 
DMU 8 36 10 26 14 62 24 32 40 2 27 1 7 3 34 3 3 
DMU 9 32 12 35 14 67 26 28 42 2 18 1 12 4 30 2 1 
DMU 10 37 6 34 18 71 24 21 34 2 26 0 14 3 39 5 3 
DMU 11 41 9 25 12 66 21 28 32 1 26 1 19 3 45 3 2 
State-
wide 39 12 30 16 70 27 25 38 2 21 0 10 2 31 3 4 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q177. Percent Who Would Like To See the Bucks in 
the Location in Which They Most Often Hunt Deer 
Substantially or Slightly Increased Over the Next 5 

Years.
(Hunters)
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Q177. Percent Who Would Like To See the Bucks in 
the Location in Which They Most Often Hunt Deer 

Slightly or Substantially Decreased Over the Next 5 
Years.

(Hunters)
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Q178. Percent Who Would Like To See the Does in 
the Location in Which They Most Often Hunt Deer 
Substantially or Slightly Increased Over the Next 5 

Years.
(Hunters)
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Q178. Percent Who Would Like To See the Does in 
the Location in Which They Most Often Hunt Deer 

Slightly or Substantially Decreased Over the Next 5 
Years.

(Hunters)
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to 
take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the deer 
population? (Asked of those who would like to see 

the doe population in the place they most hunt 
decreased in the next 5 years.)

(Hunters)
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to 
take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the deer 
population? (Asked of those who would like to see 

the doe population in the place they most hunt 
increased in the next 5 years.)

(Hunters)
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt decreased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

50 30 0 10 
DMU 1 

80 
0 

10 
10 

50 38 0 0 
DMU 2 

88 
0 

0 
13 

67 33 0 0 
DMU 3 

100 
0 

0 
0 

67 8 17 0 
DMU 4 

75 
8 

17 
0 

56 22 22 0 
DMU 5 

78 
0 

22 
0 

57 29 0 14 
DMU 6 

86 
0 

14 
0 

83 8 0 8 
DMU 7 

92 
0 

8 
0 

65 30 5 0 
DMU 8 

95 
0 

5 
0 

87 13 0 0 
DMU 9 

100 
0 

0 
0 

71 14 7 0 
DMU 10 

86 
7 

7 
0 

87 13 0 0 
DMU 11 

100 
0 

0 
0 

70 19 5 3 
Statewide 

89 
2 

8 
1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt increased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

23 28 12 26 
DMU 1 

52 
6 

38 
5 
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DMU 2 
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DMU 10 

38 
3 

56 
3 
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DMU 11 

39 
4 

56 
1 

24 23 16 28 
Statewide 
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3 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Large-Antlered Bucks and Antler Regulations 
 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  The most common perception is a decline:  16% say that 
there are more, 32% say that there are about the same, and 37% say that there are fewer (the 
remainder do not know).   
• A crosstabulation finds that those who hunt mostly on private land have the greatest 

percent saying that there are more large-antlered deer.   
• Also included is a tabulation of the data by DMU and graphs of DMU rankings.   

 
 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  There is more dissatisfaction than satisfaction:  57% are 
dissatisfied, compared to 37% who are satisfied.   

 
 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 
bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 
Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 
which they favor:  31% favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (58%) favor voluntary 
actions (the remainder did not choose either of these or did not know).   
• A tabulation shows these data compared to 2002 data.   
• A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU.   
• Following the tabulation are graphs showing rankings of the DMUs.   

 
 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of hunters 

(72%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-bodied and 
larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; however, 
23% oppose.   
• A tabulation and maps are included of the data broken down by DMU.   
• A crosstabulation finds little difference on this question among those who hunt mostly on 

private land, mostly on public land, or both about equally.   
• Another crosstabulation finds that those who hunt using dogs have slightly lower support.   
• Following the tabulation are graphs showing rankings of the DMUs.   
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Q175. Would you say that there are more large-antlered deer, about the same amount, or 
fewer now compared to 5 years ago? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often 
hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted 

More Large-
Antlered Deer 

About the Same 
Amount 

Fewer Large-
Antlered Deer 

Don’t Know / 
Haven’t Hunted 
There 5 Years 

DMU 1 11 31 42 16
DMU 2 12 31 41 16
DMU 3 24 36 27 12
DMU 4 19 30 35 17
DMU 5 16 37 34 12
DMU 6 15 32 40 13
DMU 7 14 32 44 11
DMU 8 19 33 33 15
DMU 9 18 34 38 10
DMU 10 14 32 36 17
DMU 11 20 34 31 15
Statewide 16 32 37 14

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q175. What about large antlered deer? (Would you 
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Q175. Percent Who Indicated There Are More 
Large-Antlered Deer Now Compared to 5 Years Ago 
in the Area in Which They Most Often Hunted Deer.

(Hunters)

11

12

16

18

19

19

20

24

15

14

14

0 20 40 60 80 100

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 3

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 11

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 8

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 4

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 9

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 5

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 6

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 10

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 7

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 2

Hunted deer most
often in DMU 1

Percent

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 83 
Statewide Results 
 
 

Q175. Percent Who Indicated There Are Fewer 
Large-Antlered Deer Now Compared to 5 Years Ago 

in the Area in Which They Most Often 
Hunted Deer.
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Q169. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
number of large-antlered bucks in that area?

(Hunters)
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Comparison of 2002 and 2012 Data:  Mandatory Regulations Versus Voluntary Actions 
A management strategy for increasing the number of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in 
the field is to reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this can be done through 
mandatory regulations set by the Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Year of Study Mandatory Regulations Set by 

the Commission 
Voluntary Actions of Hunters 

and Landowners 
2002 38 53 
2012 31 58 

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because not all response choices shown.   
 

 

Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of larger-bodied and larger-antlered 
bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this can be done 
through mandatory regulations set by the Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor? (Hunters) 

Percent 

DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Mandatory 
Regulations 
Set by the 

Commission 

Voluntary 
Actions of 

Hunters and 
Landowners 

Neither of 
These Two 
Methods 

Do Not Favor 
Increasing the 

Number of 
Large-Bodied 

and Large-
Antlered 
Bucks 

Don't Know 

DMU 1 39 53 3 2 4
DMU 2 29 56 4 4 8
DMU 3 28 63 2 2 5
DMU 4 28 63 3 1 5
DMU 5 31 56 6 2 5
DMU 6 32 57 5 3 3
DMU 7 32 55 6 4 4
DMU 8 26 64 3 5 3
DMU 9 27 66 1 2 4
DMU 10 39 53 3 2 3
DMU 11 36 54 1 2 6
Statewide 31 58 4 3 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q217. Percent Who Would Favor Mandatory 
Regulations Set by the Commission as a 
Management Strategy on Private Land for 

Increasing the Number of Larger-Bodied and 
Larger-Antlered Bucks in the Field.

(Hunters)
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Q217. Percent Who Would Favor Voluntary Actions 
of Hunters and Landowners as a Management 

Strategy on Private Land for Increasing the Number 
of Larger-Bodied and Larger-Antlered Bucks in the 

Field.
(Hunters)
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point 
regulations designed to increase the number of 

large-bodied and large-antlered bucks available for 
harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of 
larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area you hunt most 
frequently? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know

41 30 9 12 
DMU 1 

72 
6 

21 
1 

44 26 10 14 
DMU 2 

70 
5 

24 
1 

43 21 9 19 
DMU 3 

64 
6 

28 
2 

43 30 12 11 
DMU 4 

72 
3 

23 
2 

52 24 10 8 
DMU 5 

76 
4 

18 
1 

46 23 11 15 
DMU 6 

69 
4 

26 
1 

49 23 10 12 
DMU 7 

72 
5 

22 
1 

41 26 12 16 
DMU 8 

67 
3 

28 
1 

47 24 8 14 
DMU 9 

70 
6 

22 
1 

52 30 8 6 
DMU 10 

82 
4 

14 
0 

47 30 10 7 
DMU 11 

77 
4 

17 
1 

45 26 11 12 
Statewide 

72 
4 

23 
1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point 
regulations designed to increase the number of 

larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available 
for harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point 
regulations designed to increase the number of 

larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available 
for harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)
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Q216. Percent Who Would Strongly or Moderately 
Support Antler-Point Regulations Designed To 

Increase the Number of Large-Bodied and 
Large-Antlered Bucks Available for Harvest in the 

Area in Which They Hunt Most Often.
(Hunters)
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Q216. Percent Who Would Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose Antler-Point Regulations Designed To 

Increase the Number of Large-Bodied and 
Large-Antlered Bucks Available for Harvest in the 

Area in Which They Hunt Most Often.
(Hunters)
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Opinions on Hunting Seasons 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  79% are satisfied with the structure of the various deer seasons, such as the 

start and end dates, in their hunt area, while 17% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  For three of the four seasons—archery season, muzzleloader 

season, and general gun season—the most common response is that the season is about the 

right length.  However, for antlerless season, hunters most commonly think it is too short.  In 

all instances, a low percent said the season was too long.   

• A tabulation shows these data compared to 2002 data; please note that the 2002 study did 

not include “don’t know” responses in the data.   

 

 Some results previously presented in one of the above sections, “Sex Ratio,” is also pertinent 

to this section on Opinion on Hunting Seasons.  Those hunters who wanted to see the doe 

population increased or decreased were asked follow-up questions (one question for each 

group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  A large majority of these respondents (89%) would support more days to 

take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd (mostly strong support); only 8% 

would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters who wanted the doe population increased were asked about 

having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are fairly evenly split:  47% would 

support fewer days, and 43% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort 

to increase the deer population.   

o These graphs, as well as tabulations of the data broken down by DMU and rankings 

of the DMUs, are shown in the section of this report titled, “Sex Ratio.”   
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Q173. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
structure of the various deer seasons, such as the 
start and end dates, in the place in which you hunt 

deer most often?
(Hunters)
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Q211-Q214. Is the (Archery / Muzzleloader / General 
Gun / Antlerless) season too long, about right, or 

too short?
(Hunters)
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Comparison of 2002 and 2012 Data:  Opinion on Season Lengths 
Opinion on season lengths. (Hunters) 

Percent 

Archery Muzzleloader General Gun Antlerless 
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2002 10 67 24 4 51 44 15 68 18 7 61 33
2012 6 69 16 4 55 27 9 70 19 5 35 48

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding and because “don’t know” responses are not shown.  The rate of 
“don’t know” responses in 2012 ranged from 2% to 14%.  The 2002 study removed “don’t know” responses.   
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Bag Limits 

 Two series of questions asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.  

The sample was evenly split, with half getting the first series and the other half getting the 

second series.  The first series asked about a limit of 1 buck, then 2 bucks, and so on up to 5 

bucks.  The second series worked backwards, asking about a limit of 5 bucks, then 4 bucks, 

and so on down to 1 buck.  By splitting the sample and having one work up and the other 

work down in the questioning, order bias was reduced.  The results were then combined.   

• For all limits over 1 deer, responses were quite similar, with support ranging from 43% to 

48% of the sample (the most support, at 48%, being for a limit of 5 bucks).  However, a 

limit of 1 buck has only 20% support.   

• Interestingly, opposition exceeds support for each limit asked about.  As the limit gets 

higher, support grows (from 20% to 48%) and opposition shrinks (from 78% to 49%), but 

opposition is always higher.  It appears that a limit of some amount more than 5 bucks 

might produce more support than opposition.   
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Q220-Q229.  Support or opposition to various 
statewide buck bag limits. (Hunters)
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Access 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  73% are 

satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 18% are dissatisfied.   

 

Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting 
access in that area? (The area in which they most 

often hunted.)
(Hunters)
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Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting access in that area? (Hunters) 
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62 

6 
23 

8 

41 31 12 8 DMU 4 
72 

5 
19 

3 

47 33 9 5 DMU 5 
80 

4 
14 

2 

40 39 9 7 DMU 6 
79 

3 
16 

3 

45 30 11 7 DMU 7 
75 

5 
18 

3 

40 30 11 10 DMU 8 
70 

5 
21 

4 

41 34 6 6 DMU 9 
75 

7 
12 

6 

38 38 8 7 DMU 10 
76 

6 
15 

2 

51 27 5 4 
DMU 11 

78 
2 

9 
10 

41 33 10 8 Statewide 
73 

4 
18 

4 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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FLORIDA DEER HUNTING 
Hunting Participation 

 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 88% indicated that they hunted deer in Florida in the past year.  This high percent is 

expected, as deer is overwhelmingly the most common game hunted in Florida.   

• Following the graph of overall results is a tabulation of results for each DMU.  Also 

included is a graph showing the deer hunting rate in each DMU, ranked from highest 

(DMU 11, at 94%) to lowest (DMU 1, at 81%).   

 

 A graph shows the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida among hunters.  

Just under a quarter of them (24%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 years.  

Note, however, that some of these hunters may have hunted in other states, so one should not 

take that percent to mean that a quarter of hunters are new to deer hunting.  The mean 

number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 20.09 years.   

• A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU.   

• Following the tabulation is a graph showing the ranking of the DMUs.   

 

 A graph shows the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters hunted 
deer in Florida.  While this question is primarily for crosstabulations and analysis, the results 
are interesting on their own and are shown.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in 
Florida is 22.35 days.   
• A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU.   
• Following the tabulation is a graph showing the ranking of the DMUs.   

 
 For deer hunting, 91% of deer hunters use modern firearms, 59% use archery equipment, 

53% use muzzleloaders, and 19% use crossbows.   
• A tabulation shows these data compared to 2002 data; crossbow use has markedly 

increased since the 2002 study.   
• A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU, as well as maps for archery 

use, crossbow use, and muzzleloader use (modern firearms were so ubiquitous that there 
was no utility in mapping those results).   

• Following the tabulation is a graph showing the ranking of the DMUs.   
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 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (95% did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 22% used dogs.  Note 

that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   

• A tabulation shows these data compared to 2002 data.   

• A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU, as well as a map of the use of 

dogs.   

• Following the tabulation is a graph showing the ranking of the DMUs.   
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year?
(Hunters)
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year? (Hunters) 
Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 

Yes No 
DMU 1 81 19
DMU 2 85 15
DMU 3 84 15
DMU 4 86 14
DMU 5 89 11
DMU 6 88 12
DMU 7 87 13
DMU 8 87 13
DMU 9 90 10
DMU 10 92 8
DMU 11 94 6
Statewide 88 12

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding or because “don’t know”  
responses of less than 0.5% are not shown.   
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Q10. Percent Who Hunted Deer in Florida in the 
Past Year.
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in 
Florida?
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in Florida? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 

Years DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide

1 year 5 6 11 7 6 11 15 11 10 7 8 9
2 years 7 5 4 7 10 8 8 9 9 7 8 8
3 years 6 6 8 4 5 8 7 7 6 4 5 6
4 years 9 8 11 9 9 10 9 9 13 9 14 10
5 years 5 5 5 12 8 9 8 6 7 6 10 8
6-10 years 9 10 13 9 9 15 10 9 10 15 8 11
11-15 years 10 11 11 8 11 10 8 9 10 8 6 9
16-20 years 20 13 13 12 16 9 16 14 12 15 14 13
21-25 years 4 9 8 5 7 4 2 8 4 4 2 5
26-30 years 4 4 2 6 4 3 2 4 1 3 3 4
31-35 years 6 7 4 6 5 4 6 5 7 5 5 5
36-40 years 6 10 5 5 6 4 3 5 6 6 6 5
More than 40 
years 5 6 5 7 5 3 2 2 3 7 7 5

Don't know 2 0 1 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 2
Mean 17.45 16.44 19.96 18.45 18.50 22.57 22.90 20.77 21.26 18.26 20.13 20.09
Median 12 12 20 15 15 20 20 18 20 15.5 20 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q11. Median Number of Years Hunted Deer 
in Florida.
(Hunters)
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida 
(last year / the last year you hunted)?

(Hunters)
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida (last year / the last year you hunted)? (Hunters)
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 

Days DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide

More than 40 
days 4 7 7 6 12 10 6 14 9 15 14 9

31-40 days 3 4 3 6 7 8 7 9 6 8 7 7
21-30 days 12 14 21 19 19 21 24 17 27 18 24 20
11-20 days 25 23 25 22 20 22 22 24 20 25 20 22
1-10 days 53 49 40 37 34 31 28 29 33 26 24 34
Don't know 3 3 5 10 8 9 12 7 6 8 11 8
Mean 16.80 16.79 21.24 19.20 22.97 24.32 20.95 26.54 22.23 25.27 27.18 22.35
Median 10 10 15 15 20 20 20 20 20 20 21.5 18

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q14. Median Number of Days Hunted Deer in 
Florida (Last Year / the Last Year Hunted).

(Hunters)
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt 
deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 

that you used.
(Hunters)
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Comparison of 2002 and 2012 Data:  Hunting Equipment Used 
Which of the following have you used to hunt deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 
that you used. (Hunters) 

Percent 
Year of Study 

Archery Crossbow Muzzleloaders Modern 
Firearms 

2002 56 3 48 96 
2012 59 19 53 91 

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
 

 

Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please 
name all that you used. (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted 

Archery Crossbow Muzzleloaders Modern 
Firearms 

DMU 1 65 14 47 86
DMU 2 62 11 56 86
DMU 3 55 19 46 92
DMU 4 63 21 56 88
DMU 5 58 11 43 92
DMU 6 59 23 58 92
DMU 7 65 16 55 91
DMU 8 57 22 56 94
DMU 9 47 18 53 95
DMU 10 50 19 35 93
DMU 11 60 19 50 93
Statewide 59 19 53 91

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q18. Percent Who Have Used Archery Equipment 
to Hunt Deer in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q18. Percent Who Have Used a Crossbow to Hunt 
Deer in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q18. Percent Who Have Used Muzzleloaders to 
Hunt Deer in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q18. Percent Who Have Used Modern Firearms to 
Hunt Deer in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 
5 years? Have you...?

(Hunters)
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Comparison of 2002 and 2012 Data:  Hunting Methods 
What about the following methods in the past 5 years? Have you...? (Hunters) 

Percent Year of Study 
Gone Still Hunting for Deer Used Dogs to Hunt Deer 

2002 95 28 
2012 95 22 

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because respondents may have done both types of hunting.   
 

Q21. What about the following methods in the past 5 years? Have you...? (Hunters) 
Percent 

DMU Most Often Hunted Gone Still Hunting 
for Deer 

Used Dogs to Hunt 
Deer Neither of These 

DMU 1 95 10 3
DMU 2 93 12 6
DMU 3 97 9 2
DMU 4 95 20 3
DMU 5 95 19 0
DMU 6 95 37 2
DMU 7 97 23 0
DMU 8 95 21 1
DMU 9 97 18 1
DMU 10 93 23 2
DMU 11 99 10 1
Statewide 95 22 2

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because respondents may have done both types of hunting.   
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Q21. Percent Who Have Gone Still Hunting for Deer 
in the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Q21. Percent Who Have Used Dogs to Hunt Deer in 
the Past 5 Years.

(Hunters)
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Hunting Locations 

 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• The median distance from home that hunters travel (one-way) to hunt deer in their typical 

hunting location is 25 miles.   

o A tabulation shows the data broken down by DMU.   

o Following the tabulation is a graph showing the DMUs ranked by median distance.   

• Private land is used more often than public land in Florida for hunting:  49% use private 

land mostly, and 65% use it at least half the time.  On the other hand, public land is used 

mostly by 34% and used at least half the time by 51%.   

o Those who used private land mostly or at least half the time were asked if they ever 

pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  44% do so some of the time.  The median 

amount paid is $1,000; the median amount of land to which the fee gave access is 

2,500 acres.  The median distance that these hunters travel to that land (one-way) is 

30 miles.   

o For all of these questions regarding use of public versus private land and about fees 

for private land, tabulations show data broken down by DMU, and graphs show 

rankings of the DMUs.   

• The majority of hunters (52%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 years, 

including 31% who did so in the past year.   
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical 
place in Florida to hunt deer?

(Hunters)

2

5

12

13

7

7

13

10

5

9

8

10

0 20 40 60 80 100

More than 200
miles

100-200 miles

51-100 miles

41-50 miles

31-40 miles

21-30 miles

16-20 miles

11-15 miles

6-10 miles

1-5 miles

Less than 1 mile

Don't know

Percent (n=2,519)

Mean = 57.85
Median = 25

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 129 
Statewide Results 
 
 

Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical place in Florida to hunt deer? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted 

Miles (Percent) DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

Less than 1 mile 2 0 4 1 4 5 7 9 10 5 7 5
1-5 miles 10 4 8 8 6 13 14 13 16 16 17 12
6-10 miles 10 8 13 8 10 7 11 15 13 9 10 10
11-15 miles 8 3 9 8 8 8 11 11 8 7 9 8
16-20 miles 13 7 8 8 11 8 6 11 8 15 9 9
21-30 miles 17 10 13 13 21 12 15 7 7 15 17 13
31-40 miles 11 8 6 7 8 5 7 7 1 6 8 7
41-50 miles 6 11 7 8 7 8 8 4 3 4 4 7
51-100 miles 15 33 21 17 17 14 11 7 8 7 8 13
100-200 miles 5 12 8 17 5 13 9 7 14 4 3 10
More than 200 
miles 1 2 2 3 2 5 1 8 11 11 8 5

Don't know 0 1 1 3 0 3 2 2 2 1 0 2
Mean 41.77 66.20 49.44 64.14 41.86 59.35 39.91 59.73 74.47 65.40 64.60 57.85
Median 25 50 30 35 30 30 22 19 20 20 20 25

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q181. Median Number of Miles From Home To 
Place in Which Most Often Hunts Deer.

(Hunters)
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, 
mostly on public land, or about equally on both?

(Hunters)
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on 
private land in Florida? (Asked of those who hunt 

mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private 
and public about equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for 
access to private land? (Asked of those who pay a 

fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access 
to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer on 

private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that 
land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)

(Hunters)
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, mostly on public land, or about equally on 
both? (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted Mostly Private 

Land 
About Equally 

on Both 
Mostly Public 

Land Don't Know 

DMU 1 46 14 40 0
DMU 2 22 16 63 0
DMU 3 77 8 14 0
DMU 4 38 22 40 0
DMU 5 33 21 46 0
DMU 6 53 18 29 0
DMU 7 29 15 55 1
DMU 8 69 12 18 0
DMU 9 80 10 10 0
DMU 10 55 18 27 0
DMU 11 66 17 18 0
Statewide 49 17 34 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida? (Asked of those who 
hunt mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private and public about equally.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 28 72 0
DMU 2 37 63 0
DMU 3 15 85 0
DMU 4 43 56 1
DMU 5 27 72 1
DMU 6 53 47 0
DMU 7 38 62 0
DMU 8 52 48 0
DMU 9 32 68 1
DMU 10 56 44 0
DMU 11 43 57 0
Statewide 44 56 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 

 

Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for access to private land? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 
Dollars DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

$100 or less 3 13 4 7 6 2 3 6 3 8 6 5
$101-$250 3 3 0 6 10 4 6 2 0 1 1 4
$251-$500 3 7 20 7 6 8 6 11 5 15 13 9
$501-$750 0 0 4 1 6 13 14 8 8 11 14 9
$751-$1,000 12 7 12 10 13 31 23 19 22 24 22 21
$1,001-$1,250 3 0 4 1 13 8 14 10 13 6 7 7
$1,251-$1,500 3 7 12 12 6 11 3 13 15 7 8 10
$1,501-$1,750 0 0 0 4 3 2 0 3 5 2 1 2
$1,751-$2,000 3 0 8 4 0 7 14 9 10 8 7 7
$2,001-$3,000 9 3 8 4 0 6 9 7 3 6 8 6
$3,001-$4,000 9 3 16 4 3 0 3 3 0 1 1 2
$4,001-$5,000 12 10 4 4 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 2
More than 
$5,000 29 27 0 16 3 3 0 1 3 0 0 6
Don't know / 
refused 12 20 8 15 29 4 6 8 10 9 11 10

Mean 3,872 3,357 1,726 2,442 1,181 1,258 1,254 1,254 1,432 1,089 1,127 1,571
Median 3,750 3,250 1,500 1,500 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,100 1,200 900 1,000 1,000
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer 
on private land in Florida.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 
Acres DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide

100 acres or 
less 3 3 8 3 6 6 3 8 12 10 14 7

101-500 acres 9 3 32 19 16 7 14 23 18 16 33 17
501-1,000 acres 6 10 8 7 13 12 20 11 13 14 13 11
1,001-2,000 
acres 9 10 8 6 10 6 17 15 18 21 10 11

2,001-3,000 
acres 21 20 4 0 0 7 9 7 5 6 4 6

3,001-4,000 
acres 3 13 4 3 10 5 6 7 7 6 8 6

4,001-5,000 
acres 21 3 8 6 0 3 3 3 3 1 4 4

5,001-10,000 
acres 3 7 8 30 10 14 9 11 7 11 10 14

10,001-50,000 
acres 26 17 16 19 16 32 14 10 13 5 4 17

More than 
50,000 acres 0 3 0 3 3 5 0 2 2 0 0 2

Don't know / 
refused 0 10 4 3 16 3 6 5 2 10 0 4

Mean 7,389 7,731 4,907 9,855 10,603 16,813 5,006 5,603 6,521 2,931 2,582 8,827
Median 3,950 3,000 1,500 6,000 1,350 6,000 1,800 1,500 1,200 1,250 650 2,500

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those 
who pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 
Miles DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

Less than a mile 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 5 3 2 0 2
1-5 miles 9 0 0 7 0 12 11 10 12 13 22 11
6-10 miles 3 0 4 6 16 4 14 12 8 10 14 8
11-15 miles 6 0 8 7 13 12 11 12 3 9 13 10
16-20 miles 3 3 8 10 16 7 6 12 7 16 7 9
21-25 miles 6 0 4 6 6 9 3 3 5 5 14 6
26-30 miles 0 13 4 10 0 4 9 6 5 9 11 7
31-40 miles 15 7 0 6 10 10 6 6 3 3 10 7
41-50 miles 6 3 16 6 6 5 6 4 3 5 4 5
51-75 miles 15 37 20 3 10 4 6 5 2 9 3 6
76-100 miles 18 13 12 12 13 7 0 3 12 0 0 6
101-150 miles 12 13 16 9 3 8 11 3 2 1 0 6
151-200 miles 6 3 8 7 3 6 3 6 18 2 0 6
More than 200 
miles 3 0 0 7 3 6 3 10 17 13 3 7

Don't know 0 7 0 1 0 1 11 3 0 2 0 2
Mean 72.74 72.75 72.16 76.45 51.81 65.70 51.61 76.16 106.75 67.78 31.74 67.68
Median 57.5 60 55 35 25 30 25 20 60 20 16.5 30

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q183. Percent Who Typically Hunt Mostly on 
Private Land.

(Hunters)
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Q183. Percent Who Typically Hunt Mostly on Public 
Land.

(Hunters)
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Q183. Percent Who Typically Hunt About Equally 
on Private and Public Land.

(Hunters)
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Q184. Percent Who Typically Pay a Fee To Hunt 
Deer on Private Land in Florida. (Of Those Who 

Hunt Mostly on Private Land in Florida or Hunt on 
Private and Public Land About Equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q185. Median Amount Typically Pay Each Year for 
Access To Private Land. (Of Those Who Pay a Fee 

To Hunt Deer on Private Land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q188. Median Number of Acres Fee Gives Access 
To. (Of Those Who Pay a Fee To Hunt Deer on 

Private Land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q191. Median Number of Miles From Home To 
Private Land on Which a Fee Is Paid. (Of Those 
Who Pay a Fee To Hunt Deer on Private Land in 

Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q236/Q237. Did you hunt deer out of state in the 
past (year/5 years)?

(Hunters)
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Motivations for Deer Hunting 
 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

The social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or friends, or to just see deer) 

are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of the ranking are to harvest a 

deer and to harvest more than one deer).   

• One graph shows the mean scores; a second graph shows the percent who feel strongly 

about each reason (i.e., the percent who rated the reason as a “9” or “10”).  Both graphs 

show the same order of ranking.   
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Q196-Q208.  On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at 
all important and 10 is extremely important, the 

mean rating of importance of each of the following 
as a reason they go deer hunting.

(Hunters)
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Q196-Q208.  On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at 
all important and 10 is extremely important, those 
who rated the importance of each of the following 

as a reason they go deer hunting as a 9 or 10.
(Hunters)
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DEER MANAGEMENT AND FARMING IN FLORIDA 
Farming Demographics 

 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 478.56 acres.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 30.65 years.   

• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  76% of farmers live on their primary 

farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Hay, 

corn, oranges, and peanuts are the top produce/fruit grown.  Beef cattle are the top 

livestock.  Finally, 15% of farmers grow ornamental shrubs, sod, trees, and other 

landscaping plants.   
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, 
including all lands associated with it?

(Farmers)
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, including all lands associated with it? (Farmers)
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 

Acres DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide

5 acres or 
less 14 20 5 15 12 3 13 3 4 2 1 10

6-10 acres 24 20 6 16 23 6 18 8 0 7 3 13

11-15 acres 10 4 3 6 7 7 7 3 5 0 4 5

16-20 acres 6 8 10 11 9 4 6 11 3 1 2 7

21-30 acres 4 10 6 5 2 8 8 5 8 3 7 6

31-40 acres 3 4 11 5 5 4 8 8 5 6 5 6

41-50 acres 0 0 8 2 4 5 4 2 3 5 2 3

51-100 
acres 7 9 10 12 9 23 7 17 16 25 18 13

101-200 
acres 13 3 13 6 12 10 9 15 20 15 19 11

201-300 
acres 4 3 5 4 7 4 4 6 10 15 9 6

301-400 
acres 5 3 1 0 2 6 4 3 3 5 9 3

401-500 
acres 3 1 4 0 1 2 3 3 2 5 7 2

501-1,000 
acres 3 1 5 4 2 7 4 13 16 4 8 6

More than 
1,000 acres 4 14 10 11 6 7 5 3 5 4 7 7

Don't know 0 2 4 3 1 3 0 1 1 2 0 1
Mean 195.47 612.24 670.48 702.60 375.58 362.84 289.18 258.50 361.25 1,140.49 332.42 478.56
Median 19 25 87.5 29 30 80 40 100 128.5 140 150 50

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q19. Median Number of Acres of Farm / Orchard / 
Ranch.
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida?
(Farmers)
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 

Years DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

5 years or less 10 15 4 10 7 9 5 5 3 8 3 7
6-10 years 11 16 10 12 10 13 16 5 10 6 8 11
11-15 years 18 11 8 15 12 11 11 8 7 7 9 11
16-20 years 3 16 13 8 16 5 12 11 7 7 10 11
21-25 years 10 10 4 2 6 4 4 10 6 6 5 6
26-30 years 4 11 14 12 11 8 7 12 7 10 12 10
31-35 years 4 3 9 5 3 4 8 4 5 4 9 5
36-40 years 8 3 11 10 5 7 11 12 11 17 9 9
41-50 years 10 12 11 13 7 14 11 10 11 19 13 11
51-60 years 5 0 5 4 12 12 6 3 5 6 12 6
61-70 years 6 1 4 3 6 7 2 9 11 2 3 5
More than 70 
years 8 1 6 2 1 4 4 8 5 5 3 4

Don't know 4 1 1 4 5 3 3 3 13 3 3 4
Mean 30.41 23.46 34.08 27.84 29.01 32.29 29.77 35.73 37.96 33.56 34.75 30.65
Median 24 20 30 25 23 30 30 30 40 35.5 33 30

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q21. Median Number of Years Have Farmed in 
Florida.

(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch?
(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 

Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 74 26 0
DMU 2 55 45 0
DMU 3 72 28 0
DMU 4 68 32 0
DMU 5 74 26 0
DMU 6 86 14 0
DMU 7 81 19 0
DMU 8 86 14 0
DMU 9 94 5 1
DMU 10 84 16 0
DMU 11 82 18 0
Statewide 76 24 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include 
hay, as well.

(Farmers)
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include hay, as well. (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Crops 
DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide

None; do not grow any 
crops 40 33 28 36 31 30 27 16 21 8 9 27

Hay 24 4 20 14 20 33 26 37 37 29 37 24
Corn 6 9 3 3 3 12 9 27 29 25 32 13
Oranges 23 5 32 22 24 5 10 3 0 0 0 12
Other vegetables 10 16 8 12 10 5 7 15 13 13 12 11
Peanuts 0 0 0 2 3 19 11 9 20 26 38 10
Other fruit trees 10 28 6 4 9 5 2 1 0 3 2 7
Strawberries, other 
berries 0 0 15 3 17 3 9 6 2 1 4 6

Melons 3 11 4 5 8 9 4 2 4 2 3 5
Soybeans 1 0 3 1 1 1 1 9 12 23 21 5
Cotton 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 3 25 27 4
Landscaping plants, 
ornamentals, sod 2 6 4 7 1 2 5 3 0 2 1 3

Grain 0 1 1 8 0 2 1 3 9 5 5 3
Trees 2 1 0 0 1 5 7 5 3 3 5 3
Wheat 0 0 1 0 1 3 1 5 3 9 10 2
Nut trees 2 0 2 1 1 2 4 3 3 6 4 2
Sugar cane 1 11 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 2
Potatoes or sweet 
potatoes 2 0 0 1 3 1 0 4 0 0 1 1

Tobacco 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Other 1 6 2 4 1 0 3 0 0 5 3 2
Don't know 0 3 1 2 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have 
for commercial purposes?

(Farmers)
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have for commercial purposes? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Livestock / Poultry 
DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

None; do not have 
any livestock or 
poultry 

38 62 38 33 45 34 40 37 33 47 48 42

Beef cattle 51 21 52 36 42 49 37 49 51 43 37 41
Dairy cattle 4 0 2 4 2 3 2 3 4 1 2 2
Hogs 3 0 2 4 2 2 1 3 2 0 1 2
Sheep 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 1 1
Goats 2 2 2 2 0 1 2 5 2 0 6 2
Horses, ponies, 
mules, burros, or 
donkeys 

7 12 4 25 11 15 20 8 12 6 4 12

Chickens (layers) 8 3 2 8 5 5 4 4 3 3 4 5
Chickens (broilers) 2 3 0 1 1 1 3 1 4 2 2 2
Turkeys 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0
Ducks 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 4 0 0 3 1 1 1 0 2 1 4 2
Don't know 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, 
ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or Christmas 

trees?
(Farmers)
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or 
Christmas trees? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 8 92 0
DMU 2 36 64 0
DMU 3 12 87 1
DMU 4 15 85 0
DMU 5 10 89 1
DMU 6 12 87 1
DMU 7 17 83 0
DMU 8 14 86 0
DMU 9 4 96 0
DMU 10 8 92 0
DMU 11 10 90 0
Statewide 15 85 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Farmers’ Concerns Related to Deer 
 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.  Graphs show the mean ratings (showing the overall 

opinion) and the percent who give a rating of “9” or “10” (showing the percent who have 

strong feelings about the items).   

• Among farmers in Florida, ecological concerns are important, being the first- and third-

ranked items:  the quality of deer habitat in Florida (mean rating of 4.95) and the health 

of the deer population (4.35).  However, the second-ranked item, just below the top, is a 

human concern:  deer-vehicle accidents (mean of 4.81).  Rounding out the top tier is 

another human concern:  tick-borne diseases (4.13).   

o The final three items have markedly lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other 

wildlife (2.41), deer damage to landscaping and yard (1.59), and deer droppings in the 

yard (0.49).   

o When looking at the percent of farmers rating the item a “9” or “10,” the two human 

concerns are at the top:  deer-vehicle accidents (20% of farmers give a high rating) 

and tick-borne diseases (18%).  These are just ahead of the ecological concerns:  

quality of deer habitat (16%) and the health of the deer population (15%).   

o A tabulation shows the means for each item by DMU.   
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Q182-Q200. On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at 
all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Farmers)
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Q182-Q200. On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at 
all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, those 

who rated their concern for the 
following a 9 or 10.

(Farmers)
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Q182-200. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is 
not at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Farmers) 

Mean 

DMU in 
Which Farm 
Located 

Q182. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q185. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources 
for the size 
of the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q188. Deer-
vehicle 
accidents in 
Florida 

Q191. The 
quality of 
deer habitat 
in Florida 

Q194. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in your yard

Q197. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q200. Deer 
droppings 
in your yard

DMU 1 5.23 4.27 4.23 4.50 0.82 1.24 0.73 
DMU 2 3.26 4.00 4.41 5.36 0.35 2.09 0.30 
DMU 3 3.26 3.92 4.09 4.60 1.63 2.28 0.51 
DMU 4 3.68 4.12 4.00 5.22 1.98 2.33 0.58 
DMU 5 3.98 5.09 4.02 5.09 0.75 1.59 0.24 
DMU 6 5.00 4.17 5.72 4.77 1.87 2.06 0.68 
DMU 7 4.37 3.79 5.48 5.57 1.43 2.68 0.56 
DMU 8 4.55 4.44 5.00 4.54 2.06 2.72 0.78 
DMU 9 3.72 5.40 5.68 4.10 2.32 2.85 0.50 
DMU 10 5.33 4.34 6.69 5.23 3.47 3.95 0.81 
DMU 11 3.46 4.83 6.20 4.92 2.34 3.42 0.34 
Statewide 4.13 4.35 4.81 4.95 1.59 2.41 0.49 
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Q182. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Tick-Borne Diseases, Such as Lyme 

Disease, in Florida.
(Farmers)
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Q185. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About the Health of the Deer Population, Such As 

Adequate Food Resources For the Size of the Deer 
Herd.

(Farmers)
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Q188. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer-Vehicle Accidents in Florida
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Q191. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About the Quality of Deer Habitat in Florida.

(Farmers)
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Q194. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Damage To Plants and Landscaping in 

Their Yard.
(Farmers)
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Q197. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Impacts On Habitat and Other Wildlife 

in Florida.
(Farmers)
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Q200. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Droppings in Their Yard.

(Farmers)
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Farm Damage 

 Farmers were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  20% 

indicated that they had incurred deer damage.   

• The crops or other things most commonly damaged are vegetable crops, peanuts, corn, 

soybeans, and oranges (all with more than 10% of the farmers who experienced damage 

and received this question).   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  7% indicated that they had 

done so.   

• A crosstabulation finds that those who would like to see the deer population decrease, 

compared to those who would like to see an increase, have a greater rate of using 

depredation tags.   

 

 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  30% had used fencing, while 13% had used scare tactics or 

repellents and 5% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to accept in 

return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 10.2 percent; the 

median is 5 percent.  Nearly a quarter of farmers (24%) say that they are not willing to accept 

any loss.  Otherwise, 22% are willing to accept losses of 1 percent to 5 percent, while 16% 

are willing to accept from 6 to 10 percent in losses.   

 

 Farmers were asked if they personally hunt deer:  28% do so.  They were then asked if they 

hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  57% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  29% allow hunting on at least some of their 

farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (7% of these farmers indicate that they do; this is 2% of all farmers 
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polled), as well as the amount of the lease and the acreage involved, as shown in the 

graphs.  The median amount of the leases is $70; the median amount of land involved 

in the leases is 345 acres.  (DMU crosstabulations were not conducted because too 

few respondents received the follow-up questions for DMU data to be valid.)   

 

 Farmers were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options for 

controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  51% think it would be very or 

somewhat effective, with 28% saying very effective; meanwhile, 23% say it would be not 

at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  56% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 27% saying very effective; meanwhile, 22% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  65% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 34% saying very effective; meanwhile, 17% 

say it would be not at all effective.  Of the three, this is perceived to be the most effective.   

o Note that from 18% to 25% did not know on these questions.   
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer?

(Farmers)
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer? 
(Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 
Yes No 

DMU 1 12 88
DMU 2 11 89
DMU 3 25 75
DMU 4 14 86
DMU 5 12 88
DMU 6 18 82
DMU 7 10 90
DMU 8 23 77
DMU 9 31 69
DMU 10 42 58
DMU 11 47 53
Statewide 20 80
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Q203. Percent Who Have Incurred Damage To Their 
Farm / Orchard / Ranch From Deer in the Past 5 

Years.
(Farmers)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the 
deer? (Asked of those who experienced damage to 

their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 
years.)

(Farmers)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the deer? (Asked of those who experienced 
damage to their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 years.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Crops / Things 

Damaged DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide

Other vegetables 12 69 15 17 13 20 18 36 37 20 21 25
Peanuts 0 0 0 5 0 25 0 22 24 38 47 20
Corn 12 0 8 0 0 20 0 16 16 18 31 14
Soybeans 12 0 11 0 0 0 14 0 27 31 26 13
Oranges 55 0 42 12 40 0 0 0 2 0 0 11
Other fruit trees 16 62 14 2 10 9 0 0 5 1 5 9
Cotton 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 15 27 9
Landscaping plants, 
ornamentals, sod 21 14 6 36 6 10 18 5 0 1 0 8

Melons 12 9 6 17 0 22 5 7 3 7 4 8
Strawberries, other 
berries 0 0 4 0 21 7 24 2 3 3 3 5

Hay 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 10 3 4 11 5
Nut trees 0 0 0 5 7 0 10 6 3 2 5 4
Potatoes or sweet 
potatoes 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 19 7 1 3 4

Grain 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 4 10 9 3 3
Fencing was damaged 12 0 0 0 8 0 0 7 3 0 3 3
Wheat 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 1 8 2
Trees 0 0 6 0 4 9 0 4 0 0 1 2
Sugar cane 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Tobacco 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 9 11 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 3
Don't know 0 0 3 0 0 0 14 1 0 0 0 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer depredation tags in the past 5 years? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 

Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 3 97 0
DMU 2 5 95 1
DMU 3 8 92 0
DMU 4 3 97 1
DMU 5 2 96 2
DMU 6 9 90 1
DMU 7 1 96 3
DMU 8 11 89 0
DMU 9 11 87 2
DMU 10 20 77 3
DMU 11 18 82 0
Statewide 7 92 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q208. Percent Who Have Received or Used Deer 
Depredation Tags in the Past 5 Years.

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following 
non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 

within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife 
damage to your property. What about...?

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 
within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife damage to your property. (Farmers) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU in Which Farm 
Located Fencing Scare Tactics 

or Repellents
Habitat 

Modification 
None of 
These Don't Know 

DMU 1 34 2 4 63 0
DMU 2 38 12 6 53 0
DMU 3 29 16 2 60 1
DMU 4 30 13 6 60 0
DMU 5 26 11 1 65 1
DMU 6 32 13 3 60 2
DMU 7 29 11 9 65 0
DMU 8 29 15 4 61 1
DMU 9 25 12 4 69 0
DMU 10 29 21 12 54 0
DMU 11 26 19 4 59 0
Statewide 30 13 5 61 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q211. Percent Who Have Used Fencing Within the 
Past 5 Years To Reduce or Prevent Wildlife 

Damage to Their Property.
(Farmers)
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Q211. Percent Who Have Used Scare Tactics or 
Repellents Within the Past 5 Years To Reduce or 

Prevent Wildlife Damage to Their Property.
(Farmers)
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Q211. Percent Who Have Used Habitat Modification 
Within the Past 5 Years To Reduce or Prevent 

Wildlife Damage to Their Property.
(Farmers)
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Q211. Percent Who Have Not Used Fencing, Scare 
Tactics or Repellents, or Habitat Modification 
Within the Past 5 Years To Reduce or Prevent 

Wildlife Damage to Their Property.
(Farmers)
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage 
would you say you are willing to accept in return 

for knowing deer would be around your area? 
Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 

value of all crop products combined.
(Farmers)
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage would you say you are willing to accept in return 
for knowing deer would be around your area? Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 
value of all crop products combined. (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 
Percent DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

1%-5% 16 33 22 20 20 15 17 23 20 27 25 22
6%-10% 15 15 17 13 18 15 20 12 19 17 20 16
11%-20% 4 10 8 11 6 6 8 9 10 9 8 8
21%-30% 5 1 2 6 4 7 5 3 2 3 4 4
More than 30% 7 3 7 6 3 4 3 7 3 4 5 5
Not willing to accept 
any loss 35 25 27 19 21 32 28 24 22 8 15 24

Don't know 18 13 17 24 28 21 19 22 23 32 23 22
Mean 10.25 9.52 9.59 11.77 8.52 9.42 9.49 10.85 8.16 9.79 10.27 10.19
Median 2 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 7.5 5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q217. Median Percent of Loss From Deer Damage 
Would Be Willing To Accept In Return For Knowing 

Deer Would Be Around Their Area.
(Farmers)
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than 
under depredation deer permits)?

(Farmers)
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than under 
depredation deer permits)? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in 
Which 
Farm 
Located 

Yes No 

DMU 1 23 77
DMU 2 21 79
DMU 3 24 76
DMU 4 23 77
DMU 5 21 79
DMU 6 30 70
DMU 7 22 78
DMU 8 43 57
DMU 9 40 60
DMU 10 46 54
DMU 11 37 63
Statewide 28 72
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Q220. Percent Who Personally Hunt Deer. (Other 
Than Under Depredation Deer Permits.)

(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? 
(Asked of those who hunt deer other than the 

shooting of depredation deer.)
(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your 
farmlands? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in 
Which 
Farm 
Located 

Yes No 

DMU 1 44 56
DMU 2 7 93
DMU 3 53 47
DMU 4 58 42
DMU 5 37 63
DMU 6 59 41
DMU 7 39 61
DMU 8 69 31
DMU 9 74 26
DMU 10 92 8
DMU 11 86 14
Statewide 57 43
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your 
farmlands?
(Farmers)
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm 

Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 10 87 3 
DMU 2 10 90 0 
DMU 3 28 71 1 
DMU 4 27 73 0 
DMU 5 16 84 1 
DMU 6 35 65 0 
DMU 7 16 84 0 
DMU 8 37 63 0 
DMU 9 44 56 0 
DMU 10 73 27 0 
DMU 11 68 32 0 
Statewide 29 70 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q222. Percent Who Allow Deer Hunting on Their 
Farmlands.
(Farmers)
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer 
hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer hunting 

on their farmlands.)
(Farmers)
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer hunting? (Asked of 
those who allow deer hunting on their farmlands.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 0 100 0 
DMU 2 20 80 0 
DMU 3 6 94 0 
DMU 4 19 81 0 
DMU 5 5 95 0 
DMU 6 2 98 0 
DMU 7 3 97 0 
DMU 8 2 98 0 
DMU 9 5 93 2 
DMU 10 9 91 0 
DMU 11 7 93 0 
Statewide 7 93 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q223. Percent Who Lease Any Farmlands For Deer 
Hunting. (Of Those Who Allow Deer Hunting on 

Their Farmlands.)
(Farmers)
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Q224. Approximately how much do you charge for 
the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease any 

farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)

32

15

5

8

2

9

2

6

7

6

7

0 20 40 60 80 100

More than $4,000

$3,001-$4,000

$2,001-$3,000

$1,001-$2,000

$501-$1,000

$101-$500

$11-$100

$6-$10

$1-$5

Don't charge
anything to lease

Don't know

Percent (n=32)

Mean = 2,484.01
Median = 70

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 209 
Statewide Results 
 
 

Q227. Approximately how many acres are provided 
in the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease 

any farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during hunting season? (How effective would this 
be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat EffectiveDMU in Which Farm 

Located 
Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All Effective Don't Know

23 24 DMU 1 
47 

22 31 

18 30 DMU 2 48 29 23 

26 25 DMU 3 52 19 29 

26 21 DMU 4 46 25 29 

20 25 DMU 5 44 20 35 

26 19 DMU 6 45 27 28 

16 27 DMU 7 42 25 33 

28 23 DMU 8 51 34 15 

36 28 DMU 9 64 19 17 

47 25 DMU 10 72 13 14 

59 16 DMU 11 
75 

12 13 

28 24 Statewide 
51 

23 25 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 



212 Responsive Management 
 Statewide Results 

 

Q214. Percent Who Think More Antlerless Deer 
Days During Hunting Season Would Be Very 
Effective in Controlling the Deer Population.

(Farmers)
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Q214. Percent Who Think More Antlerless Deer 
Days During Hunting Season Would Be Very or 

Somewhat Effective in Controlling the Deer 
Population.
(Farmers)
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Q214. Percent Who Think More Antlerless Deer 
Days During Hunting Season Would Not Be 

Effective At All in Controlling the Deer Population.
(Farmers)
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season? (How effective 
would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

22 24 DMU 1 
46 

27 27 

20 33 DMU 2 53 25 22 

28 26 DMU 3 54 24 21 

25 24 DMU 4 49 28 23 

20 29 DMU 5 49 22 29 

22 25 DMU 6 47 21 31 

25 26 DMU 7 51 19 29 

28 30 DMU 8 58 26 16 

34 35 DMU 9 68 17 15 

37 41 DMU 10 78 7 15 

50 27 DMU 11 
77 

11 12 

27 28 Statewide 
56 

22 23 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q215. Percent Who Think the Issuance of More 
Antlerless Permits During Hunting Season Would 

Be Very Effective in Controlling the Deer 
Population.
(Farmers)
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Q215. Percent Who Think the Issuance of More 
Antlerless Permits During Hunting Season Would 
Be Very or Somewhat Effective in Controlling the 

Deer Population.
(Farmers)
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Q215. Percent Who Think the Issuance of More 
Antlerless Permits During Hunting Season Would 

Not Be Effective At All in Controlling the Deer 
Population.
(Farmers)
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

32 33 DMU 1 
65 

10 26 

32 26 DMU 2 58 23 19 

34 33 DMU 3 67 18 15 

33 25 DMU 4 58 26 16 

29 30 DMU 5 59 17 23 

38 29 DMU 6 67 16 17 

33 31 DMU 7 65 14 21 

33 36 DMU 8 69 18 14 

27 43 DMU 9 70 14 16 

41 36 DMU 10 77 11 11 

49 28 DMU 11 
77 

10 12 

34 31 Statewide 
65 

17 18 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q216. Percent Who Think the Issuance of 
Depredation Permits To Farmers Who Are 

Experiencing Damage Would Be Very Effective in 
Controlling the Deer Population.

(Farmers)
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Q216. Percent Who Think the Issuance of 
Depredation Permits To Farmers Who Are 

Experiencing Damage Would Be Very or Somewhat 
Effective in Controlling the Deer Population.

(Farmers)
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Q216. Percent Who Think the Issuance of 
Depredation Permits To Farmers Who Are 

Experiencing Damage Would Not Be Effective At All 
in Controlling the Deer Population.

(Farmers)
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DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.  It may be that farmers and hunters, in general living in more rural areas, 

are exposed to more deer on the road, relative to the general population.   

• Among residents, 2% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the past 5 

years.  About a quarter of those involved in an accident indicated that somebody was 

injured in the accident.   

o A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU.   

o Following the tabulation is a graph showing rankings of the DMUs.   

• The Hunter Survey found that 11% of hunters had been in a vehicle accident with deer in 

the past 5 years.   

• Farmers are closer to hunters than the general population regarding this:  10% of farmers 

have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the past 5 years.   

o A tabulation is included of the data broken down by DMU.   

o Following the tabulation is a graph showing rankings of the DMUs.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Residents’ mean rating is 4.91, farmers’ mean rating is 

4.81 (both just below the midpoint of 5.0).   
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the 

past 5 years?
(Residents)
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer 
in Florida in the past 5 years? (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of Residence 

Yes No Don't 
Know 

DMU 1 0 100 0
DMU 2 2 98 0
DMU 3 1 99 0
DMU 4 5 95 0
DMU 5 2 98 0
DMU 6 3 97 0
DMU 7 1 98 1
DMU 8 1 99 0
DMU 9 4 96 0
DMU 10 2 98 0
DMU 11 17 83 0
Statewide 2 98 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q129. Percent Who Have Been Involved in a 
Vehicle Collision With a Deer in Florida in the 

Past 5 Years.
(Residents)
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Q130. Were you or anyone else in your vehicle 
injured? (Asked of those who have been involved 
in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the 

past 5 years.)
(Residents)
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Q235. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Hunters)
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Q230. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q230. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located Yes, as a 

Driver 
Yes, as a 

Passenger 
Yes, Both as a 
Driver and a 
Passenger 

No, Not 
Involved in 
Collision 

Don't Know 

DMU 1 8 0 0 92 0
DMU 2 2 0 0 98 0
DMU 3 5 1 0 94 1
DMU 4 8 1 1 90 0
DMU 5 4 0 1 95 0
DMU 6 15 2 1 83 0
DMU 7 6 0 0 94 0
DMU 8 7 2 0 91 0
DMU 9 18 2 0 80 0
DMU 10 13 4 2 82 0
DMU 11 22 1 0 78 0
Statewide 9 1 0 90 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q230. Percent Who Have Been Involved in a 
Vehicle Collision With a Deer in Florida in the Past 

5 Years.
(Farmers)
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Q101. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Residents)
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Q188. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Farmers)
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RESIDENTS:  THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH DEER AND OPINIONS ON DEER AND 
DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS 
Participation in Outdoor Activities 

 The majority of residents had participated in gardening in Florida in the past 5 years (52%).  

A second tier of activities includes wildlife viewing (40%) and fishing (also 40%).  Rounding 

out the list of nature-based activities are hiking (29%), camping (24%), and hunting (12%).  

Meanwhile, 19% of residents had done none of these nature-based activities.   

• A tabulation is included of the data by DMU.   

• Also included are graphs showing rankings of the DMUs.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if the resident had visited any park or public land 

in the past 5 years:  37% had visited a State Park, 24% had visited a county, city, or 

community park, 24% had visited a National Park, 9% had visited an unspecified park, and 

9% had visited a National Forest.  Meanwhile, 28% had not visited any such public lands.   

• A tabulation is included of the data by DMU.   

• Also included are graphs showing rankings of the DMUs.   

 

 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  15% see deer around home frequently or 

sometimes; and 15% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes.   

• A similar question asked those in the general population who go hunting or fishing to 

indicate how often they see deer when engaged in those activities:  34% see deer 

frequently or sometimes when hunting or fishing.  A crosstabulation is included showing 

the results among those who fish only, those who hunt only, and those who do both.   

• Likewise, residents who engaged in hiking, camping, or wildlife viewing were asked how 

often they see deer when doing nature-based activities, with similar results:  36% see deer 

frequently or sometimes when engaged in these nature-based activities.   
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor 
activities in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor activities in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU of 
Residence Gardening Wildlife 

Viewing Fishing Hiking Camping Hunting None of 
These 

DMU 1 58 53 50 33 17 7 16
DMU 2 43 27 29 13 14 6 30
DMU 3 61 41 47 44 31 17 9
DMU 4 56 42 43 29 30 11 17
DMU 5 49 45 38 44 23 16 15
DMU 6 78 39 67 24 21 11 6
DMU 7 64 52 45 43 47 18 8
DMU 8 61 70 47 36 33 10 5
DMU 9 48 40 65 55 45 35 9
DMU 10 45 36 51 30 25 23 23
DMU 11 56 48 52 36 44 26 13
Statewide 52 40 40 29 24 12 19

Does not sum to 100% because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Gardening 
in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Wildlife 
Viewing in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Fishing in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Hiking in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)

13

24

36

36

43

44

44

55

33

30

29

0 20 40 60 80 100

Lives in DMU 9

Lives in DMU 3

Lives in DMU 5

Lives in DMU 7

Lives in DMU 8

Lives in DMU 11

Lives in DMU 1

Lives in DMU 10

Lives in DMU 4

Lives in DMU 6

Lives in DMU 2

Percent

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 241 
Statewide Results 
 
 

Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Camping in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q12. Percent Who Have Participated in Hunting in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or 
other such lands in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or other such lands in Florida in the past 5 
years? (Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 

DMU of 
Residence 
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DMU 1 26 48 25 21 7 6 5 7 0 0
DMU 2 35 21 17 21 15 8 2 2 3 2
DMU 3 22 65 36 30 2 16 3 2 0 9
DMU 4 27 46 22 33 3 5 5 9 0 2
DMU 5 27 36 38 22 6 6 5 3 0 3
DMU 6 13 33 41 22 24 29 24 24 0 2
DMU 7 15 51 26 17 10 17 8 4 0 3
DMU 8 25 36 21 26 7 7 6 5 0 6
DMU 9 13 51 12 26 6 33 11 3 0 0
DMU 10 25 54 14 22 5 8 12 9 1 2
DMU 11 25 56 12 31 7 9 5 1 1 1
Statewide 28 37 24 24 9 9 5 5 1 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q15. Percent Who Have Visited a State Park in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q15. Percent Who Have Visited a County, City, or 
Community Park in Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q15. Percent Who Have Visited a National Park in 
Florida in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q15. Percent Who Have Not Visited any Parks, 
National Forests, or Other Such Lands in Florida in 

the Past 5 Years.
(Residents)
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around 
your house or in your neighborhood?

(Residents)
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around your house or in your 
neighborhood? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of 
Residence Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Don't Know
DMU 1 5 6 23 66 0
DMU 2 1 0 5 94 0
DMU 3 6 5 19 70 0
DMU 4 16 12 20 52 0
DMU 5 13 3 11 73 0
DMU 6 10 32 18 41 0
DMU 7 23 7 17 54 0
DMU 8 10 14 23 53 0
DMU 9 26 9 14 50 0
DMU 10 20 10 21 48 2
DMU 11 36 13 17 33 0
Statewide 10 6 13 71 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 251 
Statewide Results 
 
 

 
 

 



252 Responsive Management 
 Statewide Results 

 

Q92. Percent Who Frequently See Deer Around 
Their House or in Their Neighborhood.

(Residents)
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Q92. Percent Who Frequently or Sometimes See 
Deer Around Their House or in Their 

Neighborhood.
(Residents)
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Q92. Percent Who Rarely or Never See Deer 
Around Their House or in Their Neighborhood.

(Residents)
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Q92. Percent Who Never See Deer Around Their 
House or in Their Neighborhood.

(Residents)
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on 
your commute to work?

(Residents)
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on your commute to work? (Residents) 
Percent DMU of 

Residence Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Does not 
Commute Don't Know

DMU 1 5 10 10 53 21 0
DMU 2 2 1 2 85 10 0
DMU 3 2 2 18 60 18 0
DMU 4 19 4 17 43 17 0
DMU 5 5 11 8 60 17 0
DMU 6 9 14 8 56 12 0
DMU 7 19 12 12 47 10 0
DMU 8 12 7 34 25 21 0
DMU 9 20 11 13 50 5 1
DMU 10 18 19 14 35 14 0
DMU 11 32 10 11 29 19 0
Statewide 8 6 10 61 14 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q93. Percent Who Frequently See Deer On Their 
Commute To Work.

(Residents)
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Q93. Percent Who Frequently or Sometimes See 
Deer On Their Commute To Work.

(Residents)
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Q93. Percent Who Rarely or Never See Deer on 
Their Commute To Work.

(Residents)
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Q93. Percent Who Never See Deer on Their 
Commute To Work.

(Residents)
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Q119. How often would you say you see deer while 
you are hunting or fishing? (Asked of those who 

have participated in hunting or fishing in Florida in 
the past 5 years.)

(Residents)
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Q119. How often would you say you see deer while 
you are hunting or fishing? (Asked of those who 

have participated in hunting or fishing in Florida in 
the past 5 years.)

(Residents)
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Q120. How often would you say you see deer while 
doing nature-related activities, such as hiking or 

watching wildlife? (Asked of those who have 
participated in hiking, camping, or wildlife viewing 

in Florida in the past 5 years.)
(Residents)
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Feelings About Deer and Concerns Related to Deer 

 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the responses 
ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home and 
do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around my 
home and regard them as a nuisance).  (There were two questions, both essentially the same:  
one asked those who had previously indicated seeing deer around their home how they feel 
about deer; the second asked those who did not see deer around their home about how they 
would feel about deer if they were around their home.)   
• The majority of Florida residents fall in the acceptance side (68%, including 46% who 

respond with the highest acceptance level); nonetheless, 26% have little or no acceptance 
of deer.   
o A tabulation is included of the data by DMU, as well as two maps showing DMU 

data.   
 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  
For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 
all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.  Graphs show the mean ratings (showing 
the overall opinion) and the percent who give a rating of “9” or “10” (showing the percent 
who have strong feelings about the items).   
• Among Florida residents, their greatest deer-related concerns pertain to the health of the 

habitat and the deer herd (broadly speaking, ecological concerns) rather than the negative 
effects deer can have on humans.  The top two items, when ranked by the mean rating, 
are the quality of deer habitat in Florida (5.12) and the health of the deer population 
(5.02).  These are followed fairly closely by two human concerns:  deer-vehicle accidents 
(4.91) and tick-borne diseases (4.76).   
o Rounding out the list among residents are the ecological concern of deer impacts on 

habitat and other wildlife (2.91) and two human-related concerns:  deer damage to 
landscaping (1.04) and deer droppings in the yard (0.51).   

o When looking at the percent rating the item a “9” or “10” rather than looking at the 
mean, the two human concerns rise to the top:  tick-borne diseases (25% give a high 
rating) and deer-vehicle accidents (23%).  These are just ahead of the ecological 
concerns:  quality of deer habitat (19%) and the health of the deer population (17%).   



266 Responsive Management 
 Statewide Results 

 

Q122/123. Which of the following best describes 
your feelings about deer?

(Residents)
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes your feelings about deer? (List of the four 
options was read to respondents.) (Residents) 

Percent 

DMU of 
Residence 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home and 
(would not/do 
not) worry 
about any 
problems 
they can 
cause 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home, but 
I (would) 
worry about 
the problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
sometimes 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home but 
more often 
(would) worry 
about the 
problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
never enjoy 
having deer 
around my 
home and 
(would) 
regard them 
as a nuisance

None of these Don't know 

DMU 1 53 21 14 8 4 0
DMU 2 35 27 14 15 5 4
DMU 3 59 12 10 15 1 4
DMU 4 51 25 14 8 1 1
DMU 5 43 27 9 14 5 2
DMU 6 71 10 13 3 3 0
DMU 7 53 10 16 17 2 1
DMU 8 49 20 19 3 9 0
DMU 9 46 14 12 24 0 3
DMU 10 48 21 8 19 1 3
DMU 11 58 25 10 5 2 0
Statewide 46 23 13 13 4 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q122/Q123. Percent Who Chose the Following That 
Best Describes Their Feelings About Deer.

(Residents)
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Q97-Q109.  On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at 
all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Residents)
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Q97-Q109.  On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at 
all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, those 

who rated their concern for the 
following a 9 or 10.

(Residents)
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Q97-109. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not 
at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Residents) 

Mean 

DMU of 
Residence 

Q97. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q99. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources for 
the size of 
the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q101. 
Deer-
vehicle 
accidents 
in Florida 

Q103. The 
quality of 
deer 
habitat in 
Florida 

Q105. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in yard 

Q107. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q109. Deer 
droppings 
in yard 

DMU 1 4.78 4.91 4.53 4.93 1.44 2.83 0.58 
DMU 2 4.52 4.83 4.39 4.68 0.78 3.01 0.59 
DMU 3 5.41 6.50 5.11 5.68 0.76 3.64 0.23 
DMU 4 4.72 4.54 5.39 5.56 1.36 2.80 0.50 
DMU 5 5.17 4.88 4.94 4.99 0.73 2.69 0.19 
DMU 6 5.40 5.85 6.16 6.50 0.39 1.75 0.07 
DMU 7 5.00 5.39 5.46 5.41 1.95 3.79 1.52 
DMU 8 4.37 5.58 5.20 5.57 0.93 2.97 0.23 
DMU 9 4.77 4.21 5.78 5.08 1.60 1.63 0.25 
DMU 10 4.17 5.17 4.90 4.82 1.51 2.25 0.66 
DMU 11 4.46 4.83 5.88 5.50 1.67 2.71 0.52 
Statewide 4.76 5.02 4.91 5.12 1.04 2.91 0.51 
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Q97. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Tick-Borne Diseases, Such as Lyme 

Disease, in Florida.
(Residents)
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Q99. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About the Health of the Deer Population in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q101. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer-Vehicle Accidents in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q103. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About the Quality of Deer Habitat in Florida.
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Q105. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Damage To Plants and Landscaping in 

Their Yard.
(Residents)
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Q107. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Impacts on Habitat and Other Wildlife 

in Florida.
(Residents)
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Q109. Mean Rating of How Concerned They Are 
About Deer Droppings in Their Yard.

(Residents)
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Residence Damage 
 The overwhelming majority of Florida residents (99%) have not had any damage to their 

property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer.   

• Those who did have damage most often incurred damage to their garden or landscaping 

from deer.   

o A tabulation and maps are included of the data broken down by DMU.   

 

Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your property, other than vehicle 

accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer 
were a nuisance on your property?

(Residents)
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Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to 
your property, other than vehicle accidents, from deer or 
otherwise felt that deer were a nuisance on your property? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of Residence 

Yes No Don't 
Know 

DMU 1 1 99 0
DMU 2 0 100 0
DMU 3 0 100 0
DMU 4 2 98 0
DMU 5 3 97 0
DMU 6 2 98 0
DMU 7 1 98 1
DMU 8 0 100 0
DMU 9 7 93 0
DMU 10 4 96 0
DMU 11 5 95 0
Statewide 1 99 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  The “0” in the yes column 
for DMUs 2, 3, and 8 are rounded to 0; for each, less than 0.5% gave the yes response. 
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Q124. Percent Who Have Incurred Damage To Their 
Property, Other Than Vehicle Accidents, From Deer 

or Otherwise Felt That Deer Were a Nuisance on 
Their Property in the Past 5 Years.

(Residents)
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Q127. What was damaged or what was the 
nuisance caused by deer? (Asked of those who 

have incurred damage to their property, other than 
vehicle accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that 

deer were a nuisance on their property.)
(Residents)
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Q127. What was damaged or what was the nuisance caused by deer? (Open-ended.) (Asked of 
those who have incurred damage to their property, other than vehicle accidents, from deer or 
otherwise felt that deer were a nuisance on their property.) (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence Garden / 

Landscaping 
Damage to 

Fencing / Other 
Structures 

Agricultural 
Damage 

Physical Threat 
to / Interaction 
with Humans 

Pets 

DMU 1 100 50 0 0 0
DMU 2 100 0 0 0 0
DMU 3 100 0 0 0 0
DMU 4 100 0 0 0 0
DMU 5 100 0 0 0 0
DMU 6 95 5 0 0 0
DMU 7 100 0 0 0 0
DMU 8 27 0 73 0 0
DMU 9 62 37 1 15 15
DMU 10 65 0 35 30 0
DMU 11 60 45 28 0 0
Statewide 88 11 7 5 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q127. Percent Who Had Garden / Landscaping 
Damage Caused By Deer. (Of Those Who Have 
Incurred Damage To Their Property, Other Than 
Vehicle Accidents, From Deer or Otherwise Felt 

That Deer Were a Nuisance on Their Property in the 
Past 5 Years.)

(Residents)
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Lyme Disease 
 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  4% of Florida 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   

 

Q131. Have you or any family member been 
diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q131. Have you or any family member been diagnosed with Lyme disease in 
the past 5 years? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know Refused 

DMU 1 6 94 0 0 
DMU 2 5 95 0 0 
DMU 3 7 93 0 0 
DMU 4 3 97 0 0 
DMU 5 2 98 0 0 
DMU 6 2 98 0 0 
DMU 7 2 98 0 1 
DMU 8 0 100 0 0 
DMU 9 5 95 0 0 
DMU 10 3 97 0 0 
DMU 11 5 95 0 0 
Statewide 4 96 0 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q131. Percent Who Say That They or a Family 
Member Have Been Diagnosed With Lyme Disease 

in the Past 5 Years.
(Residents)
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Homeowners’ Opinions on Hunting and Deer Management Tools 

 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  73% support hunting, but 23% 

oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer.  There is much support for deer hunting as a management tool 

(62% support, while 31% oppose), but not much support for the other options:  

professionals or sharpshooters (only 27% support, with a majority of 64% opposing this 

option) and opening up to archery hunting areas that are usually closed to hunting (39% 

support, while 52% oppose).   

• Those who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural area were asked if 

they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable for hunting):  13% 

said that they allow hunting on their property, 17% do not allow hunting on what is 

presumed to be land otherwise suitable for hunting, and 71% said that their property is 

not suitable for hunting.  (Note that the 13% of this sub-sample is only 1% of all residents 

in the General Population Survey.)   
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated 
hunting in general?
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general? (Residents) 
Percent 

Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU of 
Residence 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

42 42 6 5 DMU 1 
84 

4 
12 

0 

25 34 10 27 
DMU 2 
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37 
1 

33 44 4 17 
DMU 3 

77 
2 

21 
0 

31 46 8 9 
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17 
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53 29 8 6 
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14 
0 

34 48 0 12 
DMU 6 

81 
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12 
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DMU 7 

80 
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18 
0 

51 18 20 6 
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54 28 4 5 
DMU 10 
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9 
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59 28 1 1 
DMU 11 

88 
10 

2 
1 

36 37 7 15 
Statewide 
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1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q111. Percent Who Strongly or Moderately Support 
Legal, Regulated Hunting in General.
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Q111. Percent Who Moderately or Strongly Oppose 
Legal, Regulated Hunting in General.

(Residents)
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Q114-Q116. Support or opposition to the following 
as deer management tools.
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer hunting as a deer management tool? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU of 
Residence 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support 

nor 
Oppose 

Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know
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2 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of professionals or sharpshooters as a deer 
management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 
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Oppose 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas to archery hunting, including 
suburban areas in which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer management tool? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 
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Support 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q114-Q116. Percent Who Strongly or Moderately 
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Q114-Q116. Percent Who Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose the Following as a Deer 

Management Tool.
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is 
your property not suitable for hunting? (Asked of 

those who live in a rural area and who did not 
previously indicate opposing hunting.)

(Residents)
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is 
your property not suitable for hunting? 

(Among all residents.)
(Residents)
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is your property not suitable 
for hunting? (Asked of those who live in a rural area and who did not previously 
indicate opposing hunting.) (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence Yes No, Don't 

Allow It 
Property Not 
Suitable for 

Hunting 
Don't Know 

DMU 1 0 27 73 0 
DMU 2 0 0 100 0 
DMU 3 5 10 85 0 
DMU 4 11 6 83 0 
DMU 5 0 19 80 1 
DMU 6 29 10 61 0 
DMU 7 27 27 46 0 
DMU 8 6 32 63 0 
DMU 9 31 10 58 0 
DMU 10 17 14 65 4 
DMU 11 17 19 64 0 
Statewide 13 17 71 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q156. Percent Who Allow Hunting on Their 
Property. (Of Those Who Live in a Rural Area and 

Who Did Not Previously Indicate Opposing 
Hunting.)

(Residents)
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Q156. Property Not Suitable for Hunting. (Of Those 
Who Live in a Rural Area and Who Did Not 

Previously Indicate Opposing Hunting.)
(Residents)
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Just over a third of residents (36%) have received such information, most commonly 

through the Commission website or through direct mail.   

• Nearly half of hunters (45%) have received such information, most commonly through 

email or through direct mail.   

• More than a third of farmers (34%) have received such information, most commonly 

through direct mail, the Commission website, or through an in-person contact in the field.   

o Tabulations are included of the data broken down by DMU.   

o Following the tabulations are graphs showing the rankings of DMUs.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (43%), followed by newspapers (10%), 

word-of-mouth (10%), television (10%), and magazines (9%).  Farmers’ most popular 

sources of information are word-of-mouth (22%), the Internet (13%), and magazines 

(12%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about deer:  26% of Florida residents who use the Internet use social 

media, and 14% of farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  48% of residents who use the Internet and 87% of farmers who 

use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some time.   
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Q139. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 36 64 0
DMU 2 26 74 0
DMU 3 63 37 0
DMU 4 26 74 0
DMU 5 51 49 0
DMU 6 53 47 0
DMU 7 30 70 1
DMU 8 37 63 0
DMU 9 62 36 2
DMU 10 37 63 0
DMU 11 34 66 0
Statewide 36 64 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q230. Have you ever received information about anything deer-related directly from the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 37 60 2
DMU 2 45 51 4
DMU 3 40 58 2
DMU 4 49 50 2
DMU 5 50 49 1
DMU 6 46 52 2
DMU 7 40 57 2
DMU 8 42 54 4
DMU 9 42 55 3
DMU 10 52 46 2
DMU 11 42 56 2
Statewide 45 53 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q238. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 30 64 5
DMU 2 36 63 1
DMU 3 30 69 1
DMU 4 34 65 1
DMU 5 35 63 2
DMU 6 28 71 1
DMU 7 36 61 3
DMU 8 41 56 3
DMU 9 26 72 2
DMU 10 43 57 0
DMU 11 34 62 4
Statewide 34 64 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q139. Percent Who Have Obtained or Received 
Information Directly From the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or That They Think 

Originated With the Commission.
(Residents)
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Q230. Percent Who Have Received Information 
About Anything Deer-Related Directly From the 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or That 
They Think Originated With the Commission.

(Hunters)
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Q238. Percent Who Have Obtained or Received 
Information Directly From the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or That They Think 

Originated With the Commission.
(Farmers)
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Q142. How did you get the information? (Asked of 
those who have obtained or received information 
directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission or that they think originated 
with the Commission.)

(Residents)
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Q142. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 
Commission website 43 31 31 44 51 35 33 45 55 33 44
Direct mail 18 20 48 29 39 49 18 12 23 18 39
Email 9 16 6 21 6 44 9 17 5 7 3
In-person from a 
Commission office 3 18 8 3 0 1 12 0 3 6 5

In-person contact in the 
field 7 7 9 6 7 5 3 0 7 13 8

In-person at public meeting 
/ presentation / event 4 7 9 7 0 2 7 0 4 2 8

Magazine 0 1 4 0 2 1 19 1 2 7 0
Booklet, pamphlet, 
brochure 1 1 0 6 0 6 2 7 9 2 2

Telephone / call the 
Commission 3 1 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 4 0

Newspaper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 0 0
Television 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Website, not sure whose 
site 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0

Word-of-mouth 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0
Other website that had 
Commission information 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0
Don't know 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 4 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q142. Percent Who Received the Information From 
the Commission Website. (Of Those Who Have 

Obtained or Received Information Directly From the 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or That 

They Think Originated With the Commission.)
(Residents)
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Q142. Percent Who Received the Information From 
Direct Mail. (Of Those Who Have Obtained or 

Received Information Directly From the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or That They 

Think Originated With the Commission.)
(Residents)
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Q142. Percent Who Received the Information From 
Email. (Of Those Who Have Obtained or Received 

Information Directly From the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or That They Think 

Originated With the Commission.)
(Residents)
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Q142. Percent Who Received the Information In-
Person From a Commission Office. (Of Those Who 

Have Obtained or Received Information Directly 
From the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission or That They Think Originated With 
the Commission.)

(Residents)
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Q142. Percent Who Received the Information In-
Person From Contact in the Field. (Of Those Who 
Have Obtained or Received Information Directly 

From the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission or That They Think Originated With 

the Commission.)
(Residents)
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Q233. How did you get the information? (Asked of 
those who received deer-related information from 

the FWC.)
(Hunters)
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Q233. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who received deer-related 
information from the Commission.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Medium for 

Information DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

Email 61 54 54 61 62 51 61 51 49 68 57 57
Direct mail 34 33 33 37 30 47 38 36 51 32 35 38
In-person contact in 
the field 1 5 5 3 5 3 1 3 5 4 6 3

Commission website 0 4 0 3 9 1 2 4 5 4 5 3
In-person from a 
Commission office 4 1 5 2 3 3 4 5 2 5 3 3

Telephone 4 4 4 4 0 1 2 0 1 2 2 2
Magazine 0 3 2 2 3 2 2 2 0 0 3 2
Website, not sure 
whose site 0 3 1 2 6 1 1 3 1 0 2 2

In-person at public 
meet. / pres. event 3 5 4 1 1 0 0 3 1 3 3 2

Annual survey card 0 1 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1
Other website that had 
Commission info 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 1

From sporting store 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
Newspaper 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
With regulations 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Other 1 2 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 2 1
Don't know 0 1 4 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q241. How did you get the information? (Asked of 
those who have obtained or received information 
directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission or that they think originated with the 
Commission.)

(Farmers)
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Q241. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) How Information 

Obtained DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide

In-person contact in the 
field 21 20 27 16 16 3 19 32 19 10 35 21

In-person at public meeting 
/ presentation / event 0 13 8 4 7 6 8 7 7 7 15 8

In-person from a 
Commission office 3 15 13 13 21 13 12 10 19 16 11 13

Email 19 15 7 13 7 22 14 4 5 18 10 12
Commission website 21 36 20 16 26 35 16 19 21 15 14 22
Other website that had 
Commission information 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Website, not sure whose 
site 0 0 0 2 2 3 0 5 0 0 2 1

Direct mail 32 15 30 38 17 33 36 19 22 38 20 26
Newspaper 0 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 1 0 1
Magazine 3 0 7 10 0 4 2 1 10 4 4 4
Regulations handbook 6 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Brochures 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0
Telephone 5 0 0 5 4 0 10 11 8 5 5 5
Other 0 7 0 0 2 3 6 0 0 0 0 2
Don't know 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 1 2 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain 
information about wildlife in Florida?

(Residents)
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain information about wildlife in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses 
Allowed) DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU

11 
Internet / websites / social media 
/ email 49 36 59 41 41 61 37 63 66 33 32

Newspapers 21 6 16 13 10 7 12 8 7 18 5
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 8 5 23 9 13 8 17 10 9 17 20
Television 19 8 9 15 4 8 13 9 6 11 12
Magazines 20 8 9 10 5 6 14 6 5 11 6
Brochures / pamphlets 7 4 2 3 9 2 5 11 6 2 11
Books 0 3 1 2 3 0 3 3 1 0 0
Personal experience / observing 
wildlife 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 5 1

Radio 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 0 0 0 0
At event / park / museum 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Not-for-profit organization / 
hunting club 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Library in general 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0
Classes he/she takes / in school 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Teaches classes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0
Telephone / call them 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Government agency / 
Commission 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stores 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't obtain / receive information 12 42 7 31 31 20 24 18 11 28 33
Don't know 0 0 2 1 1 1 2 0 0 0 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q134. Percent Who Use the Internet / Websites / 
Social Media / Email To Obtain Information About 

Wildlife in Florida.
(Residents)
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Q134. Percent Who Use Newspapers To Obtain 
Information About Wildlife in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q134. Percent Who Use Word-of-Mouth / Friends / 
Family To Obtain Information About Wildlife 

in Florida.
(Residents)
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Q134. Percent Who Use Television To Obtain 
Information About Wildlife in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q134. Percent Who Use Magazines To Obtain 
Information About Wildlife in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q134. Percent Who Use Brochures / Pamphlets To 
Obtain Information About Wildlife in Florida.

(Residents)
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Q233. What sources do you use to obtain 
information about deer in Florida?

(Farmers)
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Q233. What sources do you use to obtain information about deer in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Sources Used 

DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

State-
wide 

Don't obtain / receive 
information 52 53 45 46 52 54 53 42 46 32 42 48

Word-of-mouth / 
friends / family 25 15 25 24 21 18 24 25 25 19 18 22

Internet / websites / 
social media / email 7 21 10 16 14 15 11 13 6 20 8 13

Magazines 12 8 17 13 10 11 8 15 17 13 14 12
Brochures / pamphlets 2 8 4 4 5 8 4 5 3 8 6 5
Newspapers 6 4 4 1 4 7 5 5 2 7 5 4
Television 6 1 0 2 2 4 2 3 2 6 6 3
Personal experience 2 0 1 1 1 0 3 0 1 2 3 1
Books 3 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 3 0 1
The Commission 0 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 2 3 1
Other government 
agencies 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 3 1 1

Event / fair 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 0
Radio 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 2 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 2 0 1
Don't know 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife 
from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who use the Internet, 

including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.)

(Residents)
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife from social 
media such as Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube? (Asked of 
those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, 
or email, to obtain information about wildlife in Florida.) 
(Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of Residence 

Yes No Don't 
Know 

DMU 1 20 80 0
DMU 2 33 66 1
DMU 3 18 82 0
DMU 4 18 82 0
DMU 5 21 79 0
DMU 6 19 81 0
DMU 7 47 53 0
DMU 8 36 64 0
DMU 9 3 97 0
DMU 10 16 84 0
DMU 11 39 61 0
Statewide 26 73 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 



334 Responsive Management 
 Statewide Results 

 

Q136. Percent Who Get Information About Wildlife 
From Social Media Such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

YouTube. (Of Those Who Use the Internet To 
Obtain Information About Wildlife In Florida.)

(Residents)
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Q235. Do you ever get information about deer from 
social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information 
about deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q235. Do you ever get information about deer from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 
Yes No 

DMU 1 24 76
DMU 2 6 94
DMU 3 0 100
DMU 4 4 96
DMU 5 19 81
DMU 6 17 83
DMU 7 24 76
DMU 8 22 78
DMU 9 0 100
DMU 10 19 81
DMU 11 21 79
Statewide 14 86
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who use the Internet, including 
websites, social media, or email, to obtain 

information about wildlife in Florida.)
(Residents)
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission website? (Asked of those who use 
the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of Residence 

Yes No Don't 
Know 

DMU 1 48 50 2
DMU 2 33 67 0
DMU 3 64 36 0
DMU 4 48 50 2
DMU 5 70 23 6
DMU 6 74 26 0
DMU 7 39 61 0
DMU 8 37 63 0
DMU 9 74 26 0
DMU 10 55 45 0
DMU 11 55 45 0
Statewide 48 50 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q137. Percent Who Have Visited the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission Website. 

(Of Those Who Use the Internet To Obtain 
Information About Wildlife in Florida.)

(Residents)
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Q236. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who receive information about 
deer in Florida online.)
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Q236. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 100 0 0
DMU 2 93 0 7
DMU 3 82 18 0
DMU 4 80 20 0
DMU 5 82 18 0
DMU 6 89 6 6
DMU 7 100 0 0
DMU 8 74 26 0
DMU 9 89 11 0
DMU 10 89 11 0
DMU 11 93 7 0
Statewide 87 11 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 
 The primary purpose of the demographic data is for crosstabulations and analyses purposes; 

nonetheless, the results are shown in this section.  It is important to note that a primary 

purpose of the study was to report data at the DMU level.  For this reason, all weighting was 

designed primarily to achieve a sample representative of each DMU.  Statewide data was 

then built on those 11 separate DMU samples.  Once these samples were built into a 

statewide sample, the demographic characteristics of residents are within tolerance of the 

“true” values obtained using U.S. Census data, as shown below.   

 

Gender Census Survey
Male 48.32 44.49
Female 51.68 55.47
   
Age Census Survey
18-24 11.79 4.35
25-34 15.50 18.59
35-44 16.01 15.91
45-54 18.25 16.65
55-64 16.13 16.59
65+ 22.32 22.30
Don't know NA 0.30
Refused NA 5.31

 

 Data shown are the results overall, then tabulations of the data by DMU.   
• Gender (all three surveys).   
• Age (all three surveys) (the General Population Survey included only those 18 years old 

and older; the Hunter Survey included only hunters 16 years old or older).   
• Ethnicity (all three surveys).   
• Education level (General Population Survey only).   
• Renting versus owning their house (all three surveys).   
• The character of the residential area in which they live (e.g., rural, suburban) (all three 

surveys).   
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Q160. Respondent's gender (observed by interviewer, not asked). (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence Male Female 
DMU 1 53 47
DMU 2 42 58
DMU 3 44 56
DMU 4 37 63
DMU 5 43 57
DMU 6 50 50
DMU 7 44 56
DMU 8 55 45
DMU 9 43 57
DMU 10 54 46
DMU 11 49 51
Statewide 44 55
Does not sum to 100% statewide because of rounding and because “don’t know” responses are not shown.   
 
Q251. Respondent's gender (not asked; observed by interviewer). (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted Male Female 
DMU 1 98 2
DMU 2 97 3
DMU 3 93 7
DMU 4 93 7
DMU 5 95 5
DMU 6 89 11
DMU 7 96 4
DMU 8 95 5
DMU 9 93 7
DMU 10 91 9
DMU 11 98 2
Statewide 94 6
 
Q257. Respondent's gender (not asked; observed by interviewer). (Farmers) 

Percent DMU hunts deer most often in Male Female 
DMU 1 65 35
DMU 2 69 31
DMU 3 70 30
DMU 4 65 35
DMU 5 65 35
DMU 6 68 32
DMU 7 62 38
DMU 8 76 24
DMU 9 83 17
DMU 10 84 16
DMU 11 89 11
Statewide 71 29
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Q152. Respondent's age. (Residents) 
 DMU of Residence 

Percent DMU 
1 

DMU 
2 

DMU 
3 

DMU 
4 

DMU 
5 

DMU 
6 

DMU 
7 

DMU 
8 

DMU 
9 

DMU 
10 

DMU 
11 

18-24 years old 2 3 12 0 3 2 13 11 19 0 3
25-34 years old 14 18 15 20 20 17 20 22 20 24 20
35-44 years old 9 18 5 25 14 16 9 15 17 12 20
45-54 years old 14 23 11 7 15 8 22 11 14 24 16
55-64 years old 20 11 22 19 18 35 16 18 13 19 17
65 yrs or older 37 19 25 25 28 19 17 18 15 17 17
Don't know 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Refused 4 8 9 4 3 3 3 4 2 5 7

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q245. Respondent's age. (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) 
Age DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

Under 18 yrs old 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 2 2 1 1
18-24 years old 9 10 7 7 9 8 9 9 11 13 5 9
25-34 years old 21 20 21 22 21 16 18 18 16 18 20 19
35-44 years old 18 18 18 19 23 20 22 17 16 24 22 20
45-54 years old 28 27 22 26 24 23 21 26 29 16 22 24
55-64 years old 18 18 21 19 17 25 20 21 19 23 25 21
65 yrs or older 3 3 5 4 4 6 9 5 6 2 4 5
Don't know 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Refused 1 1 2 0 1 2 1 2 1 2 0 1
Mean 42.82 42.62 43.52 43.42 42.75 45.13 44.16 44.05 44.08 41.82 44.79 43.80
Median 44.5 44 45 45 43 46.5 44 46 46 42 45 45

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q251. Respondent's age. (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 
Years old DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 

State-
wide 

Under 18 yrs old 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
18-24 years old 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
25-34 years old 6 15 2 2 5 1 3 3 1 1 2 4
35-44 years old 4 10 6 6 6 8 9 7 2 6 2 6
45-54 years old 11 23 17 18 14 10 14 16 14 4 13 15
55-64 years old 25 28 22 31 25 21 31 27 28 27 29 27
65 yrs or older 51 23 50 36 49 56 41 45 52 55 54 44
Don't know 2 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Refused 2 2 2 5 2 4 2 2 1 6 1 2
Mean 62.64 56.36 63.82 62.29 62.59 64.63 62.49 62.91 63.15 65.56 64.70 62.10
Median 64.5 58 65.5 62 64 66 63 65 65 66 65 63

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q147. What is the highest level of education you have completed? (Residents) 
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DMU 1 6 11 15 12 33 18 3 0 2
DMU 2 2 15 9 15 30 18 7 0 4
DMU 3 1 17 11 12 31 14 0 0 12
DMU 4 3 12 16 7 31 19 8 1 4
DMU 5 0 22 30 8 28 5 6 0 0
DMU 6 2 15 29 8 41 2 0 2 1
DMU 7 3 34 24 11 13 8 5 1 1
DMU 8 8 15 19 7 30 13 2 0 5
DMU 9 2 5 17 28 32 11 5 0 0
DMU 10 4 28 14 16 23 9 2 0 4
DMU 11 6 28 18 19 16 8 1 0 5
Statewide 3 17 16 12 29 14 5 0 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q150. What races or ethnic backgrounds do you consider yourself? Please mention all that 
apply. (Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses 
Allowed) DMU 

1 
DMU 

2 
DMU 

3 
DMU 

4 
DMU 

5 
DMU 

6 
DMU 

7 
DMU 

8 
DMU 

9 
DMU 

10 
DMU 

11 
White or Caucasian 80 54 88 80 80 79 82 78 78 72 84
Black or African-American 9 14 3 11 9 7 18 7 19 10 8
Hispanic or Latino 4 20 2 5 4 9 2 8 0 4 2
Native American or Alaskan native 
or Aleutian 0 1 0 7 1 3 2 3 0 10 6

East Asian 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0
South Asian 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Middle Eastern 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't know 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Refused 5 7 7 5 5 2 1 7 2 5 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding, because multiple responses are allowed, and/or because any 
categories with less than 0.5% are not shown.   
 

Q243. What races or ethnic backgrounds do you consider yourself? Please mention all that 
apply. (Hunters) 

Percent 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted White or 

Caucasian 
Hispanic 
or Latino 

Native 
American 
or Alaskan 
Native or 
Aleutian 

Black or 
African-

American
South 
Asian 

Don't 
Know Refused 

DMU 1 94 1 2 0 0 1 2
DMU 2 87 9 0 0 0 0 5
DMU 3 93 3 0 0 0 0 4
DMU 4 92 4 2 1 1 1 0
DMU 5 93 3 2 1 0 0 2
DMU 6 94 2 2 1 0 0 3
DMU 7 95 1 2 0 0 0 2
DMU 8 93 2 1 1 0 0 3
DMU 9 93 4 3 1 0 0 1
DMU 10 95 4 1 0 0 0 1
DMU 11 91 1 2 2 0 0 4
Statewide 93 3 2 1 0 0 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding, because multiple responses are allowed, and/or because any 
categories with less than 0.5% are not shown.   
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Q249. What races or ethnic backgrounds do you consider yourself? Please mention all that 
apply. (Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in 
Which Farm 
Located 

White or 
Caucasian 

Black or 
African-

American 
Hispanic 
or Latino 

Native 
American 
or Alaskan 
Native or 
Aleutian 

East Asian South 
Asian 

Don't 
know Refused 

DMU 1 89 1 2 2 0 1 0 6
DMU 2 74 3 17 0 4 2 0 1
DMU 3 91 0 0 3 2 0 2 2
DMU 4 91 1 4 2 0 0 1 1
DMU 5 93 0 5 1 0 0 0 3
DMU 6 91 3 2 0 0 0 2 2
DMU 7 93 1 1 1 1 0 1 3
DMU 8 94 0 1 0 0 0 2 2
DMU 9 92 6 0 0 0 0 1 1
DMU 10 90 4 0 1 0 0 0 6
DMU 11 96 2 0 4 0 0 0 2
Statewide 90 2 4 1 1 0 1 2

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q145. Do you rent or own your current place of residence? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Rent Own Don't Know 

DMU 1 15 83 1
DMU 2 21 73 7
DMU 3 25 71 4
DMU 4 13 84 3
DMU 5 22 78 0
DMU 6 13 85 1
DMU 7 35 64 1
DMU 8 26 69 5
DMU 9 10 88 1
DMU 10 19 75 6
DMU 11 19 76 5
Statewide 21 76 4
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q239. Do you rent or own your current place of residence? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Rent Own Don't Know 

DMU 1 17 78 5
DMU 2 24 69 7
DMU 3 14 81 5
DMU 4 15 80 5
DMU 5 18 78 4
DMU 6 13 85 2
DMU 7 19 78 2
DMU 8 11 83 6
DMU 9 8 90 1
DMU 10 15 80 4
DMU 11 10 88 2
Statewide 15 81 4
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q245. Do you rent or own your current place of residence? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Rent Own Don't Know 
DMU 1 1 95 5
DMU 2 1 99 0
DMU 3 3 96 2
DMU 4 2 96 1
DMU 5 3 96 1
DMU 6 2 98 0
DMU 7 0 99 1
DMU 8 0 100 0
DMU 9 1 98 1
DMU 10 2 96 2
DMU 11 1 99 0
Statewide 1 98 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q146. Do you consider your place of residence to be a large city or urban area, a suburban area, 
a small city or town, a rural area on a farm or ranch, or a rural area not on a farm or ranch? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence 

Large City 
or Urban 

Area 
Suburban 

Area 
Small City 
or Town 

Rural Area 
on a Farm 
or Ranch 

Rural Area 
Not on a 

Farm/Ranch 
Don't 
Know Refused

DMU 1 15 41 38 0 7 0 0
DMU 2 42 37 15 0 1 1 4
DMU 3 33 35 22 1 9 0 1
DMU 4 13 46 23 4 13 1 1
DMU 5 23 34 26 1 15 0 0
DMU 6 2 44 17 10 26 0 1
DMU 7 9 45 19 4 22 1 1
DMU 8 23 36 21 6 10 0 3
DMU 9 13 39 29 6 13 0 0
DMU 10 9 11 53 3 20 0 4
DMU 11 5 20 27 9 34 1 4
Statewide 26 37 22 2 10 1 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q240. Do you consider your place of residence to be a large city or urban area, a suburban area, 
a small city or town, a rural area on a farm or ranch, or a rural area not on a farm or ranch? 
(Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted 

Large City 
or Urban 

Area 
Suburban 

Area 
Small City 
or Town 

Rural Area 
on a Farm or 

Ranch 

Rural Area 
Not on a 

Farm/Ranch 
Don't 
Know Refused

DMU 1 20 22 27 10 18 2 1
DMU 2 25 22 30 6 14 1 1
DMU 3 16 14 22 20 26 0 2
DMU 4 22 19 25 10 23 1 0
DMU 5 17 19 27 11 25 0 0
DMU 6 12 10 26 18 34 0 1
DMU 7 12 13 24 15 34 1 0
DMU 8 15 14 18 19 31 1 1
DMU 9 10 10 20 30 28 0 0
DMU 10 11 16 30 11 31 0 0
DMU 11 7 13 33 20 26 0 0
Statewide 15 15 26 15 27 1 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q246. Do you consider your place of residence to be a large city or urban area, a suburban area, 
a small city or town, a rural area on a farm or ranch, or a rural area not on a farm or ranch? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in Which 
Farm Located 

Large City 
or Urban 

Area 
Suburban 

Area 
Small City 
or Town 

Rural Area 
on a Farm 
or Ranch 

Rural Area 
Not on a 

Farm/Ranch 
Don't 
Know Refused

DMU 1 8 6 9 71 7 0 0
DMU 2 20 15 10 48 7 0 0
DMU 3 6 4 7 71 10 1 1
DMU 4 4 5 15 67 9 1 0
DMU 5 10 10 10 64 5 2 0
DMU 6 3 4 10 74 6 3 0
DMU 7 4 1 9 79 7 0 0
DMU 8 2 3 7 86 1 0 0
DMU 9 3 5 5 81 4 0 1
DMU 10 5 7 13 68 6 0 2
DMU 11 3 0 9 82 6 0 0
Statewide 7 6 10 71 6 1 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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RESULTS FOR ZONE A (DMUs 1 AND 2) 
 The map below shows Zone A, encompassing the southern part of Florida.   

 

 
 

GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA (ZONE A) 
 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida (asked prior to 

most other questions in the survey so that the responses would not be influenced by the rest 

of the survey).  Additionally, each of the surveys included follow-up questions asking for the 

reasons that respondents are satisfied or dissatisfied, as shown in the graphs.   

• Among residents of Zone A, satisfaction (34%) exceeds dissatisfaction (10%).   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they do not see enough deer or 

because hunting areas are not perceived to be maintained well/poor quality habitat.   
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• The majority of Zone A hunters (64%) are satisfied with deer management; however, 

24% are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they think that there are not enough 

deer, that they perceive the buck-doe ratio to not be good, that they do not like some 

aspect of the hunting regulations, or that they do not like season lengths and dates.   

• Among farmers in Zone A, satisfaction (55%) exceeds dissatisfaction (11%; rounding on 

the graph causes the apparent discrepancy in sum).  Approximately a third (34%) are 

neutral or do not know.   

o Zone A farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are not 

enough deer or that there are too many deer, because they do not like some aspect of 

the hunting regulations, and/or because what they feel is poor management in general.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often.  A majority of Zone A 

hunters are satisfied (61%), while 26% are dissatisfied.   

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 359 
Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 
 
 

Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the state of Florida?

(Zone A)

44

8

2

12

16

18

4

8

16

25

39

8

21

6

13

27

28

6

0 20 40 60 80 100

Very satisfied

Somewhat
satisfied

Neither satisfied
nor dissatisfied

Somewhat
dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

Don't know

Percent

Residents (n=244)
Hunters (n=422)
Farmers (n=137)

 



360 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 

 

Q17. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU of 

Residence 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

23 20 4 2 DMU 1 
44 

16 
6 

35 

17 15 2 9 DMU 2 
32 

11 
11 

46 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q22. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

24 39 18 10 DMU 1 
63 

7 
27 

2 

25 40 14 7 DMU 2 
65 

9 
21 

6 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q23. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU in Which 

Farm Located 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

28 21 4 11 DMU 1 
49 

13 
15 

23 

28 30 7 3 DMU 2 
58 

14 
9 

19 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q18. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
overall in the state of Florida? (Asked of those who 
are satisfied with deer management overall in the 

state of Florida.)
(Residents)
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Q19. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the state of Florida? (Asked 

of those who are dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the state of Florida.)
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Q23. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
overall in the State of Florida? (Asked of those who 

are satisfied.)
(Hunters)
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Q24. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the State of Florida? (Asked 

of those who are dissatisfied.)
(Hunters)
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Q171. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE (ZONE A) 
 The survey of residents asked them if they think the deer population in their county of 

residence is too high, about right, or too low; the survey of farmers asked them if the deer 

population in the county where their farm is located is too high, about right, or too low.   

• Residents of Zone A most commonly think that the deer population is too low (46%), 

followed closely by the percent who think it is about right (31%).  At the other end, 7% 

think it is too high.  (The remainder do not know.)   

• (No hunter results are shown; the crosstabulation that determined the hunter’s zone is 

based on the county in which hunter most often hunted, while the question is about the 

county of residence.)   

• Most commonly, Zone A farmers think the deer population in the county where their 

farm is located is about right (45%).  Otherwise, they too are more likely to think it is too 

low (34%) than to think it is too high (7%).   

o Farmers who do not live on their farm (or primary farm about which they answered 

the question discussed immediately above) were asked about the deer population 

where they live:  most commonly, they say the population is about right (42%); 

otherwise, the percent saying too high (8%) is exceeded by the percent saying too low 

(30%).   

 

 The survey of residents asked them whether they think that there are more deer, about the 

same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 years ago.  The 

most common answer other than “don’t know” (41%) is that there are about the same amount 

of deer (30%) among residents of Zone A.  Otherwise, more residents say that there are fewer 

deer (24%) than say that there are more deer (5%).   

• (No hunter results are shown for this question; the crosstabulation that determined the 

hunter’s zone is based on the county in which hunter most often hunted, while the 

question is about the county of residence.)   
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 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents of Zone A more often want to see the deer herd increased (36%) than see it 

decreased (1%).  Just under half want the herd kept the same (48%).  The remainder do 

not know/have no opinion.   

• The majority of Zone A hunters (62%) want the deer herd increased, while only 4% want 

it decreased; in the middle, 27% want it kept the same.   

• The majority of farmers in Zone A (55%) want the deer herd kept the same.  Otherwise, 

24% want it increased, while 5% want it decreased.   
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Q90. Where you live, would you say the deer population is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 

DMU 1 5 35 43 16
DMU 2 8 30 47 16
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 

Note:  The crosstabulation for Question 95 in the Hunter Survey was not shown because the data 
have no utility (the question concerns the county of residence and the crosstabulation is by the 
DMU in which the respondent most often hunted).   
 
Q96. Do you think the deer population where your farm/orchard/ranch is located is too high, 
about right, or too low? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 1 7 46 30 17
DMU 2 7 44 35 14

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q168. Do you think the deer population where you live is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Asked of those who do not live on their farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 1 0 44 31 25
DMU 2 10 42 30 19

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 



372 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 

 

Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the 
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the same amount of deer, or fewer deer now 
compared to 5 years ago where you live? (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence More Deer About the Same 

Amount Fewer Deer 
Don't Know / 

Haven't Lived There 
5 Years 

DMU 1 8 31 18 43
DMU 2 4 30 25 40
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q94. How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission manage the deer 
herd over the next 5 years in the area where you live? Should the deer population be increased, 
decreased, or kept the same? (Residents) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU of Residence 
Substantially or Slightly 

Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No
Opinion 

11 22 3 2 DMU 1 
33 

49 
5 

13 

10 27 0 0 DMU 2 
37 

48 
0 

14 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q176. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd in 
general over the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most 
often hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased 
DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

33 31 5 0 DMU 1 
63 

24 
5 

7 

33 28 3 0 DMU 2 
60 

29 
4 

7 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q170. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over the 
next 5 years in the area where your farm/orchard/ranch is located? (Farmers) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU in Which 
Farm Located 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / 
No Opinion 

13 8 3 5 DMU 1 
21 

52 
8 

18 

12 13 1 2 DMU 2 
25 

56 
3 

16 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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HUNTER PREFERENCES (ZONE A) 
Sex Ratio (Zone A) 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Zone A hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in 

which they hunt deer most often:  49% are satisfied, but 48% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 71% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 24% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  73% of Zone A hunters want the number of bucks to be increased, 

while only 2% want a decrease (22% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  34% of Zone A hunters want an increase, while 27% want a decrease in 

the number of does (33% want the number kept the same—the most common response).   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  An overwhelming majority of these respondents (84%) would support more 

days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd (mostly strong support); only 

5% would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters in Zone A who wanted the doe population increased were 

asked about having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are somewhat split:  55% 

would support fewer days, and 35% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an 

effort to increase the deer population.   
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Q170. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
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Q178. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage does over the next 5 
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Q177/178. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage bucks/does over 
the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted 
deer.) (Hunters) 
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DMU 1 41 15 33 21 74 36 20 32 1 17 0 9 1 25 4 7 
DMU 2 46 21 26 12 72 33 23 34 2 20 0 9 2 29 3 4 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt decreased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to 
take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the deer 
population? (Asked of those who would like to see 

the deer population in the place they most hunt 
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt increased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

23 28 12 26 
DMU 1 

52 
6 

38 
5 

31 27 14 18 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Large-Antlered Bucks and Antler Regulations (Zone A) 
 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  Among Zone A hunters, the most common perception is 

a decline:  12% say that there are more, 31% say that there are about the same, but 41% say 

that there are fewer (the remainder do not know).   

 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  Among Zone A hunters, there is more dissatisfaction than 

satisfaction:  60% are dissatisfied, compared to 34% who are satisfied.   

 

 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 

bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 

which they favor:  33% of Zone A hunters favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (54%) 

favor voluntary actions (the remainder did not choose either of these or did not know).   

 

 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of Zone A 

hunters (71%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-

bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; 

however, 23% oppose.   
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Q175. Would you say that there are more large-antlered deer, about the same amount, or fewer 
now compared to 5 years ago? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted deer.) 
(Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted 

More Large-
Antlered Deer 

About the Same 
Amount 

Fewer Large-
Antlered Deer 

Don’t Know / 
Haven’t Hunted 
There 5 Years 

DMU 1 11 31 42 16
DMU 2 12 31 41 16
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q169. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
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Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of larger-bodied and larger-antlered 
bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this can be done 
through mandatory regulations set by the Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor? (Hunters) 
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DMU 1 39 53 3 2 4
DMU 2 29 56 4 4 8

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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regulations designed to increase the number of 

larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available 
for harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)

1

13

10

5

28

43

0 20 40 60 80 100

Strongly support

Moderately
support

Neither support
nor oppose

Moderately
oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know

Percent

Hunts most often in Zone A
(n=422)

23%

71%

 
 
Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of 
larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area you hunt most 
frequently? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 
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Support 
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Strongly 
Oppose 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Opinions on Hunting Seasons (Zone A) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  72% of Zone A hunters are satisfied with the structure of the various deer 

seasons, such as the start and end dates, in their hunt area, while 25% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  Among Zone A hunters, for three of the four seasons—archery 

season, muzzleloader season, and general gun season—the most common response is that the 

season is about the right length.  However, for antlerless season, hunters most commonly 

think it is too short, with a similar percent saying it is about right.  In all instances, a low 

percent said the season was too long.   
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Q213. What about general gun season? (Is it too 
long, about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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Bag Limits (Zone A) 
 Two series of questions asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.  

The sample was evenly split, with half getting the first series and the other half getting the 

second series.  The first series asked about a limit of 1 buck, then 2 bucks, and so on up to 5 

bucks.  The second series worked backwards, asking about a limit of 5 bucks, then 4 bucks, 

and so on down to 1 buck.  By splitting the sample and having one work up and the other 

work down in the questioning, order bias was reduced.  The results were then combined.   

• Among Zone A hunters, the most support is for a 2-buck limit (50% of Zone A hunters).  

Higher than 2 bucks, support drops to the high 30s (ranging from 36% to 39%).  

Regarding opposition, the lowest opposition is to a 2-buck limit (46%).  Less than that, 

opposition is at 65%; more than that, opposition is steady at 58%.   

• Except for the 2-buck limit, opposition exceeds support for every other limit.   
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Q220-Q229.  Support or opposition to various 
statewide buck bag limits.
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(Zone A)
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Access (Zone A) 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  64% of 

Zone A hunters are satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 28% are 

dissatisfied.  They are evenly split between very and somewhat for both satisfaction and 

dissatisfaction.   

 

Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting 
access in that area?
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Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting access in that area? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
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Somewhat or Very 
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Don't Know

30 33 15 12 DMU 1 
62 

3 
26 
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34 32 13 16 DMU 2 
66 
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1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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FLORIDA DEER HUNTING (ZONE A) 
Hunting Participation (Zone A) 

 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 83% of hunters whose primary deer hunting area is in Zone A indicated that they 

hunted deer in Florida in the past year.   

 

 A graph shows the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida among Zone A 

hunters.  Just under a third of them (31%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 

years.  The mean number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 16.90 years among 

these Zone A hunters.   

 

 A graph shows the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters hunted 

deer in Florida, among Zone A hunters.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in 

Florida is 16.79 days among these hunters.   

 

 For deer hunting, 86% of Zone A deer hunters use modern firearms, 64% use archery 

equipment, 52% use muzzleloaders, and 12% use crossbows.   

 

 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (94% of Zone A hunters did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 

11% used dogs.  Note that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year?
(Hunters)
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year? (Hunters) 
Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 

Yes No 
DMU 1 81 19
DMU 2 85 15
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in 
Florida?
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in Florida? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each 

DMU) Years 
DMU 1 DMU 2 

1 year 5 6
2 years 7 5
3 years 6 6
4 years 9 8
5 years 5 5
6-10 years 9 10
11-15 years 10 11
16-20 years 20 13
21-25 years 4 9
26-30 years 4 4
31-35 years 6 7
36-40 years 6 10
More than 40 years 5 6
Don't know 2 0
Mean 17.45 16.44
Median 12 12

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida 
(last year / the last year you hunted)?

(Hunters)
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida (last year / the last year you hunted)? (Hunters)
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each 

DMU) Days 
DMU 1 DMU 2 

1-10 days 53 49
11-20 days 25 23
21-30 days 12 14
31-40 days 3 4
More than 40 days 4 7
Don't know 3 3
Mean 16.80 16.79
Median 10 10

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt 
deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 

that you used.
(Hunters)
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please 
name all that you used. (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted 

Archery Crossbow Muzzleloaders Modern 
Firearms 

DMU 1 65 14 47 86
DMU 2 62 11 56 86

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 
5 years? Have you...?

(Hunters)
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 5 years? Have you...? (Hunters) 
Percent 

DMU Most Often Hunted Gone Still Hunting 
for Deer 

Used Dogs to Hunt 
Deer Neither of These 

DMU 1 95 10 3
DMU 2 93 12 6

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because respondents may have done both types of hunting.   
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Hunting Locations (Zone A) 

 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• Among Zone A hunters the median distance from home that they travel (one-way) to hunt 

deer in their typical hunting location is 40 miles.   

• Public land is used more often than private land in Florida for hunting among Zone A 

hunters:  33% use private land mostly, and 48% use it at least half the time; on the other 

hand, 52% use public land mostly, and 67% use it at least half the time.   

o Those Zone A hunters who used private land mostly or at least half the time were 

asked if they ever pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  32% do so some of the 

time.  The median amount paid is $3,750; the median amount of land to which the fee 

gave access is 3,500 acres in Zone A.  The median distance that these hunters travel 

to that land (one-way) is 60 miles.   

• The majority of Zone A hunters (59%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 

years, including 37% who did so in the past year.   

 



402 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 

 

Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical 
place in Florida to hunt deer?

(Hunters)
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical place in Florida to hunt deer? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted Miles (Percent) 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
Less than 1 mile 2 0
1-5 miles 10 4
6-10 miles 10 8
11-15 miles 8 3
16-20 miles 13 7
21-30 miles 17 10
31-40 miles 11 8
41-50 miles 6 11
51-100 miles 15 33
100-200 miles 5 12
More than 200 miles 1 2
Don't know 0 1
Mean 41.77 66.20
Median 25 50

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, 
mostly on public land, or about equally on both?

(Hunters)
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, mostly on public land, or about equally on 
both? (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted Mostly Private 

Land 
About Equally 

on Both 
Mostly Public 

Land Don't Know 

DMU 1 46 14 40 0
DMU 2 22 16 63 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on 
private land in Florida? (Asked of those who hunt 

mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private 
and public about equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida? (Asked of those who 
hunt mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private and public about equally.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Yes No 

DMU 1 28 72
DMU 2 37 63
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Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for 
access to private land? (Asked of those who pay a 

fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access 
to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer on 

private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that 
land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
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Q236. Did you hunt deer out of state in the past 
year?

(Hunters)

63

37

0 20 40 60 80 100

Yes

No

Percent

Hunts most often in Zone A (n=422)

Q237. Did you hunt deer out of state in the past 5 
years?

(Hunters)

41

59

0 20 40 60 80 100

Yes

No

Percent

Hunts most often in Zone A
(n=422)

 



410 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 

Motivations for Deer Hunting (Zone A) 
 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

Among Zone A hunters, the social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or 

friends, or to just see deer) are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of 

the ranking are to harvest more than one deer and to harvest a large-antlered buck).   
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, the mean rating of 
importance of each of the following as a reason 

respondents go deer hunting.
(Hunters)
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, those who rated the 

importance of each of the following as a reason 
respondents go deer hunting as a 9 or 10.
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DEER MANAGEMENT AND FARMING IN FLORIDA (ZONE A) 
Farming Demographics (Zone A) 

 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey among Zone A farmers:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 604.01 acres in Zone A.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 25.08 years among Zone A farmers.   

• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  62% of Zone A farmers live on their 

primary farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Other 

fruit trees (other than oranges), miscellaneous vegetables, oranges and hay are the top 

produce/fruit grown in Zone A.  Beef cattle are the top livestock in Zone A.  Finally, 26% 

of farmers in Zone A grow ornamental shrubs, sod, trees, and other landscaping plants.   
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, 
including all lands associated with it?

(Farmers)
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, including all lands associated with it? 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU)Acres DMU 1 DMU 2 
5 acres or less 14 20
6-10 acres 24 20
11-15 acres 10 4
16-20 acres 6 8
21-30 acres 4 10
31-40 acres 3 4
41-50 acres 0 0
51-100 acres 7 9
101-200 acres 13 3
201-300 acres 4 3
301-400 acres 5 3
401-500 acres 3 1
501-1,000 acres 3 1
More than 1,000 acres 4 14
Don't know 0 2
Mean 195.47 612.24
Median 19 25

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida?
(Farmers)
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in 

Each DMU) Years 
DMU 1 DMU 2 

5 years or less 10 15
6-10 years 11 16
11-15 years 18 11
16-20 years 3 16
21-25 years 10 10
26-30 years 4 11
31-35 years 4 3
36-40 years 8 3
41-50 years 10 12
51-60 years 5 0
61-70 years 6 1
More than 70 years 8 1
Don't know 4 1
Mean 30.41 23.46
Median 24 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch?
(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 

DMU 1 74 26
DMU 2 55 45
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include 
hay, as well.

(Farmers)
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include hay, as well. (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located 

(Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses Allowed) Crops 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
None; do not grow any crops 40 33
Hay 24 4
Corn 6 9
Oranges 23 5
Other vegetables 10 16
Peanuts 0 0
Other fruit trees 10 28
Strawberries, other berries 0 0
Melons 3 11
Soybeans 1 0
Cotton 0 0
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 2 6
Grain 0 1
Trees 2 1
Wheat 0 0
Nut trees 2 0
Sugar cane 1 11
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 2 0
Tobacco 0 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0
Other 1 6
Don't know 0 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 421 
Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 
 
 

Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have 
for commercial purposes?

(Farmers)
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have for commercial purposes? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent 

in Each DMU) (Multiple Responses 
Allowed) Livestock / Poultry 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
None; do not have any livestock or poultry 38 62
Beef cattle 51 21
Dairy cattle 4 0
Hogs 3 0
Sheep 1 2
Goats 2 2
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, or donkeys 7 12
Chickens (layers) 8 3
Chickens (broilers) 2 3
Turkeys 0 0
Ducks 0 1
Other 4 0
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, 
ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or Christmas 

trees?
(Farmers)
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or 
Christmas trees? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 1 8 92
DMU 2 36 64
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Farmers’ Concerns Related to Deer (Zone A) 
 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among farmers in Zone A in Florida, there is a mixture of ecological concerns and 

human-effect concerns.  In the top tier are the quality of deer habitat in Florida (an 

ecological concern, with a mean rating of 4.59), tick-borne diseases (a human concern, 

4.14), deer-vehicle accidents (a human concern, 4.03), and the health of the deer 

population (an ecological concern, 4.01).   

o The final three items have markedly lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other 

wildlife (1.77), deer damage to landscaping and yard (0.49), and deer droppings in the 

yard (0.40).   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Farmers)
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Q182-200. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is 
not at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Farmers) 

Mean 

DMU in 
Which Farm 
Located 

Q182. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q185. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources 
for the size 
of the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q188. Deer-
vehicle 
accidents in 
Florida 

Q191. The 
quality of 
deer habitat 
in Florida 

Q194. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in your yard

Q197. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q200. Deer 
droppings 
in your yard

DMU 1 5.23 4.27 4.23 4.50 0.82 1.24 0.73 
DMU 2 3.26 4.00 4.41 5.36 0.35 2.09 0.30 
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Farm Damage (Zone A) 
 Farmers in Zone A were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  

11% indicated that they had incurred deer damage.   

• The crops or other things most commonly damaged are vegetable crops and fruit trees.   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  4% of Zone A farmers 

indicated that they had done so.   

 

 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  37% of Zone A farmers had used fencing, while 9% had used scare 

tactics or repellents and 5% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Zone A farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to 

accept in return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 8.53 percent; 

the median is 5 percent.  More than a quarter of Zone A farmers (28%) say that they are not 

willing to accept any loss.   

 

 Farmers in Zone A were asked if they personally hunt deer:  22% do so.  They were then 

asked if they hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  20% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  10% of Zone A farmers allow hunting on at least 

some of their farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (13% of these farmers indicate that they do).  The sample size of 

farmers in Zone A who lease land was too small for the follow-up questions about the 

amount of the lease and the acreage involved.   
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 Farmers in Zone A were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options 

for controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  48% of Zone A farmers think it would 

be very or somewhat effective, with 20% saying very effective; meanwhile, 27% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  50% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 20% saying very effective; meanwhile, 26% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  60% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 32% saying very effective; meanwhile, 18% 

say it would be not at all effective.  Of the three, this is perceived to be the most effective.   
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer?

(Farmers)
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer? 
(Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 1 12 88
DMU 2 11 89
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the 
deer? (Asked of those who experienced damage to 

their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 
years.)

(Farmers)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the deer? (Asked of those who experienced 
damage to their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 years.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Crops / Things Damaged 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
Other vegetables 12 69
Peanuts 0 0
Corn 12 0
Soybeans 12 0
Oranges 55 0
Other fruit trees 16 62
Cotton 0 0
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 21 14
Melons 12 9
Strawberries, other berries 0 0
Hay 0 0
Nut trees 0 0
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 0 0
Grain 0 0
Fencing was damaged 12 0
Wheat 0 0
Trees 0 0
Sugar cane 0 12
Tobacco 0 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0
Other 0 0
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer depredation tags in the past 5 years? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 3 97 0
DMU 2 5 95 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following 
non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 

within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife 
damage to your property. What about...?

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 
within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife damage to your property. (Farmers) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU in Which Farm 
Located Fencing Scare Tactics 

or Repellents
Habitat 

Modification 
None of 
These Don't Know 

DMU 1 34 2 4 63 0
DMU 2 38 12 6 53 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage 
would you say you are willing to accept in return 

for knowing deer would be around your area? 
Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 

value of all crop products combined.
(Farmers)
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage would you say you are willing to accept in return 
for knowing deer would be around your area? Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 
value of all crop products combined. (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) Percent 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
1%-5% 16 33
6%-10% 15 15
11%-20% 4 10
21%-30% 5 1
More than 30% 7 3
Not willing to accept any loss 35 25
Don't know 18 13
Mean 10.25 9.52
Median 2 5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than 
under depredation deer permits)?

(Farmers)
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than under depredation deer permits)? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which 

Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 1 23 77
DMU 2 21 79
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? 
(Asked of those who hunt deer other than the 

shooting of depredation deer.)
(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm 

Located Yes No 
DMU 1 44 56
DMU 2 7 93
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your 
farmlands?
(Farmers)
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 10 87 3
DMU 2 10 90 0
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer 
hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer hunting 

on their farmlands.)
(Farmers)

87

13

0 20 40 60 80 100

Yes

No

Percent

Farm is located in Zone A (n=17)

 
 

Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer 
hunting on their farmlands.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 1 0 100
DMU 2 20 80
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during 
hunting season? (How effective would this be in 

controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during hunting season? (How effective would this 
be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat EffectiveDMU in Which Farm 

Located 
Very or Somewhat Effective Not at All Effective Don't Know

23 24 DMU 1 
47 

22 31 

18 30 DMU 2 
48 

29 23 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 439 
Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 
 
 

Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless 
permits during hunting season? (How effective 

would this be in controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season? (How effective 
would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

22 24 DMU 1 
46 

27 27 

20 33 DMU 2 
53 

25 22 
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation 
permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer 

population?)
(Farmers)
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

32 33 DMU 1 
65 

10 26 

32 26 DMU 2 
58 

23 19 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS (ZONE A) 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.   

• Among residents of Zone A, 1% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the 

past 5 years.  (There were not enough who had been involved in deer collision to show 

the results of the follow-up question about possible injury in the accident.)   

• Among Zone A farmers, 4% have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the 

past 5 years.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Zone A residents’ mean rating is 4.41; Zone A farmers’ 

mean rating is 4.03 (both just below the midpoint of 5.0).   
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 1 0 100
DMU 2 2 98
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located Yes, as a Driver Yes, as a 

Passenger 
Yes, Both as a 
Driver and a 
Passenger 

No, Not Involved 
in Collision 

DMU 1 8 0 0 92
DMU 2 2 0 0 98
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Q101. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Residents)
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Q188. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Farmers)
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RESIDENTS:  THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH DEER AND OPINIONS ON DEER AND 
DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS (ZONE A) 
Participation in Outdoor Activities (Zone A) 

 Just under half of residents of Zone A had participated in gardening in Florida in the past 5 

years (46%).  A second tier of activities includes fishing (33%) and wildlife viewing (32%).  

Rounding out the list of nature-based activities are hiking (17%), camping (15%), and 

hunting (6%).  Meanwhile, 28% of residents had done none of these nature-based activities.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if residents had visited any park or public land in 

the past 5 years:  26% of Zone A residents had visited a State Park, 21% had visited a 

National Park, 19% had visited a county, city, or community park, 13% had visited an 

unspecified park, and 8% had visited a National Forest.  Meanwhile, 34% had not visited any 

such public lands.   

 

 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  3% of Zone A residents see deer around 

home frequently or sometimes; and 6% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes.   
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor 
activities in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor activities in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU of 
Residence Gardening Wildlife 

Viewing Fishing Hiking Camping Hunting None of 
These 

DMU 1 58 53 50 33 17 7 16
DMU 2 43 27 29 13 14 6 30

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or 
other such lands in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or other such lands in Florida in the past 5 
years? (Residents) 
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DMU 1 26 48 25 21 7 6 5 7 0 0
DMU 2 35 21 17 21 15 8 2 2 3 2

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around 
your house or in your neighborhood?

(Residents)
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around your house or in your neighborhood? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Don't Know 

DMU 1 5 6 23 66 0
DMU 2 1 0 5 94 0
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on 
your commute to work?

(Residents)
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on your commute to work? (Residents) 
Percent DMU of 

Residence Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Does not 
Commute Don't Know

DMU 1 5 10 10 53 21 0
DMU 2 2 1 2 85 10 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Feelings About Deer and Concerns Related to Deer (Zone A) 

 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the responses 

ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home and 

do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around my 

home and regard them as a nuisance).  (There were two questions, both essentially the same:  

one asked those who had previously indicated seeing deer around their home how they feel 

about deer; the second asked those who did not see deer around their home about how they 

would feel about deer if they were around their home.)  The majority of Zone A residents fall 

in the acceptance side (65%, including 39% who respond with the highest acceptance level); 

nonetheless, 27% have little or no acceptance of deer (rounding on the graph causes the 

apparent discrepancy in the latter sum).   

 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  

For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 

all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among Zone A residents, their greatest deer-related concerns pertain to the health of the 

habitat and the deer herd (broadly speaking, ecological concerns) rather than the negative 

effects deer can have on humans.  The top two items, when ranked by the mean rating, 

are the health of the deer population (4.84) and the quality of deer habitat in Florida 

(4.73).  These are followed fairly closely by two human concerns:  tick-borne diseases 

(4.57) and deer-vehicle accidents (4.41).   

o Rounding out the list among residents are the ecological concern of deer impacts on 

habitat and other wildlife (2.98) and two human-related concerns:  deer damage to 

landscaping (0.90) and deer droppings in the yard (0.59).   
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes 
your feelings about deer?
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes your feelings about deer? (Residents) 

Percent 

DMU of 
Residence 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home and 
(would not/do 
not) worry 
about any 
problems 
they can 
cause 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home, but 
I (would) 
worry about 
the problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
sometimes 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home but 
more often 
(would) worry 
about the 
problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
never enjoy 
having deer 
around my 
home and 
(would) 
regard them 
as a nuisance

None of these Don't know 

DMU 1 53 21 14 8 4 0
DMU 2 35 27 14 15 5 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
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Q97-109. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not 
at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Residents) 

Mean 

DMU of 
Residence 

Q97. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q99. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources for 
the size of 
the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q101. 
Deer-
vehicle 
accidents 
in Florida 

Q103. The 
quality of 
deer 
habitat in 
Florida 

Q105. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in yard 

Q107. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q109. Deer 
droppings 
in yard 

DMU 1 4.78 4.91 4.53 4.93 1.44 2.83 0.58 
DMU 2 4.52 4.83 4.39 4.68 0.78 3.01 0.59 
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Residence Damage (Zone A) 
 The overwhelming majority of Zone A residents (nearly 100%) have not had any damage to 

their property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer in the past 5 years.  There were 

not enough who had damage for the results to be shown for the follow-up question regarding 

what was damaged (the 4 respondents indicated that damage was to garden/landscaping, and 

1 of them also said that fencing/other structural damage occurred).   

 

Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your property, other than vehicle 

accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer 
were a nuisance on your property?

(Residents)
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Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your property, other than vehicle 
accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer were a nuisance on your property? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 1 1 99
DMU 2 0 100
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Lyme Disease (Zone A) 

 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  5% of Zone A 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   

 

Q131. Have you or any family member been 
diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q131. Have you or any family member been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 1 6 94
DMU 2 5 95
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Homeowners and Opinions on Hunting (Zone A) 
 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  64% of Zone A residents support 

hunting, but 32% oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer among Zone A residents.  Support for and opposition to deer 

hunting as a management tool is fairly evenly split (48% support, while 44% oppose).  

There is even less support for the other options:  professionals or sharpshooters (only 

26% support, with a majority of 69% opposing this option) and opening up to archery 

hunting areas that are usually closed to hunting (35% support, while 56% oppose).   

• Those Zone A residents who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural 

area were asked if they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable 

for hunting):  the majority say that their land is not suitable for hunting (87%); the 

remainder say that they do not allow hunting (13%).  None say that they allow hunting on 

their property.   
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated 
hunting in general?
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU of 
Residence 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
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Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 
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12 
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25 34 10 27 
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4 

37 
1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer 

hunting as a deer management tool?
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Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of 
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Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas 
to archery hunting, including suburban areas in 
which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer 

management tool?
(Residents)
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer hunting as a deer management tool? (Residents)
Percent 

Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

46 28 7 11 DMU 1 
73 

8 
18 

1 

18 24 10 40 DMU 2 
43 

4 
50 

3 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of professionals or sharpshooters as a deer 
management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

7 29 18 38 DMU 1 
37 

4 
56 

3 

8 16 15 58 DMU 2 
24 

3 
72 

1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas to archery hunting, including suburban areas 
in which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 
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Support 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is 
your property not suitable for hunting? (Asked of 

those who live in a rural area and who did not 
previously indicate opposing hunting.)
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is your property not suitable for hunting? 
(Asked of those who live in a rural area and who did not previously indicate opposing hunting.) 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of 
Residence Yes No, Don't Allow It Property Not Suitable for 

Hunting 
DMU 1 0 27 73
DMU 2 0 0 100



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 461 
Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 
 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION (ZONE A) 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Just over a quarter of Zone A residents (28%) have received such information, most 

commonly through the Commission website, direct mail, email, or in-person at a 

Commission office.   

• A bit under half of Zone A hunters (41%) have received such information, most 

commonly through email or through direct mail.   

• More than a third of Zone A farmers (34%) have received such information, most 

commonly through the Commission website, through an in-person contact in the field, 

direct mail, or email.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (38%) among Zone A residents, followed by 

magazines (10%), television (10%), and newspapers (9%).  Zone A farmers’ most 

popular sources of information are word-of-mouth (19%), the Internet (16%), and 

magazines (9%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about deer:  30% of Zone A residents who use the Internet use social 

media, and 8% of Zone A farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  37% of Zone A residents who use the Internet and 94% of 

Zone A farmers who use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some 

time.   
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Q139. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence Yes No 
DMU 1 36 64
DMU 2 26 74

 
Q230. Have you ever received information about anything deer-related directly from the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 37 60 2
DMU 2 45 51 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q238. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 30 64 5
DMU 2 36 63 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q142. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 1 DMU 2 

Commission website 43 31
Direct mail 18 20
Email 9 16
In-person from a Commission office 3 18
In-person contact in the field 7 7
In-person at public meeting / presentation / event 4 7
Magazine 0 1
Booklet, pamphlet, brochure 1 1
Telephone / call the Commission 3 1
Newspaper 0 0
Television 10 0
Website, not sure whose site 0 2
Word-of-mouth 0 0
Other website that had Commission information 0 0
Other 0 0
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q233. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who received deer-related 
information from the Commission.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent 
in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Medium for Information 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
Email 61 54
Direct mail 34 33
In-person contact in the field 1 5
Commission website 0 4
In-person from a Commission office 4 1
Telephone 4 4
Magazine 0 3
Website, not sure whose site 0 3
In-person at public meet. / pres. event 3 5
Annual survey card 0 1
Other website that had Commission info 3 0
From sporting store 0 0
Newspaper 5 0
With regulations 0 0
Other 1 2
Don't know 0 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q242. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses 

Allowed) 
How Information Obtained 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
In-person contact in the field 21 20
In-person at public meeting / presentation / event 0 13
In-person from a Commission office 3 15
Email 19 15
Commission website 21 36
Other website that had Commission information 0 0
Website, not sure whose site 0 0
Direct mail 32 15
Newspaper 0 0
Magazine 3 0
Regulations handbook 6 0
Brochures 0 0
Telephone 5 0
Other 0 7
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain information about wildlife in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 1 DMU 2 

Internet / websites / social media / email 49 36
Newspapers 21 6
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 8 5
Television 19 8
Magazines 20 8
Brochures / pamphlets 7 4
Books 0 3
Personal experience / observing wildlife 1 0
Radio 0 0
At event / park / museum 0 0
Not-for-profit organization / hunting club 3 0
Library in general 0 0
Classes he/she takes / in school 0 0
Teaches classes 0 0
Telephone / call them 0 0
Government agency / Commission 0 0
Stores 0 0
Don't obtain / receive information 12 42
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q234. What sources do you use to obtain 
information about deer in Florida?
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Q234. What sources do you use to obtain information about deer in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Sources Used 

DMU 1 DMU 2 
Don't obtain / receive information 52 53
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 25 15
Internet / websites / social media / email 7 21
Magazines 12 8
Brochures / pamphlets 2 8
Newspapers 6 4
Television 6 1
Personal experience 2 0
Books 3 0
The Commission 0 0
Other government agencies 0 0
Event / fair 0 0
Radio 0 0
Other 0 2
Don't know 3 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
 



474 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 

 

Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife 
from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
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including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.)
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 20 80 0
DMU 2 33 66 1
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from 
social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information 
about deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 1 24 76
DMU 2 6 94
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who use the Internet, including 
websites, social media, or email, to obtain 

information about wildlife in Florida.)
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to obtain 
information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 1 48 50 2
DMU 2 33 67 0
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Q237. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who receive information about 
deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q236. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 1 100 0 0
DMU 2 93 0 7
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA (ZONE A) 
 Data shown are the results for Zone A.   
• Gender (all three surveys).   
• Age (all three surveys) (the General Population Survey included only those 18 years old 

and older; the Hunter Survey included only hunters 16 years old or older).   
• Ethnicity (all three surveys).   
• Education level (General Population Survey only).   
• Renting versus owning their house (all three surveys).   
• The character of the residential area in which they live (e.g., rural, suburban) (all three 

surveys).   
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Respondent's gender (observed by interviewer, not 
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(Zone A)

1

1

1

0

1

2

7

0

0

22

13

21

17

17

3

28

18

3

18

21

10

8

32

27

19

12

0

0 20 40 60 80 100

65 years old or
older

55-64 years old

45-54 years old

35-44 years old

25-34 years old

18-24 years old

Under 18 years
old

Don't know

Refused

Percent

Residents (n=244)
Hunters (n=422)
Farmers (n=137)

Note:  The survey of 
residents specifically 
excluded those under18 
years old.  The survey 
of hunters specifically 
excluded those under 
16 years old.

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 481 
Results for Zone A (DMUs 1 and 2) 
 
 

Q147. What is the highest level of education you 
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What races or ethnic backgrounds do you consider 
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Do you rent or own your current place of 
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RESULTS FOR ZONE B (DMU 5) 
 The map below shows Zone B, encompassing the area around Tampa.   

 

 
 

GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA (ZONE B) 
 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida (asked prior to 

most other questions in the survey so that the responses would not be influenced by the rest 

of the survey).  Additionally, each of the surveys included follow-up questions asking for the 

reasons that respondents are satisfied or dissatisfied, as shown in the graphs.   

• Among residents of Zone B, satisfaction (40%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (5%; rounding 

on the graph causes the apparent discrepancy in the sum).   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they do not see enough deer.  Note 

the small sample size because so few were dissatisfied and did not get that follow-up 

question.   
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• The majority of Zone B hunters (66%) are satisfied with deer management; however, 

25% are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they perceive the buck-doe ratio to 

not be good, that there are not enough deer, or because they perceive the management 

to be poor.   

• Among farmers in Zone B, satisfaction (59%) exceeds dissatisfaction (8%).  About a 

third (34%) are neutral or do not know.   

o Zone B farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are not 

enough deer, because they do not like some aspect of the hunting regulations, because 

they feel the buck-doe ratio is not good, and/or because they feel the hunting is poor.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often.  A majority of Zone B 

hunters are satisfied (69%), while 22% are dissatisfied.   
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[Note low sample size on this question.] 
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE (ZONE B) 

 The survey of residents asked them if they think the deer population in their county of 

residence is too high, about right, or too low; the survey of farmers asked them if the deer 

population in the county where their farm is located is too high, about right, or too low.   

• Residents of Zone B most commonly think that the deer population is too low (36%), 

followed by the percent who think it is about right (25%).  At the other end, 4% think it is 

too high.  (The remainder do not know.)   

• (No hunter results are shown; the crosstabulation that determined the hunter’s zone is 

based on the county in which hunter most often hunted, while the question is about the 

county of residence.)   

• Most commonly, Zone B farmers think the deer population in the county where their 

farm is located is about right (39%).  Otherwise, they too are more likely to think it is too 

low (29%) than to think it is too high (6%).   

o Farmers who do not live on their farm (or primary farm about which they answered 

the question discussed immediately above) were asked about the deer population 

where they live:  most commonly, they say the population is too low (41%), 

exceeding the percent saying about right (31%) or too high (5%).   

 

 The survey of residents asked them whether they think that there are more deer, about the 

same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 years ago.  The 

most common answer other than “don’t know” (39%) is that there are fewer deer (27%) 

among residents of Zone B.  This is followed by the percent saying that there are about the 

same amount of deer (22%), with those saying that there are more deer at the lowest percent 

(only 13% say there are more).   
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 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents of Zone B more often want to see the deer herd increased (25%) than see it 

decreased (4%).  The majority want the herd kept the same (53%).  The remainder do not 

know/have no opinion.   

• The majority of Zone B hunters (59%) want the deer herd increased, while only 4% want 

it decreased; in the middle, 33% want it kept the same.   

• Just under half of farmers in Zone B (49%) want the deer herd kept the same.  Otherwise, 

32% want it increased, while 5% want it decreased (rounding on the graph causes the 

apparent discrepancy in the sum).   
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HUNTER PREFERENCES (ZONE B) 
Sex Ratio (Zone B) 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Zone B hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in 

which they hunt deer most often:  52% are satisfied, but 44% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 79% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 15% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  74% of Zone B hunters want the number of bucks to be increased, 

while only 1% want a decrease (22% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  26% of Zone B hunters want an increase, while a similar percent (25%) 

want a decrease in the number of does (46% want the number kept the same—the most 

common response).   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Not enough hunters indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area for the results to be valid as percentages (only 9 Zone B 

hunters received the question).  Seven of these respondents would support more days to 

take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd; only two respondents would oppose.   

• Those hunters in Zone B who wanted the doe population increased were asked about 

having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are somewhat split:  50% would 

support fewer days, but 38% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort 

to increase the deer population.   
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[Note low sample size on this question.] 
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Large-Antlered Bucks and Antler Regulations (Zone B) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  Among Zone B hunters, the most common perception is 

that there are about the same number (37%).  Otherwise, more Zone B hunters say that there 

are fewer (34%) than say that there are more (16%) (the remainder do not know).   

 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  Among Zone B hunters, there is more dissatisfaction than 

satisfaction:  56% are dissatisfied, compared to 36% who are satisfied.   

 

 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 

bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 

which they favor:  31% of Zone B hunters favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (56%) 

favor voluntary actions (the remainder did not choose either of these or did not know).   

 

 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of Zone B 

hunters (76%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-

bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; 

however, 18% oppose.   
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Opinions on Hunting Seasons (Zone B) 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  80% of Zone B hunters are satisfied with the structure of the various deer 

seasons, such as the start and end dates, in their hunt area, while 18% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  Among Zone B hunters, for three of the four seasons—archery 

season, muzzleloader season, and general gun season—the most common response is that the 

season is about the right length.  However, for antlerless season, hunters most commonly 

think it is too short.  In all instances, less than 10% said the season was too long.   
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Bag Limits (Zone B) 

 Two series of questions asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.  

The sample was evenly split, with half getting the first series and the other half getting the 

second series.  The first series asked about a limit of 1 buck, then 2 bucks, and so on up to 5 

bucks.  The second series worked backwards, asking about a limit of 5 bucks, then 4 bucks, 

and so on down to 1 buck.  By splitting the sample and having one work up and the other 

work down in the questioning, order bias was reduced.  The results were then combined.   

• The most support among Zone B hunters is for a 2-buck limit (50%), but this is only a 

little higher than support for a 3 buck limit (47%) or a 5-buck limit (45%).   

• Opposition is greatest for a 1-buck limit (70% oppose).  It then drops to its lowest percent 

at the 2-buck limit (46% oppose), and then climbs again (ranging from 49% to 57%).   
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Access (Zone B) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  80% of 

Zone B hunters are satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 14% are 

dissatisfied.   
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FLORIDA DEER HUNTING (ZONE B) 
Hunting Participation (Zone B) 

 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 89% of hunters whose primary deer hunting area is in Zone B indicated that they 

hunted deer in Florida in the past year.   

 

 A graph shows the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida among Zone B 

hunters.  Just under a third of them (25%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 

years.  The mean number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 18.50 years among 

these Zone B hunters.   

 

 A graph shows the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters hunted 

deer in Florida, among Zone B hunters.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in 

Florida is 22.97 days among these hunters.   

 

 For deer hunting, 92% of Zone B deer hunters use modern firearms, 58% use archery 

equipment, 43% use muzzleloaders, and 11% use crossbows.   

 

 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (95% of Zone B hunters did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 

19% used dogs.  Note that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year?
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in 
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida 
(last year / the last year you hunted)?
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt 
deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 

that you used.
(Hunters)
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 
5 years? Have you...?

(Hunters)
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Hunting Locations (Zone B) 
 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• Among Zone B hunters the median distance from home that they travel (one-way) to hunt 

deer in their typical hunting location is 30 miles.   

• Public land is used more often than private land in Florida for hunting among Zone B 

hunters:  46% use public land mostly, and 67% use it at least half the time.  On the other 

hand, private land is used mostly by 33% and used at least half the time by 54%.   

o Those Zone B hunters who used private land mostly or at least half the time were 

asked if they ever pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  27% do so some of the 

time.  The median amount paid is $1,000; the median amount of land to which the fee 

gave access is 1,350 acres in Zone B.  The median distance that these hunters travel to 

that land (one-way) is 25 miles.   

• The majority of Zone B hunters (57%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 

years, including 34% who did so in the past year.   
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical 
place in Florida to hunt deer?
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, 
mostly on public land, or about equally on both?

(Hunters)
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on 
private land in Florida? (Asked of those who hunt 

mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private 
and public about equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for 
access to private land? (Asked of those who pay a 

fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access 
to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer on 

private land in Florida.)
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that 
land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
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Q236. Did you hunt deer out of state in the past 
year?

(Hunters)
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Motivations for Deer Hunting (Zone B) 
 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

Among Zone B hunters, the social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or 

friends, or to just see deer) are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of 

the ranking are to harvest more than one deer and to obtain meat).   
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, the mean rating of 
importance of each of the following as a reason 

respondents go deer hunting.
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, those who rated the 

importance of each of the following as a reason 
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DEER MANAGEMENT AND FARMING IN FLORIDA (ZONE B) 
Farming Demographics (Zone B) 

 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey among Zone B farmers:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 369.30 acres in Zone B.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 29.57 years among Zone B farmers.   

• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  74% of Zone B farmers live on their 

primary farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Oranges, 

hay, and strawberries are the top produce/fruit grown in Zone B.  Beef cattle are the top 

livestock in Zone B.  Finally, 10% of farmers in Zone B grow ornamental shrubs, sod, 

trees, and other landscaping plants.   
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, 
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida?
(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch?
(Farmers)
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include 
hay, as well.
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have 
for commercial purposes?
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, 
ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or Christmas 

trees?
(Farmers)
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Farmers’ Concerns Related to Deer (Zone B) 
 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among farmers in Zone B in Florida, ecological concerns are important, being the top 

two ranked items:  the health of the deer population in Florida (mean rating of 5.05) and 

the quality of deer habitat (4.85).  Just below the top are human concerns:  tick-borne 

diseases (3.99) and deer-vehicle accidents (mean of 3.78).   

o The final three items have markedly lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other 

wildlife (1.66), deer damage to landscaping and yard (0.82), and deer droppings in the 

yard (0.18).   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
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Farm Damage (Zone B) 
 Farmers in Zone B were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  

12% indicated that they had incurred deer damage.   

• The crops or other things most commonly damaged in Zone B are oranges, strawberries, 

vegetables, and other fruit trees.   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  2% of Zone B farmers 

indicated that they had done so.   

 

 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  26% of Zone B farmers had used fencing, while 11% had used 

scare tactics or repellents and only 1% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Zone B farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to 

accept in return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 8.20 percent; 

the median is 5 percent.  More than a fifth of Zone B farmers (21%) say that they are not 

willing to accept any loss.   

 

 Farmers in Zone B were asked if they personally hunt deer:  21% do so.  They were then 

asked if they hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  37% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  16% of Zone B farmers allow hunting on at least 

some of their farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (5% of these farmers indicate that they do).  Too few of them did 

for the follow-up questions to produce valid data.   
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 Farmers in Zone B were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options 

for controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  44% of Zone B farmers think it would 

be very or somewhat effective, with 20% saying very effective; meanwhile, 20% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  49% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 20% saying very effective; meanwhile, 22% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  59% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 29% saying very effective; meanwhile, 17% 

say it would be not at all effective.  Of the three, this is perceived to be the most effective.   
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer?

(Farmers)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the 
deer? (Asked of those who experienced damage to 

their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 
years.)
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following 
non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 

within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife 
damage to your property. What about...?
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage 
would you say you are willing to accept in return 

for knowing deer would be around your area? 
Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 

value of all crop products combined.
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than 
under depredation deer permits)?

(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? 
(Asked of those who hunt deer other than the 

shooting of depredation deer.)
(Farmers)
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your 
farmlands?
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer 
hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer hunting 

on their farmlands.)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during 
hunting season? (How effective would this be in 

controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless 
permits during hunting season? (How effective 

would this be in controlling the deer population?)
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation 
permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer 

population?)
(Farmers)
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DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS (ZONE B) 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.   

• Among residents of Zone B, 2% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the 

past 5 years.  (There were not enough who had been involved in deer collision to show 

the results of the follow-up question about possible injury in the accident.)   

• Among Zone B farmers, 5% have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the 

past 5 years.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Zone B residents’ mean rating is 4.94; Zone B farmers’ 

mean rating is 3.78.   
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?
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Q101. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
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RESIDENTS:  THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH DEER AND OPINIONS ON DEER AND 
DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS (ZONE B) 
Participation in Outdoor Activities (Zone B) 

 Just under half of residents of Zone B had participated in gardening in Florida in the past 5 

years (49%), closely followed by wildlife viewing (45%) and hiking (44%).  Fishing is not 

far behind those (38%).  Rounding out the list of nature-based activities are camping (23%) 

and hunting (16%).  Meanwhile, 15% of residents had done none of these nature-based 

activities.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if residents had visited any park or public land in 

the past 5 years:  38% of Zone B residents had visited a county, city, or community park, 

36% had visited a State Park, and 22% had visited a National Park.  Meanwhile, 27% had not 

visited any such public lands.   

 

 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  16% of Zone B residents see deer around 

home frequently or sometimes; and 15% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes 

(rounding on the graph causes the apparent discrepancy in the latter sum).   
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Feelings About Deer and Concerns Related to Deer (Zone B) 
 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the responses 

ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home and 

do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around my 

home and regard them as a nuisance).  (There were two questions, both essentially the same:  

one asked those who had previously indicated seeing deer around their home how they feel 

about deer; the second asked those who did not see deer around their home about how they 

would feel about deer if they were around their home.)  The majority of Zone B residents fall 

in the acceptance side (70%, including 43% who respond with the highest acceptance level); 

nonetheless, 23% have little or no acceptance of deer.   

 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  

For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 

all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among Zone B residents, some of their greatest deer-related concerns pertain to the 

negative effects deer can have on humans (tick-borne diseases and accidents) rather than 

ecological concerns (the health of the habitat and the deer herd).  The top item and the 

third-ranked item, when ranked by the mean rating, are tick-borne diseases (mean rating 

of 5.17) and deer-vehicle accidents (4.94).  Nonetheless, in that top tier is the concern of 

the quality of deer habitat in Florida (4.99).  Also, just below those in the ranking is the 

health of the deer population (4.88).   

o Rounding out the list among residents are the ecological concern of deer impacts on 

habitat and other wildlife (2.69) and two human-related concerns:  deer damage to 

landscaping (0.73) and deer droppings in the yard (0.19).   
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Residence Damage (Zone B) 

 The overwhelming majority of Zone B residents (97%) have not had any damage to their 

property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer.  (There were not enough who had 

damage to show the results of the follow-up question about what was damaged.)   

 

Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your property, other than vehicle 
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were a nuisance on your property?
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Lyme Disease (Zone B) 
 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  2% of Zone B 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   
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Homeowners and Opinions on Hunting (Zone B) 

 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  82% of Zone B residents support 

hunting, but 14% oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer among Zone B residents.  There is much support for deer hunting 

as a management tool (73% support, while 22% oppose), very little support for 

professionals or sharpshooters (only 19% support, with a majority of 61% opposing this 

option), and a modicum of support for opening up to archery hunting areas that are 

usually closed to hunting (48% support, while 49% oppose).   

• Those Zone B residents who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural 

area were asked if they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable 

for hunting):  the majority say that their land is not suitable for hunting (80%); nearly all 

of the remainder say that they do not allow hunting (19%).  None say that they allow 

hunting on their property.   
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION (ZONE B) 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Just over half of Zone B residents (51%) have received such information, most 

commonly through the Commission website or through direct mail.   

• Half of Zone B hunters (50%) have received such information, most commonly through 

email or through direct mail.   

• More than a third of Zone B farmers (35%) have received such information, most 

commonly through the Commission website, in-person at a Commission office, direct 

mail, and/or through an in-person contact in the field.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (41%) among Zone B residents, followed by 

word-of-mouth (13%), and newspapers (10%).  Zone B farmers’ most popular sources of 

information are word-of-mouth (21%), the Internet (14%), and magazines (10%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about wildlife or deer:  21% of Zone B residents who use the Internet use 

social media, and 19% of Zone B farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  70% of Zone B residents who use the Internet and 82% of 

Zone B farmers who use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some 

time.   
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA (ZONE B) 
 Data shown are the results for Zone B.   
• Gender (all three surveys).   
• Age (all three surveys) (the General Population Survey included only those 18 years old 

and older; the Hunter Survey included only hunters 16 years old or older).   
• Ethnicity (all three surveys).   
• Education level (General Population Survey only).   
• Renting versus owning their house (all three surveys).   
• The character of the residential area in which they live (e.g., rural, suburban) (all three 

surveys).   
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RESULTS FOR ZONE C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, AND 9) 
 The map below shows Zone C, encompassing the central to northern part of the state, 

excepting the area around Tampa and the Panhandle.   

 

 
 

GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA (ZONE C) 
 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida (asked prior to 

most other questions in the survey so that the responses would not be influenced by the rest 

of the survey).  Additionally, each of the surveys included follow-up questions asking for the 

reasons that respondents are satisfied or dissatisfied, as shown in the graphs.   

• Among residents of Zone C, satisfaction (50%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (6%).   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they see too many deer, but the 

second-ranked reason is that they do not see enough deer.  Other reasons are a 

perception that the management of deer is poor or that they are against hunting.   



596 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9) 

• The majority of Zone C hunters (65%) are satisfied with deer management; however, 

25% are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they perceive the buck-doe ratio to 

not be good, that there are not enough deer, that they do not like some aspects of the 

regulations, and/or that the quality of deer is not good.   

• Among farmers in Zone C, satisfaction (58%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (13%).  Nearly 

a third (29%) are neutral or do not know.   

o Zone C farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are too 

many deer, because of crop damage, because they do not like some aspect of the 

hunting and/or depredation regulations, and/or because they feel the buck-doe ratio is 

not good.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often.  A majority of Zone C 

hunters are satisfied (62%), while 23% are dissatisfied.   
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q22. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

38 39 6 5 DMU 3 
76 

6 
12 

6 

32 33 15 9 DMU 4 
65 

6 
24 
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30 35 16 10 DMU 6 
64 

8 
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24 
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4 
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2 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q23. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU in Which 

Farm Located 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

36 29 11 1 DMU 3 
65 

10 
12 

14 

28 25 11 5 DMU 4 
53 

11 
15 

21 

22 33 11 4 DMU 6 
55 

19 
15 

12 

20 36 5 4 DMU 7 
56 

9 
9 

27 

32 35 5 2 DMU 8 
67 

16 
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10 

24 29 15 9 DMU 9 
53 

6 
24 

17 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q19. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
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Q23. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
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Q24. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
management overall in the State of Florida? (Asked 
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Q24. Why are you satisfied with deer management 
overall in the state of Florida? (Asked of those who 
are satisfied with deer management overall in the 

state of Florida.)
(Farmers)
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Q25. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
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Q171. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
Commission’s deer management in that area?
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE (ZONE C) 

 The survey of residents asked them if they think the deer population in their county of 

residence is too high, about right, or too low; the survey of farmers asked them if the deer 

population in the county where their farm is located is too high, about right, or too low.   

• Residents of Zone C most commonly think that the deer population is about right (43%).  

Otherwise, the percent who think it is too low (28%) exceeds the percent who think it is 

too high (8%).  (The remainder do not know.)   

• (No hunter results are shown; the crosstabulation that determined the hunter’s zone is 

based on the county in which hunter most often hunted, while the question is about the 

county of residence.)   

• Most commonly, Zone C farmers think the deer population in the county where their 

farm is located is about right (48%).  Otherwise, they too are more likely to think it is too 

low (26%) than to think it is too high (12%).   

o Farmers who do not live on their farm (or primary farm about which they answered 

the question discussed immediately above) were asked about the deer population 

where they live:  most commonly, they say the population is about right (43%); 

otherwise, the percent saying too low (26%) is exceeded by the percent saying too 

high (11%).   

 

 The survey of residents asked them whether they think that there are more deer, about the 

same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 years ago.  The 

most common answers other than “don’t know” (37%) are that there are fewer deer (25%) 

and that there are about the same amount of deer (also 25%) among residents of Zone C.  At 

the other end of the scale, 13% say that there are fewer deer.   
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 Results for Zone C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9) 

 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents of Zone C more often want to see the deer herd increased (26%) than see it 

decreased (3%).  The majority want the herd kept the same (57%).  The remainder do not 

know/have no opinion.   

• The majority of Zone C hunters (53%) want the deer herd increased, while only 5% want 

it decreased; in the middle, 36% want it kept the same.   

• The majority of farmers in Zone C (54%) want the deer herd kept the same.  Otherwise, 

23% want it increased, while 10% want it decreased.   
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 Results for Zone C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9) 

 
Q90. Where you live, would you say the deer population is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 

DMU 3 6 23 50 21
DMU 4 10 45 21 23
DMU 6 5 56 23 17
DMU 7 8 27 33 33
DMU 8 6 61 25 8
DMU 9 8 64 12 16
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 

Note:  The crosstabulation for Question 95 in the Hunter Survey was not shown because the data 
have no utility (the question concerns the county of residence and the crosstabulation is by the 
DMU in which the respondent most often hunted).   
 
Q96. Do you think the deer population where your farm/orchard/ranch is located is too high, 
about right, or too low? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 3 10 50 30 11
DMU 4 10 39 36 15
DMU 6 9 55 23 12
DMU 7 5 41 23 31
DMU 8 16 57 19 8
DMU 9 28 50 18 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q168. Do you think the deer population where you live is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Asked of those who do not live on their farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 3 9 44 28 19
DMU 4 9 50 35 6
DMU 6 10 48 27 14
DMU 7 0 37 16 47
DMU 8 35 38 11 15
DMU 9 12 12 47 30

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the 
same amount of deer, or fewer deer now compared 

to 5 years ago where you live?
(Residents)
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the same amount of deer, or fewer deer now 
compared to 5 years ago where you live? (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence More Deer About the Same 

Amount Fewer Deer 
Don't Know / 

Haven't Lived There 
5 Years 

DMU 3 3 24 37 37
DMU 4 11 26 25 38
DMU 6 31 24 25 20
DMU 7 14 23 20 43
DMU 8 12 21 24 43
DMU 9 24 41 18 17
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q94. How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission manage the deer 
herd over the next 5 years in the area where you live? Should the deer population be increased, 
decreased, or kept the same? (Residents) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU of Residence 
Substantially or Slightly 

Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

17 18 0 3 DMU 3 
34 

49 
3 

14 

8 11 5 0 DMU 4 
19 

60 
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16 

11 15 2 0 DMU 6 
27 

61 
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3 31 0 0 DMU 8 
34 
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12 

2 18 3 2 DMU 9 
19 
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5 

11 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q176. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd in 
general over the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most 
often hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased 
DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

20 31 1 0 DMU 3 
51 

44 
1 

4 

25 33 4 0 DMU 4 
58 

33 
5 

4 

24 27 4 0 DMU 6 
51 

37 
5 

7 
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31 
6 

6 

20 28 6 1 DMU 8 
48 
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7 

5 

14 33 5 3 DMU 9 
47 
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8 

6 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q170. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over the 
next 5 years in the area where your farm/orchard/ranch is located? (Farmers) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU in Which 
Farm Located 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / 
No Opinion 

9 13 4 4 DMU 3 
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6 

7 15 15 12 DMU 9 
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27 

6 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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HUNTER PREFERENCES (ZONE C) 
Sex Ratio (Zone C) 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Zone C hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in 

which they hunt deer most often:  55% are satisfied, but 41% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 70% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 25% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  69% of Zone C hunters want the number of bucks to be increased, 

while only 2% want a decrease (26% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  27% of Zone C hunters want an increase, while 30% want a decrease in 

the number of does (39% want the number kept the same—the most common response).   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  A large majority of these respondents (88%) would support more days to 

take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd (mostly strong support); only 10% 

would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters in Zone C who wanted the doe population increased were 

asked about having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and they are fairly evenly split:  

46% would support fewer days, and 43% would oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer 

in an effort to increase the deer population.   
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Q168. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
number of bucks in the area in which you hunt deer 

most often?
(Hunters)
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Q170. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
number of does in that area?

(Hunters)
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Q177. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage bucks over the next 5 

years?
(Hunters)
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Q178. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage does over the next 5 

years?
(Hunters)
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Q177/178. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage bucks/does over 
the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted 
deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
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DMU 3 36 12 26 15 62 27 33 44 2 18 0 8 3 27 2 2 
DMU 4 40 14 32 18 71 32 26 41 0 17 0 6 0 23 3 4 
DMU 6 42 10 30 15 72 25 22 39 2 20 0 11 2 31 4 5 
DMU 7 38 11 33 16 70 28 24 33 2 22 0 12 2 35 3 4 
DMU 8 36 10 26 14 62 24 32 40 2 27 1 7 3 34 3 3 
DMU 9 32 12 35 14 67 26 28 42 2 18 1 12 4 30 2 1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to 
take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the deer 
population? (Asked of those who would like to see 

the deer population in the place they most hunt 
decreased in the next 5 years.)
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt decreased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU Most 

Often Hunted Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

67 33 0 0 DMU 3 100 0 0 0 

67 8 17 0 DMU 4 75 8 17 0 

57 29 0 14 DMU 6 86 0 14 0 

83 8 0 8 DMU 7 92 0 8 0 

65 30 5 0 DMU 8 95 0 5 0 

87 13 0 0 
DMU 9 100 0 0 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt increased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU Most 

Often Hunted Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

23 23 20 23 DMU 3 45 10 42 3 

29 20 17 26 DMU 4 49 8 42 1 

24 24 11 29 DMU 6 48 8 40 5 

15 26 15 30 DMU 7 41 11 45 3 

21 21 19 30 DMU 8 42 4 49 4 

23 23 15 29 DMU 9 46 5 44 4 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Large-Antlered Bucks and Antler Regulations (Zone C) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  Among Zone C hunters, the most common perception is 

a decline:  17% say that there are more, and 32% say that there are about the same, but 37% 

(the most common answer) say that there are fewer (the remainder do not know).   

 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  Among Zone C hunters, there is more dissatisfaction than 

satisfaction:  57% are dissatisfied, compared to 38% who are satisfied.   

 

 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 

bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 

which they favor:  29% of Zone C hunters favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (60%) 

favor voluntary actions (the remainder did not choose either of these or did not know).   

 

 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of Zone C 

hunters (70%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-

bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; 

however, 25% oppose.   
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Q175. What about large-antlered deer? (Would you 
say that there are more, about the same amount, or 

fewer now compared to 5 years ago?) (Asked 
regarding the area in which they most often hunted 

deer.)
(Hunters)
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Q175. Would you say that there are more large-antlered deer, about the same amount, or fewer 
now compared to 5 years ago? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted deer.) 
(Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted 

More Large-
Antlered Deer 

About the Same 
Amount 

Fewer Large-
Antlered Deer 

Don’t Know / 
Haven’t Hunted 
There 5 Years 

DMU 3 24 36 27 12
DMU 4 19 30 35 17
DMU 6 15 32 40 13
DMU 7 14 32 44 11
DMU 8 19 33 33 15
DMU 9 18 34 38 10
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q169. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
number of large-antlered bucks in that area?

(Hunters)
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Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of 
larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to 

reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this 
can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor?

(Hunters)

 
 
Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of larger-bodied and larger-antlered 
bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this can be done 
through mandatory regulations set by the Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor? (Hunters) 

Percent 

DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Mandatory 
Regulations 
Set by the 

Commission 

Voluntary 
Actions of 

Hunters and 
Landowners 

Neither of 
These Two 
Methods 

Do Not Favor 
Increasing the 

Number of 
Large-Bodied 

and Large-
Antlered 
Bucks 

Don't Know 

DMU 3 28 63 2 2 5
DMU 4 28 63 3 1 5
DMU 6 32 57 5 3 3
DMU 7 32 55 6 4 4
DMU 8 26 64 3 5 3
DMU 9 27 66 1 2 4

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point 
regulations designed to increase the number of 

larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available 
for harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)
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* Rounding on graph 
causes apparent 
discrepancy in sum.
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of 
larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area you hunt most 
frequently? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know

43 21 9 19 
DMU 3 

64 
6 

28 
2 

43 30 12 11 
DMU 4 

72 
3 

23 
2 

46 23 11 15 
DMU 6 

69 
4 

26 
1 

49 23 10 12 
DMU 7 

72 
5 

22 
1 

41 26 12 16 
DMU 8 

67 
3 

28 
1 

47 24 8 14 
DMU 9 

70 
6 

22 
1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Opinions on Hunting Seasons (Zone C) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  81% of Zone C hunters are satisfied with the structure of the various deer 

seasons, such as the start and end dates, in their hunt area, while only 16% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  Among Zone C hunters, for three of the four seasons—archery 

season, muzzleloader season, and general gun season—the most common response is that the 

season is about the right length.  However, for antlerless season, hunters most commonly 

think it is too short.  In all instances, a low percent said the season was too long.   
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Q173. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
structure of the various deer seasons, such as the 
start and end dates, in the place in which you hunt 

deer most often?
(Hunters)
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Q211. What about archery season? (Is it too long, 
about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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Q212. What about muzzleloader season? (Is it too 
long, about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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Q213. What about general gun season? (Is it too 
long, about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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9
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Q214. What about antlerless season? (Is it too long, 
about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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Bag Limits (Zone C) 
 Two series of questions asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.  

The sample was evenly split, with half getting the first series and the other half getting the 

second series.  The first series asked about a limit of 1 buck, then 2 bucks, and so on up to 5 

bucks.  The second series worked backwards, asking about a limit of 5 bucks, then 4 bucks, 

and so on down to 1 buck.  By splitting the sample and having one work up and the other 

work down in the questioning, order bias was reduced.  The results were then combined.   

• For all limits over 1 deer, responses among Zone C hunters were quite similar, with 

support ranging from 42% to 49% of the sample (the most support, at 49%, being for a 

limit of 5 bucks).  However, a limit of 1 buck has only 18% support.   
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Q220-Q229.  Support or opposition to various 
statewide buck bag limits.

(Hunters)
(Zone C)
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Access (Zone C) 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  74% of 

Zone C hunters are satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 18% are 
dissatisfied.   

 

Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting 
access in that area?

(Hunters)
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Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting access in that area? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted Very or Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

34 28 14 9 DMU 3 62 6 23 8 

41 31 12 8 DMU 4 72 5 19 3 

40 39 9 7 DMU 6 79 3 16 3 

45 30 11 7 DMU 7 75 5 18 3 

40 30 11 10 DMU 8 70 5 21 4 

41 34 6 6 DMU 9 75 7 12 6 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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FLORIDA DEER HUNTING (ZONE C) 
Hunting Participation (Zone C) 

 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 87% of hunters whose primary deer hunting area is in Zone C indicated that they 

hunted deer in Florida in the past year.   

 

 A graph shows the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida among Zone C 

hunters.  Just under a quarter of them (22%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 

years.  The mean number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 20.99 years among 

these Zone C hunters.   

 

 A graph shows the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters hunted 

deer in Florida, among Zone C hunters.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in 

Florida is 22.57 days among these hunters.   

 

 For deer hunting, 91% of Zone C deer hunters use modern firearms, 60% use archery 

equipment, 56% use muzzleloaders, and 21% use crossbows.   

 

 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (95% of Zone C hunters did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 

25% used dogs.  Note that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year?
(Hunters)
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Yes No 

DMU 3 84 15
DMU 4 86 14
DMU 6 88 12
DMU 7 87 13
DMU 8 87 13
DMU 9 90 10
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in 
Florida?
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in Florida? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) Years 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
1 year 11 7 11 15 11 10
2 years 4 7 8 8 9 9
3 years 8 4 8 7 7 6
4 years 11 9 10 9 9 13
5 years 5 12 9 8 6 7
6-10 years 13 9 15 10 9 10
11-15 years 11 8 10 8 9 10
16-20 years 13 12 9 16 14 12
21-25 years 8 5 4 2 8 4
26-30 years 2 6 3 2 4 1
31-35 years 4 6 4 6 5 7
36-40 years 5 5 4 3 5 6
More than 40 years 5 7 3 2 2 3
Don't know 1 3 2 3 1 2
Mean 19.96 18.45 22.57 22.90 20.77 21.26
Median 20 15 20 20 18 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida 
(last year / the last year you hunted)?

(Hunters)
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida (last year / the last year you hunted)? (Hunters)
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) Days 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
1-10 days 40 37 31 28 29 33
11-20 days 25 22 22 22 24 20
21-30 days 21 19 21 24 17 27
31-40 days 3 6 8 7 9 6
More than 40 days 7 6 10 6 14 9
Don't know 5 10 9 12 7 6
Mean 21.24 19.20 24.32 20.95 26.54 22.23
Median 15 15 20 20 20 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt 
deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 

that you used.
(Hunters)
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please 
name all that you used. (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted 

Archery Crossbow Muzzleloaders Modern 
Firearms 

DMU 3 55 19 46 92
DMU 4 63 21 56 88
DMU 6 59 23 58 92
DMU 7 65 16 55 91
DMU 8 57 22 56 94
DMU 9 47 18 53 95

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 
5 years? Have you...?

(Hunters)
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 5 years? Have you...? (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted Gone Still Hunting 

for Deer 
Used Dogs to Hunt 

Deer Neither of These 

DMU 3 97 9 2
DMU 4 95 20 3
DMU 6 95 37 2
DMU 7 97 23 0
DMU 8 95 21 1
DMU 9 97 18 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because respondents may have done both types of hunting.   
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Hunting Locations (Zone C) 

 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• Among Zone C hunters the median distance from home that they travel (one-way) to hunt 

deer in their typical hunting location is 25 miles.   

• Private land is used more often than public land in Florida for hunting among Zone C 

hunters:  51% use private land mostly, and 67% use it at least half the time.  On the other 

hand, public land is used mostly by 33% and used at least half the time by 49%.   

o Those Zone C hunters who used private land mostly or at least half the time were 

asked if they ever pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  45% do so some of the 

time.  The median amount paid is $1,000; the median amount of land to which the fee 

gave access is 3,000 acres in Zone C.  The median distance that these hunters travel to 

that land (one-way) is 30 miles.   

• Half of Zone C hunters (50%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 years, 

including 29% who did so in the past year.   
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical 
place in Florida to hunt deer?

(Hunters)
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical place in Florida to hunt deer? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted Miles (Percent) 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
Less than 1 mile 4 1 5 7 9 10
1-5 miles 8 8 13 14 13 16
6-10 miles 13 8 7 11 15 13
11-15 miles 9 8 8 11 11 8
16-20 miles 8 8 8 6 11 8
21-30 miles 13 13 12 15 7 7
31-40 miles 6 7 5 7 7 1
41-50 miles 7 8 8 8 4 3
51-100 miles 21 17 14 11 7 8
100-200 miles 8 17 13 9 7 14
More than 200 miles 2 3 5 1 8 11
Don't know 1 3 3 2 2 2
Mean 49.44 64.14 59.35 39.91 59.73 74.47
Median 30 35 30 22 19 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, 
mostly on public land, or about equally on both?

(Hunters)
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, mostly on public land, or about equally on 
both? (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted Mostly Private 

Land 
About Equally 

on Both 
Mostly Public 

Land Don't Know 

DMU 3 77 8 14 0
DMU 4 38 22 40 0
DMU 6 53 18 29 0
DMU 7 29 15 55 1
DMU 8 69 12 18 0
DMU 9 80 10 10 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on 
private land in Florida? (Asked of those who hunt 

mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private 
and public about equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida? (Asked of those who 
hunt mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private and public about equally.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 15 85 0
DMU 4 43 56 1
DMU 6 53 47 0
DMU 7 38 62 0
DMU 8 52 48 0
DMU 9 32 68 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for 
access to private land? (Asked of those who pay a 

fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access 
to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer on 

private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that 
land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)

(Hunters)
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Q236. Did you hunt deer out of state in the past 
year?

(Hunters)
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Motivations for Deer Hunting (Zone C) 
 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

Among Zone C hunters, the social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or 

friends, or to just see deer) are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of 

the ranking are to harvest more than one deer and to harvest a deer).   
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, the mean rating of 
importance of each of the following as a reason 

respondents go deer hunting.
(Hunters)
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, those who rated the 

importance of each of the following as a reason 
respondents go deer hunting as a 9 or 10.
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DEER MANAGEMENT AND FARMING IN FLORIDA (ZONE C) 
Farming Demographics (Zone C) 

 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey among Zone C farmers:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 473.88 acres in Zone C.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 31.88 years among Zone C farmers.   

• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  80% of Zone C farmers live on their 

primary farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Hay, 

oranges, and corn are the top produce/fruit grown in Zone C.  Beef cattle are the top 

livestock in Zone C.  Finally, 13% of farmers in Zone C grow ornamental shrubs, sod, 

trees, and other landscaping plants.   
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, 
including all lands associated with it?
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, including all lands associated with it? 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) Acres DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
5 acres or less 5 15 3 13 3 4
6-10 acres 6 16 6 18 8 0
11-15 acres 3 6 7 7 3 5
16-20 acres 10 11 4 6 11 3
21-30 acres 6 5 8 8 5 8
31-40 acres 11 5 4 8 8 5
41-50 acres 8 2 5 4 2 3
51-100 acres 10 12 23 7 17 16
101-200 acres 13 6 10 9 15 20
201-300 acres 5 4 4 4 6 10
301-400 acres 1 0 6 4 3 3
401-500 acres 4 0 2 3 3 2
501-1,000 acres 5 4 7 4 13 16
More than 1,000 
acres 10 11 7 5 3 5

Don't know 4 3 3 0 1 1
Mean 670.48 702.60 362.84 289.18 258.50 361.25
Median 87.5 29 80 40 100 128.5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida?
(Farmers)
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) Years DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 

5 years or less 4 10 9 5 5 3
6-10 years 10 12 13 16 5 10
11-15 years 8 15 11 11 8 7
16-20 years 13 8 5 12 11 7
21-25 years 4 2 4 4 10 6
26-30 years 14 12 8 7 12 7
31-35 years 9 5 4 8 4 5
36-40 years 11 10 7 11 12 11
41-50 years 11 13 14 11 10 11
51-60 years 5 4 12 6 3 5
61-70 years 4 3 7 2 9 11
More than 70 years 6 2 4 4 8 5
Don't know 1 4 3 3 3 13
Mean 34.08 27.84 32.29 29.77 35.73 37.96
Median 30 25 30 30 30 40

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch?
(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 72 28 0
DMU 4 68 32 0
DMU 6 86 14 0
DMU 7 81 19 0
DMU 8 86 14 0
DMU 9 94 5 1
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include 
hay, as well.
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include hay, as well. (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 

(Multiple Responses Allowed) Crops 
DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 

None; do not grow any crops 28 36 30 27 16 21
Hay 20 14 33 26 37 37
Corn 3 3 12 9 27 29
Oranges 32 22 5 10 3 0
Other vegetables 8 12 5 7 15 13
Peanuts 0 2 19 11 9 20
Other fruit trees 6 4 5 2 1 0
Strawberries, other berries 15 3 3 9 6 2
Melons 4 5 9 4 2 4
Soybeans 3 1 1 1 9 12
Cotton 0 1 1 0 1 3
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 4 7 2 5 3 0
Grain 1 8 2 1 3 9
Trees 0 0 5 7 5 3
Wheat 1 0 3 1 5 3
Nut trees 2 1 2 4 3 3
Sugar cane 0 1 0 0 0 1
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 0 1 1 0 4 0
Tobacco 2 0 1 0 1 1
Pumpkins, gourds 0 1 1 1 0 0
Other 2 4 0 3 0 0
Don't know 1 2 2 0 2 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have 
for commercial purposes?

(Farmers)
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have for commercial purposes? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Livestock / Poultry 
DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 

None; do not have any livestock or 
poultry 38 33 34 40 37 33

Beef cattle 52 36 49 37 49 51
Dairy cattle 2 4 3 2 3 4
Hogs 2 4 2 1 3 2
Sheep 1 1 1 2 1 1
Goats 2 2 1 2 5 2
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, or 
donkeys 4 25 15 20 8 12

Chickens (layers) 2 8 5 4 4 3
Chickens (broilers) 0 1 1 3 1 4
Turkeys 0 1 1 0 0 1
Ducks 0 1 0 0 0 0
Other 0 3 1 1 0 2
Don't know 2 0 1 0 1 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, 
ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or Christmas 

trees?
(Farmers)
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or 
Christmas trees? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 12 87 1
DMU 4 15 85 0
DMU 6 12 87 1
DMU 7 17 83 0
DMU 8 14 86 0
DMU 9 4 96 0
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Farmers’ Concerns Related to Deer (Zone C) 
 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among farmers in Zone C in Florida, ecological concerns are important, being the first- 

and third-ranked items:  the quality of deer habitat in Florida (mean rating of 5.09) and 

the health of the deer population (4.24).  However, the second-ranked item, just below the 

top, is a human concern:  deer-vehicle accidents (mean of 4.96).  Rounding out the top 

tier is another human concern:  tick-borne diseases (4.19).   

o The final three items have markedly lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other 

wildlife (2.53), deer damage to landscaping and yard (1.96), and deer droppings in the 

yard (0.59).   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Farmers)
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Q182-200. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is 
not at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Farmers) 

Mean 

DMU in 
Which Farm 
Located 

Q182. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q185. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources 
for the size 
of the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q188. Deer-
vehicle 
accidents in 
Florida 
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Q194. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in your yard

Q197. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q200. Deer 
droppings 
in your yard

DMU 3 3.26 3.92 4.09 4.60 1.63 2.28 0.51 
DMU 4 3.68 4.12 4.00 5.22 1.98 2.33 0.58 
DMU 6 5.00 4.17 5.72 4.77 1.87 2.06 0.68 
DMU 7 4.37 3.79 5.48 5.57 1.43 2.68 0.56 
DMU 8 4.55 4.44 5.00 4.54 2.06 2.72 0.78 
DMU 9 3.72 5.40 5.68 4.10 2.32 2.85 0.50 
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Farm Damage (Zone C) 
 Farmers in Zone C were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  

19% indicated that they had incurred deer damage.   

• The crops or other things most commonly damaged are vegetable crops, peanuts, 

landscaping plants/ornamentals, corn, oranges, and melons (all with at least 10% of the 

Zone C farmers who experienced damage and received this question).   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  6% of Zone C farmers 

indicated that they had done so.   

 

 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  29% of Zone C farmers had used fencing, while 14% had used 

scare tactics or repellents and 5% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Zone C farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to 

accept in return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 11.03 percent; 

the median is 5 percent.  A quarter of Zone C farmers (25%) say that they are not willing to 

accept any loss.   

 

 Farmers in Zone C were asked if they personally hunt deer:  29% do so.  They were then 

asked if they hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  60% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  29% of Zone C farmers allow hunting on at least 

some of their farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (7% of these farmers indicate that they do), as well as the amount 

of the lease and the acreage involved, as shown in the graphs.  The median amount of 

the leases is $400; the median amount of land involved in the leases is 300 acres.   
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 Farmers in Zone C were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options 

for controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  49% of Zone C farmers think it would 

be very or somewhat effective, with 25% saying very effective; meanwhile, 26% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  54% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 27% saying very effective; meanwhile, 23% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  65% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 33% saying very effective; meanwhile, 18% 

say it would be not at all effective.  Of the three, this is perceived to be the most effective.   
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer?

(Farmers)
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer? 
(Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 3 25 75
DMU 4 14 86
DMU 6 18 82
DMU 7 10 90
DMU 8 23 77
DMU 9 31 69
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the 
deer? (Asked of those who experienced damage to 

their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 
years.)

(Farmers)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the deer? (Asked of those who experienced 
damage to their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 years.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses Allowed) Crops / Things Damaged 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
Other vegetables 15 17 20 18 36 37
Peanuts 0 5 25 0 22 24
Corn 8 0 20 0 16 16
Soybeans 11 0 0 14 0 27
Oranges 42 12 0 0 0 2
Other fruit trees 14 2 9 0 0 5
Cotton 0 16 0 0 0 0
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 6 36 10 18 5 0
Melons 6 17 22 5 7 3
Strawberries, other berries 4 0 7 24 2 3
Hay 0 0 5 0 10 3
Nut trees 0 5 0 10 6 3
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 0 0 3 0 19 7
Grain 0 0 0 0 4 10
Fencing was damaged 0 0 0 0 7 3
Wheat 0 0 0 8 0 0
Trees 6 0 9 0 4 0
Sugar cane 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tobacco 8 0 0 0 0 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0 4 0 0 0
Other 9 11 0 0 0 0
Don't know 3 0 0 14 1 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer depredation tags in the past 5 years? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 8 92 0
DMU 4 3 97 1
DMU 6 9 90 1
DMU 7 1 96 3
DMU 8 11 89 0
DMU 9 11 87 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following 
non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 

within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife 
damage to your property. What about...?

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 
within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife damage to your property. (Farmers) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU in Which Farm 
Located Fencing Scare Tactics 

or Repellents
Habitat 

Modification 
None of 
These Don't Know 

DMU 3 29 16 2 60 1
DMU 4 30 13 6 60 0
DMU 6 32 13 3 60 2
DMU 7 29 11 9 65 0
DMU 8 29 15 4 61 1
DMU 9 25 12 4 69 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage 
would you say you are willing to accept in return 

for knowing deer would be around your area? 
Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 

value of all crop products combined.
(Farmers)
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage would you say you are willing to accept in return 
for knowing deer would be around your area? Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 
value of all crop products combined. (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) Percent DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
1%-5% 22 20 15 17 23 20
6%-10% 17 13 15 20 12 19
11%-20% 8 11 6 8 9 10
21%-30% 2 6 7 5 3 2
More than 30% 7 6 4 3 7 3
Not willing to accept any loss 27 19 32 28 24 22
Don't know 17 24 21 19 22 23
Mean 9.59 11.77 9.42 9.49 10.85 8.16
Median 5 5 5 5 5 5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than 
under depredation deer permits)?

(Farmers)
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than under depredation deer permits)? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which 

Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 3 24 76
DMU 4 23 77
DMU 6 30 70
DMU 7 22 78
DMU 8 43 57
DMU 9 40 60
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? 
(Asked of those who hunt deer other than the 

shooting of depredation deer.)
(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm 

Located Yes No 
DMU 3 53 47
DMU 4 58 42
DMU 6 59 41
DMU 7 39 61
DMU 8 69 31
DMU 9 74 26
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your 
farmlands?
(Farmers)
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 28 71 1
DMU 4 27 73 0
DMU 6 35 65 0
DMU 7 16 84 0
DMU 8 37 63 0
DMU 9 44 56 0
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer 
hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer hunting 

on their farmlands.)
(Farmers)
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer 
hunting on their farmlands.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 6 94 0
DMU 4 19 81 0
DMU 6 2 98 0
DMU 7 3 97 0
DMU 8 2 98 0
DMU 9 5 93 2
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Q224. Approximately how much do you charge for 
the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease any 

farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)
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Q228. Approximately how many acres are provided 
in the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease 

any farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during 
hunting season? (How effective would this be in 

controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during hunting season? (How effective would this 
be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat EffectiveDMU in Which Farm 

Located Very or Somewhat Effective Not at All Effective Don't Know
26 25 DMU 3 52 19 29 

26 21 DMU 4 46 25 29 

26 19 DMU 6 45 27 28 

16 27 DMU 7 42 25 33 

28 23 DMU 8 51 34 15 

36 28 DMU 9 64 19 17 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless 
permits during hunting season? (How effective 

would this be in controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season? (How effective 
would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat 

Effective 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 
Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

28 26 DMU 3 54 24 21 

25 24 DMU 4 49 28 23 

22 25 DMU 6 47 21 31 

25 26 DMU 7 51 19 29 

28 30 DMU 8 58 26 16 

34 35 DMU 9 68 17 15 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation 
permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer 

population?)
(Farmers)
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat 

Effective 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 
Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

34 33 DMU 3 67 18 15 

33 25 DMU 4 58 26 16 

38 29 DMU 6 67 16 17 

33 31 DMU 7 65 14 21 

33 36 DMU 8 69 18 14 

27 43 DMU 9 70 14 16 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS (ZONE C) 

 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.   

• Among residents of Zone C, 3% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the 

past 5 years.  None of those involved in an accident indicated that somebody was injured 

in the accident.   

• Among Zone C farmers, 10% have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the 

past 5 years.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Zone C residents’ mean rating is 5.40; Zone C farmers’ 

mean rating is 4.96 (both very near the midpoint of 5.0).   
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 1 99 0
DMU 4 5 95 0
DMU 6 3 97 0
DMU 7 1 98 1
DMU 8 1 99 0
DMU 9 4 96 0
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Q130. Were you or anyone else in your vehicle 
injured? (Asked of those who have been involved 
in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the 

past 5 years.)
(Residents)
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located Yes, as a 

Driver 
Yes, as a 

Passenger 
Yes, Both as a 
Driver and a 
Passenger 

No, Not 
Involved in 
Collision 

Don't Know 

DMU 3 5 1 0 94 1
DMU 4 8 1 1 90 0
DMU 6 15 2 1 83 0
DMU 7 6 0 0 94 0
DMU 8 7 2 0 91 0
DMU 9 18 2 0 80 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q101. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Residents)
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Q188. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Farmers)
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RESIDENTS:  THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH DEER AND OPINIONS ON DEER AND 
DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS (ZONE C) 
Participation in Outdoor Activities (Zone C) 

 The majority of residents of Zone C had participated in gardening in Florida in the past 5 

years (60%).  A second tier of activities includes wildlife viewing (48%) and fishing (48%).  

Rounding out the list of nature-based activities are hiking (36%), camping (34%), and 

hunting (14%).  Meanwhile, 10% of residents had done none of these nature-based activities.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if residents had visited any park or public land in 

the past 5 years:  48% of Zone C residents had visited a State Park, 27% had visited a 

National Park, 26% had visited a county, city, or community park, and 12% had visited a 

National Forest.  Meanwhile, 22% had not visited any such public lands.   

 

 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  26% of Zone C residents see deer around 

home frequently or sometimes; and 21% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes.   
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor 
activities in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor activities in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU of 
Residence Gardening Wildlife 

Viewing Fishing Hiking Camping Hunting None of 
These 

DMU 3 61 41 47 44 31 17 9
DMU 4 56 42 43 29 30 11 17
DMU 6 78 39 67 24 21 11 6
DMU 7 64 52 45 43 47 18 8
DMU 8 61 70 47 36 33 10 5
DMU 9 48 40 65 55 45 35 9

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or 
other such lands in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or other such lands in Florida in the past 5 
years? (Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 

DMU of 
Residence 
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DMU 3 22 65 36 30 2 16 3 2 0 9
DMU 4 27 46 22 33 3 5 5 9 0 2
DMU 6 13 33 41 22 24 29 24 24 0 2
DMU 7 15 51 26 17 10 17 8 4 0 3
DMU 8 25 36 21 26 7 7 6 5 0 6
DMU 9 13 51 12 26 6 33 11 3 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around 
your house or in your neighborhood?

(Residents)

20

12

14

55

0 20 40 60 80 100

Frequently

Sometimes

Rarely

Never

Percent

Lives in Zone C (n=622)

 
 
Q92. How often would you say you see deer around your house or in your neighborhood? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Don't Know 

DMU 3 6 5 19 70 0
DMU 4 16 12 20 52 0
DMU 6 10 32 18 41 0
DMU 7 23 7 17 54 0
DMU 8 10 14 23 53 0
DMU 9 26 9 14 50 0
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on 
your commute to work?

(Residents)
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on your commute to work? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of 
Residence Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Does not 

Commute Don't Know

DMU 3 2 2 18 60 18 0
DMU 4 19 4 17 43 17 0
DMU 6 9 14 8 56 12 0
DMU 7 19 12 12 47 10 0
DMU 8 12 7 34 25 21 0
DMU 9 20 11 13 50 5 1

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Feelings About Deer and Concerns Related to Deer (Zone C) 
 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the responses 

ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home and 

do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around my 

home and regard them as a nuisance).  (There were two questions, both essentially the same:  

one asked those who had previously indicated seeing deer around their home how they feel 

about deer; the second asked those who did not see deer around their home about how they 

would feel about deer if they were around their home.)  The majority of Zone C residents fall 

in the acceptance side (71%, including 54% who respond with the highest acceptance level); 

nonetheless, 25% have little or no acceptance of deer (rounding on the graph causes the 

apparent discrepancy in sum).   

 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  

For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 

all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among Zone C residents, some of their greatest deer-related concerns pertain to the 

health of the habitat and the deer herd (broadly speaking, ecological concerns) rather than 

the negative effects deer can have on humans.  The top item and the third-ranked item, 

when ranked by the mean rating, are the quality of deer habitat in Florida (mean rating of 

5.61) and the health of the deer population (5.28).  Nonetheless, in that top tier is the 

concern of deer-vehicle accidents (5.40).  Also, just below the midpoint in the mean 

rating is tick-borne diseases (4.88).   

o Rounding out the list among residents are the ecological concern of deer impacts on 

habitat and other wildlife (2.99) and two human-related concerns:  deer damage to 

landscaping (1.22) and deer droppings in the yard (0.54).   
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes 
your feelings about deer?
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes your feelings about deer? (Residents) 

Percent 

DMU of 
Residence 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home and 
(would not/do 
not) worry 
about any 
problems 
they can 
cause 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home, but 
I (would) 
worry about 
the problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
sometimes 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home but 
more often 
(would) worry 
about the 
problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
never enjoy 
having deer 
around my 
home and 
(would) 
regard them 
as a nuisance

None of these Don't know 

DMU 3 59 12 10 15 1 4
DMU 4 51 25 14 8 1 1
DMU 6 71 10 13 3 3 0
DMU 7 53 10 16 17 2 1
DMU 8 49 20 19 3 9 0
DMU 9 46 14 12 24 0 3

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Residents)
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Q97-109. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not 
at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Residents) 

Mean 

DMU of 
Residence 

Q97. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q99. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources for 
the size of 
the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q101. 
Deer-
vehicle 
accidents 
in Florida 

Q103. The 
quality of 
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Q105. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in yard 

Q107. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q109. Deer 
droppings 
in yard 

DMU 3 5.41 6.50 5.11 5.68 0.76 3.64 0.23 
DMU 4 4.72 4.54 5.39 5.56 1.36 2.80 0.50 
DMU 6 5.40 5.85 6.16 6.50 0.39 1.75 0.07 
DMU 7 5.00 5.39 5.46 5.41 1.95 3.79 1.52 
DMU 8 4.37 5.58 5.20 5.57 0.93 2.97 0.23 
DMU 9 4.77 4.21 5.78 5.08 1.60 1.63 0.25 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 699 
Results for Zone C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9) 
 
Residence Damage (Zone C) 

 The overwhelming majority of Zone C residents (99%) have not had any damage to their 

property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer.  Those who did have damage most 

often incurred damage to their garden or landscaping from deer.   

 

Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your property, other than vehicle 

accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer 
were a nuisance on your property?

(Residents)
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Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your property, other than vehicle 
accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer were a nuisance on your property? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 0 100 0
DMU 4 2 98 0
DMU 6 2 98 0
DMU 7 1 98 1
DMU 8 0 100 0
DMU 9 7 93 0
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Q127. What was damaged or what was the 
nuisance caused by deer? (Asked of those who 

have incurred damage to their property, other than 
vehicle accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that 

deer were a nuisance on their property.)
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Lyme Disease (Zone C) 

 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  3% of Zone C 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   

 

Q131. Have you or any family member been 
diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q131. Have you or any family member been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Refused 

DMU 3 7 93 0
DMU 4 3 97 0
DMU 6 2 98 0
DMU 7 2 98 1
DMU 8 0 100 0
DMU 9 5 95 0
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Homeowners and Opinions on Hunting (Zone C) 
 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  78% of Zone C residents support 

hunting, but 18% oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer among Zone C residents.  There is much support for deer hunting 

as a management tool (71% support, while 22% oppose), but not much support for the 

other options:  professionals or sharpshooters (only 30% support, with a majority of 59% 

opposing this option) and opening up to archery hunting areas that are usually closed to 

hunting (40% support, while 51% oppose).   

• Those Zone C residents who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural 

area were asked if they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable 

for hunting):  17% say that they allow hunting on their property, 16% say that they do not 

allow hunting on what is presumed to be land otherwise suitable for hunting, and 67% 

say that their property is not suitable for hunting.   
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated 
hunting in general?

(Residents)
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't 
Know 

33 44 4 17 DMU 3 77 2 21 0 

31 46 8 9 DMU 4 77 5 17 1 

34 48 0 12 DMU 6 81 5 12 2 

27 52 8 8 DMU 7 80 3 16 1 

54 27 1 17 DMU 8 81 1 18 0 

51 18 20 6 DMU 9 69 5 26 0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer 

hunting as a deer management tool?
(Residents)
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Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas 
to archery hunting, including suburban areas in 
which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer 

management tool?
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer hunting as a deer management tool? (Residents)
Percent 

Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

39 35 1 19 DMU 3 
73 

7 
20 

0 

35 35 12 11 DMU 4 
70 

7 
23 

1 

30 26 2 36 DMU 6 
57 

1 
39 

4 

23 44 6 12 DMU 7 
67 

13 
18 

2 

67 27 1 19 DMU 8 
93 

2 
20 

3 

70 18 3 6 DMU 9 
88 

2 
9 

1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of professionals or sharpshooters as a deer 
management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

5 32 15 42 DMU 3 
37 

2 
57 

4 

5 24 24 31 DMU 4 
29 

14 
55 

2 

2 10 16 62 DMU 6 
13 

3 
79 

5 

9 22 27 33 DMU 7 
31 

5 
60 

4 

13 22 8 49 DMU 8 
35 

3 
58 

4 

17 8 9 42 DMU 9 
25 

22 
51 

2 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas to archery hunting, including suburban areas 
in which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

14 22 22 23 DMU 3 
36 

5 
45 

14 

18 21 22 27 DMU 4 
40 

9 
49 

3 

16 23 9 49 DMU 6 
39 

2 
57 

2 

17 22 17 40 DMU 7 
39 

1 
57 

3 

18 27 6 43 DMU 8 
46 

0 
49 

6 

33 5 10 48 DMU 9 
39 

2 
58 

1 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is 
your property not suitable for hunting? (Asked of 

those who live in a rural area and who did not 
previously indicate opposing hunting.)

(Residents)

17

16

67

0 20 40 60 80 100

Yes

No, don't allow it

Property not
suitable for

hunting

Percent

Lives in Zone C (n=220)

 
 

Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is your property not suitable for hunting? 
(Asked of those who live in a rural area and who did not previously indicate opposing hunting.) 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of 
Residence Yes No, Don't Allow It Property Not Suitable for 

Hunting 
DMU 3 5 10 85
DMU 4 11 6 83
DMU 6 29 10 61
DMU 7 27 27 46
DMU 8 6 32 63
DMU 9 31 10 58
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION (ZONE C) 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Over a third of Zone C residents (39%) have received such information, most commonly 

through the Commission website, direct mail, or email.   

• Nearly half of Zone C hunters (45%) have received such information, most commonly 

through email or through direct mail.   

• More than a third of Zone C farmers (34%) have received such information, most 

commonly through direct mail, through an in-person contact in the field, or the 

Commission website.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (50%) among Zone C residents, distantly 

followed by word-of-mouth (13%), newspapers (12%), and television (12%).  Zone C 

farmers’ most popular sources of information are word-of-mouth (24%), magazines 

(13%), and the Internet (12%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about wildlife or deer:  25% of Zone C residents who use the Internet use 

social media, and 13% of Zone C farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  52% of Zone C residents who use the Internet and 85% of 

Zone C farmers who use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some 

time.   
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Q139. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 63 37 0
DMU 4 26 74 0
DMU 6 53 47 0
DMU 7 30 70 1
DMU 8 37 63 0
DMU 9 62 36 2

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q230. Have you ever received information about anything deer-related directly from the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 40 58 2
DMU 4 49 50 2
DMU 6 46 52 2
DMU 7 40 57 2
DMU 8 42 54 4
DMU 9 42 55 3

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q238. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 30 69 1
DMU 4 34 65 1
DMU 6 28 71 1
DMU 7 36 61 3
DMU 8 41 56 3
DMU 9 26 72 2
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Q142. How did you get the information? (Asked of 
those who have obtained or received information 
directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission or that they think originated with the 
Commission.)

(Residents)

1

3

4

5

5

16

32

39

6

0 20 40 60 80 100

Commission website

Direct mail

Email

In-person at public meeting /
presentation / event

In-person contact in the field

In-person from a Commission office

Magazine

Newspaper

Other website that had Commission
information

M
ul

tip
le

 R
es

po
ns

es
 A

llo
w

ed

Percent

Lives in Zone C (n=267)

 



712 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone C (DMUs 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9) 

 

Q142. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 

Commission website 31 44 35 33 45 55
Direct mail 48 29 49 18 12 23
Email 6 21 44 9 17 5
In-person from a Commission office 8 3 1 12 0 3
In-person contact in the field 9 6 5 3 0 7
In-person at public meeting / presentation 
/ event 9 7 2 7 0 4

Magazine 4 0 1 19 1 2
Booklet, pamphlet, brochure 0 6 6 2 7 9
Telephone / call the Commission 2 0 0 2 0 0
Newspaper 0 0 0 0 17 0
Television 0 0 0 0 0 0
Website, not sure whose site 0 0 0 0 0 0
Word-of-mouth 0 0 0 0 0 2
Other website that had Commission 
information 0 5 0 0 0 0

Other 1 0 1 0 0 2
Don't know 0 0 0 0 1 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q233. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who received deer-related 
information from the Commission.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Medium for Information 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
Email 54 61 51 61 51 49
Direct mail 33 37 47 38 36 51
In-person contact in the field 5 3 3 1 3 5
Commission website 0 3 1 2 4 5
In-person from a Commission office 5 2 3 4 5 2
Telephone 4 4 1 2 0 1
Magazine 2 2 2 2 2 0
Website, not sure whose site 1 2 1 1 3 1
In-person at public meet. / pres. event 4 1 0 0 3 1
Annual survey card 0 2 1 1 1 0
Other website that had Commission 
info 0 1 0 0 2 0

From sporting store 0 0 1 1 0 0
Newspaper 0 0 0 0 1 0
With regulations 0 0 1 0 0 0
Other 1 1 1 0 1 0
Don't know 4 0 1 0 1 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q242. How did you get the information? (Asked of 
those who have obtained or received information 
directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
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Q242. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses Allowed) How Information Obtained 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
In-person contact in the field 27 16 3 19 32 19
In-person at public meeting / presentation / 
event 8 4 6 8 7 7

In-person from a Commission office 13 13 13 12 10 19
Email 7 13 22 14 4 5
Commission website 20 16 35 16 19 21
Other website that had Commission 
information 0 0 2 0 0 0

Website, not sure whose site 0 2 3 0 5 0
Direct mail 30 38 33 36 19 22
Newspaper 2 0 0 2 0 0
Magazine 7 10 4 2 1 10
Regulations handbook 2 0 0 0 0 0
Brochures 2 0 0 0 0 0
Telephone 0 5 0 10 11 8
Other 0 0 3 6 0 0
Don't know 0 2 0 0 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain 
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain information about wildlife in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9

Internet / websites / social media / email 59 41 61 37 63 66
Newspapers 16 13 7 12 8 7
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 23 9 8 17 10 9
Television 9 15 8 13 9 6
Magazines 9 10 6 14 6 5
Brochures / pamphlets 2 3 2 5 11 6
Books 1 2 0 3 3 1
Personal experience / observing wildlife 0 0 0 0 0 2
Radio 0 2 1 2 0 0
At event / park / museum 1 2 0 0 0 0
Not-for-profit organization / hunting club 0 0 0 0 0 0
Library in general 0 0 0 0 0 9
Classes he/she takes / in school 0 0 0 0 0 0
Teaches classes 0 0 0 0 0 2
Telephone / call them 0 0 0 0 0 0
Government agency / Commission 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stores 0 0 0 0 0 0
Don't obtain / receive information 7 31 20 24 18 11
Don't know 2 1 1 2 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q234. What sources do you use to obtain information about deer in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses Allowed) Sources Used 

DMU 3 DMU 4 DMU 6 DMU 7 DMU 8 DMU 9 
Don't obtain / receive information 45 46 54 53 42 46
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 25 24 18 24 25 25
Internet / websites / social media / 
email 10 16 15 11 13 6

Magazines 17 13 11 8 15 17
Brochures / pamphlets 4 4 8 4 5 3
Newspapers 4 1 7 5 5 2
Television 0 2 4 2 3 2
Personal experience 1 1 0 3 0 1
Books 1 2 1 2 0 1
The Commission 2 0 1 1 0 0
Other government agencies 0 0 1 1 0 0
Event / fair 0 0 1 0 0 0
Radio 0 0 1 0 0 0
Other 1 0 0 3 0 0
Don't know 0 0 0 0 3 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife 
from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 3 18 82
DMU 4 18 82
DMU 6 19 81
DMU 7 47 53
DMU 8 36 64
DMU 9 3 97
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from 
social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information 
about deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 3 0 100
DMU 4 4 96
DMU 6 17 83
DMU 7 24 76
DMU 8 22 78
DMU 9 0 100
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who use the Internet, including 
websites, social media, or email, to obtain 

information about wildlife in Florida.)
(Residents)
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to obtain 
information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 3 64 36 0
DMU 4 48 50 2
DMU 6 74 26 0
DMU 7 39 61 0
DMU 8 37 63 0
DMU 9 74 26 0
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Q237. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who receive information about 
deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q237. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 3 82 18 0
DMU 4 80 20 0
DMU 6 89 6 6
DMU 7 100 0 0
DMU 8 74 26 0
DMU 9 89 11 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA (ZONE C) 

 Data shown are the results for Zone C.   
• Gender (all three surveys).   
• Age (all three surveys) (the General Population Survey included only those 18 years old 

and older; the Hunter Survey included only hunters 16 years old or older).   
• Ethnicity (all three surveys).   
• Education level (General Population Survey only).   
• Renting versus owning their house (all three surveys).   
• The character of the residential area in which they live (e.g., rural, suburban) (all three 

surveys).   
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Q147. What is the highest level of education you 
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Do you rent or own your current place of 
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Do you consider your place of residence to be a 
large city or urban area, a suburban area, a small 
city or town, a rural area on a farm or ranch, or a 

rural area not on a farm or ranch?
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RESULTS FOR ZONE D (DMUs 10 AND 11) 
 The map below shows Zone D, encompassing the Panhandle of Florida.   

 

 
 

GENERAL SATISFACTION WITH DEER MANAGEMENT IN FLORIDA (ZONE D) 
 Each of the surveys asked the same basic question about whether the respondents are 

satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the state of Florida (asked prior to 

most other questions in the survey so that the responses would not be influenced by the rest 

of the survey).  Additionally, each of the surveys included follow-up questions asking for the 

reasons that respondents are satisfied or dissatisfied, as shown in the graphs.   

• Among residents of Zone D, satisfaction (49%) far exceeds dissatisfaction (10%).   

o Most commonly, residents are dissatisfied because they see too many deer, because 

the buck-to-doe ratio is not good, or because they don’t like season lengths or some 

aspect of hunting regulations.   
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• The majority of Zone D hunters (65%) are satisfied with deer management; however, 

27% are dissatisfied.   

o Hunters are most commonly dissatisfied because they perceive the buck-doe ratio to 

not be good, that they do not like season lengths and other aspects of the regulations, 

that the quality of deer is not good, and/or that there are not enough deer.   

• Among farmers in Zone D, satisfaction (49%) exceeds dissatisfaction (32%).  Nearly a 

fifth (19%) are neutral or do not know.   

o Farmers are dissatisfied most commonly because they feel that there are too many 

deer, because of crop damage, because they feel the buck-doe ratio is not good, 

and/or because they do not like some aspect of the hunting regulations.   

 

 The same question was asked of hunters about their satisfaction level with the Commission’s 

deer management in the area in which they hunt deer most often.  A majority of Zone D 

hunters are satisfied (61%), while 26% are dissatisfied.   
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Q17. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Residents) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU of 

Residence 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

20 24 3 4 DMU 10 
44 

6 
7 

43 

29 27 8 4 
DMU 11 

56 
9 

12 
24 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q22. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

21 39 16 11 DMU 10 
60 

8 
28 

4 

35 34 16 10 
DMU 11 

69 
2 

26 
3 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q23. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with deer management overall in the State of Florida? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU in Which 

Farm Located 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

21 36 14 13 DMU 10 
57 

10 
27 

6 

24 22 19 16 DMU 11 
46 

8 
35 

11 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q24. Why are you dissatisfied with deer 
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OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES REGARDING DEER ABUNDANCE (ZONE D) 

 The survey of residents asked them if they think the deer population in their county of 

residence is too high, about right, or too low; the survey of farmers asked them if the deer 

population in the county where their farm is located is too high, about right, or too low.   

• Residents of Zone D most commonly think that the deer population is about right (44%).  

Otherwise, the percent who think it is too high (15%) is similar to the percent who thinks 

it is too low (17%).  (The remainder do not know.)   

• (No hunter results are shown; the crosstabulation that determined the hunter’s zone is 

based on the county in which hunter most often hunted, while the question is about the 

county of residence.)   

• Most commonly, Zone D farmers think the deer population in the county where their 

farm is located is about right (45%), but this is closely followed by the percent who think 

it is too high (43%).  Only 6% think it is too low.   

o Farmers who do not live on their farm (or primary farm about which they answered 

the question discussed immediately above) were asked about the deer population 

where they live:  most commonly, they say the population is about right (52%); 

otherwise, the percent saying too high (19%) is similar to the percent saying too low 

(16%).   

 

 The survey of residents asked them whether they think that there are more deer, about the 

same amount, or fewer deer in their county of residence now compared to 5 years ago.  The 

most common answer is “don’t know” (34%).  Otherwise, the percents are close:  25% say 

that there are fewer deer, 24% say about the same, and 18% say that there are more deer.   
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 All three surveys asked respondents to indicate how they would like to see the Commission 

manage the deer herd over the next 5 years; residents were asked regarding where they live, 

hunters were asked regarding where they most often hunt deer, and farmers were asked 

regarding where they farm.   

• Residents of Zone D more often want to see the deer herd increased (22%) than see it 

decreased (12%).  Just under half want the herd kept the same (48%).  The remainder do 

not know/have no opinion.   

• A bit under half of Zone D hunters (44%) want the deer herd increased, while 11% want 

it decreased; in the middle, 39% want it kept the same.   

• A bit under half of farmers in Zone D (44%) want the deer herd kept the same.  

Otherwise, 13% want it increased, while 37% want it decreased.   

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 745 
Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 
 
 

19

52

16

14

23

17

44

15

6

45

43

5

0 20 40 60 80 100

Too high

About right

Too low

Don't know

Percent

Residents (n=203)
Farmers (Farm) (n=247)
Farmers (Live) (n=44)

Q90. Where you live, would you say the deer population is too 
high, about right, or too low? (Residents)

Q96. Do you think the deer population where your 
farm/orchard/ranch is located is too high, about right, or 

too low? (Farmers)
Q168. Do you think the deer population where you live is too 
high, about right, or too low? (Asked of those who do not live 

on their farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers)
(Zone D)

 



746 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 

 
Q90. Where you live, would you say the deer population is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 

DMU 10 12 44 16 29
DMU 11 19 44 19 18
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 

Note:  The crosstabulation for Question 95 in the Hunter Survey was not shown because the data 
have no utility (the question concerns the county of residence and the crosstabulation is by the 
DMU in which the respondent most often hunted).   
 
Q96. Do you think the deer population where your farm/orchard/ranch is located is too high, 
about right, or too low? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 10 34 57 8 1
DMU 11 47 40 5 7

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
 
Q168. Do you think the deer population where you live is too high, about right, or too low? 
(Asked of those who do not live on their farm/orchard/ranch.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm 
Located Too High About Right Too Low Don't Know 
DMU 10 31 27 24 18
DMU 11 14 61 13 12

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the 
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Q91. Would you say there are more deer, about the same amount of deer, or fewer deer now 
compared to 5 years ago where you live? (Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence More Deer About the Same 

Amount Fewer Deer 
Don't Know / 

Haven't Lived There 
5 Years 

DMU 10 20 19 28 33
DMU 11 16 29 21 35
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   



748 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 

 

18

3

9

48

17

5

6

3

8

16

28

39

7

22

44

7

5

14

0 20 40 60 80 100

Substantially
increased

Slightly
increased

Kept the
same

Slightly
decreased

Substantially
decreased

Don't know /
no opinion

Percent

Residents (n=203)

Hunters (n=420)

Farmers (n=247)

How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission manage the deer herd over the 

next 5 years [in the area where you live (Residents) / in that 
location where you most often hunt (Hunters / in the area 

where your farm/orchard/ranch is located (Farmers)]? 
Should the deer population be increased, decreased, or 

kept the same?
(Zone D)

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 749 
Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 
 
 

Q94. How would you like to see the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission manage the deer 
herd over the next 5 years in the area where you live? Should the deer population be increased, 
decreased, or kept the same? (Residents) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU of Residence 
Substantially or Slightly 

Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

4 21 7 2 DMU 10 
26 

48 
10 

16 

6 12 10 3 
DMU 11 

18 
48 

13 
21 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q176. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd in 
general over the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most 
often hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased 
DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / No 
Opinion 

18 31 6 1 DMU 10 
49 

37 
7 

7 

15 25 10 4 
DMU 11 

39 
41 

15 
5 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q170. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage the deer herd over the 
next 5 years in the area where your farm/orchard/ranch is located? (Farmers) 

Percent 
Substantially 

Increased 
Slightly 

Increased 
Slightly 

Decreased 
Substantially 

Decreased DMU in Which 
Farm Located 

Substantially or Slightly 
Increased 

Kept the 
Same Slightly or Substantially 

Decreased 

Don't Know / 
No Opinion 

7 11 16 13 DMU 10 
18 

49 
29 

3 

4 6 14 26 DMU 11 
10 

42 
40 

8 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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HUNTER PREFERENCES (ZONE D) 
Sex Ratio (Zone D) 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with bucks and does in the area in which they 

most often hunt deer; satisfaction is higher for does than for bucks.   

• Zone D hunters are divided over satisfaction with the number of bucks in the area in 

which they hunt deer most often:  56% are satisfied, but 41% are dissatisfied.   

• Regarding does, 63% are satisfied with the number of does in their hunt area, while 33% 

are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters how they want the Commission to manage bucks and does 

over the next 5 years in the location where they hunt.   

• Regarding bucks:  69% of Zone D hunters want the number of bucks to be increased, 

while only 3% want a decrease (25% want the number kept the same).   

• Regarding does:  only 22% of Zone D hunters want an increase, while 42% want a 

decrease in the number of does (33% want the number kept the same).   

 

 Those hunters who wanted to see the doe population increased or decreased were asked 

follow-up questions (one question for each group).   

• Those hunters who indicated that they wanted the doe population decreased in their 

primary deer hunting area were asked about regulations aimed at reducing the deer 

population.  An overwhelming majority of these respondents (96%) would support more 

days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the herd (mostly strong support); only 

2% would oppose.   

• Conversely, those hunters in Zone D who wanted the doe population increased were 

asked about having fewer days to take antlerless deer, and a majority (56%) would 

oppose fewer days, while 39% would support fewer days to take antlerless deer in an 

effort to increase the deer population.   
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Q168. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
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Q177. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage bucks over the next 5 
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Q178. How would you like to see the Florida 
Wildlife Commission manage does over the next 5 

years?
(Hunters)
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Q177/178. How would you like to see the Florida Wildlife Commission manage bucks/does over 
the next 5 years in that location? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often hunted 
deer.) (Hunters) 
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DMU 10 37 6 34 18 71 24 21 34 2 26 0 14 3 39 5 3 
DMU 11 41 9 25 12 66 21 28 32 1 26 1 19 3 45 3 2 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to 
take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the deer 
population? (Asked of those who would like to see 

the deer population in the place they most hunt 
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Q179. Would you support or oppose more days to take antlerless deer in an effort to reduce the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt decreased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU Most 
Often Hunted 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 
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71 14 7 0 
DMU 10 

86 
7 

7 
0 

87 13 0 0 
DMU 11 

100 
0 

0 
0 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q180. Would you support or oppose fewer days to take antlerless deer in an effort to increase the 
deer population? (Asked of those who would like to see the doe population in the place they 
most hunt increased in the next 5 years.) (Hunters) 

Percent 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Large-Antlered Bucks and Antler Regulations (Zone D) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about the perceived trend in the number of large-antlered deer in 

the hunters’ primary hunting areas.  Among Zone D hunters, a third say that there are fewer 

(33%), and a third say that there are about the same (33%) number of large-antlered deer.  

The final third is split:  17% say there are more large-antlered deer, and 16% answered 

“don’t know.”   

 

 Hunters were asked about their satisfaction with large-antlered bucks in the area in which 

they most often hunt deer.  Among Zone D hunters, there is more dissatisfaction than 

satisfaction:  60% are dissatisfied, compared to 33% who are satisfied.   

 

 Hunters were informed in the survey that a management strategy for increasing the number 

of larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger 

bucks and that, for private lands, this can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and landowners.  They were then asked 

which they favor:  38% of Zone D hunters favor mandatory regulations, but a majority (54%) 

favor voluntary actions (the remainder did not choose either of these or did not know).   

 

 Another question asked about possible antler-point regulations.  The majority of Zone D 

hunters (79%) support antler-point regulations designed to increase the number of larger-

bodied and larger-antlered bucks available for harvest in the area they hunt most frequently; 

however, 16% oppose.   
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Q175. What about large-antlered deer? (Would you 
say that there are more, about the same amount, or 

fewer now compared to 5 years ago?) (Asked 
regarding the area in which they most often hunted 

deer.)
(Hunters)
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Q175. Would you say that there are more large-antlered deer, about the same amount, or 
fewer now compared to 5 years ago? (Asked regarding the area in which they most often 
hunted deer.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most 
Often 
Hunted 

More Large-
Antlered Deer 

About the Same 
Amount 

Fewer Large-
Antlered Deer 

Don’t Know / 
Haven’t Hunted 
There 5 Years 

DMU 10 14 32 36 17
DMU 11 20 34 31 15

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q169. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
number of large-antlered bucks in that area?

(Hunters)
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Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of 
larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks in the field is to 

reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this 
can be done through mandatory regulations set by the 

Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor?

(Hunters)

 
 
Q217. A management strategy for increasing the number of larger-bodied and larger-antlered 
bucks in the field is to reduce the harvest of younger bucks. For private lands, this can be done 
through mandatory regulations set by the Commission or by voluntary actions of hunters and 
landowners. Which method would you favor? (Hunters) 

Percent 

DMU Most Often 
Hunted 

Mandatory 
Regulations 
Set by the 

Commission 

Voluntary 
Actions of 

Hunters and 
Landowners 

Neither of 
These Two 
Methods 

Do Not Favor 
Increasing the 

Number of 
Large-Bodied 

and Large-
Antlered 
Bucks 

Don't Know 

DMU 10 39 53 3 2 3
DMU 11 36 54 1 2 6

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q216. Would you support or oppose antler-point 
regulations designed to increase the number of 

larger-bodied and larger-antlered bucks available 
for harvest in the area you hunt most frequently?

(Hunters)
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Opinions on Hunting Seasons (Zone D) 
 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the structure of the deer 

hunting seasons:  79% of Zone D hunters are satisfied with the structure of the various deer 

seasons, such as the start and end dates, in their hunt area, while 19% are dissatisfied.   

 

 The Hunter Survey asked hunters to indicate if they think the various seasons are too long, 

about right, or too short.  Among Zone D hunters, for three of the four seasons—archery 

season, muzzleloader season, and general gun season—the majority of hunters (ranging from 

56% to 73%) say that the season is about the right length.  However, for antlerless season, the 

majority of hunters (59%) think it is too short.  In all instances, a low percent, no more than 

8%, said the season was too long.   
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Q173. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
structure of the various deer seasons, such as the 
start and end dates, in the place in which you hunt 

deer most often?
(Hunters)
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Q211. What about archery season? (Is it too long, 

about right, or too short?)
(Hunters)
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Q212. What about muzzleloader season? (Is it too 
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Q213. What about general gun season? (Is it too 
long, about right, or too short?)

(Hunters)
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Q214. What about antlerless season? (Is it too long, 
about right, or too short?)
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Bag Limits (Zone D) 

 Two series of questions asked about support or opposition to various statewide bag limits.  

The sample was evenly split, with half getting the first series and the other half getting the 

second series.  The first series asked about a limit of 1 buck, then 2 bucks, and so on up to 5 

bucks.  The second series worked backwards, asking about a limit of 5 bucks, then 4 bucks, 

and so on down to 1 buck.  By splitting the sample and having one work up and the other 

work down in the questioning, order bias was reduced.  The results were then combined.   

• The 1-buck limit has very little support (15%) among Zone D hunters; thereafter, support 

grows with the number of bucks, from 39% supporting the 2-buck limit to 52% 

supporting the 5-buck limit.   

• Conversely, opposition shrinks as one moves up the scale, from 83% opposing a 1-buck 

limit, 57% opposing a 2-buck limit, down to 45% opposing a 5-buck limit.   
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Q220-Q229.  Support or opposition to various 
statewide buck bag limits.
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Access (Zone D) 

 The Hunter Survey asked about satisfaction or dissatisfaction with hunting access:  77% of 

Zone D hunters are satisfied with hunting access in their hunt area, while 12% are 

dissatisfied.   

 

Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting 
access in that area?

(Hunters)
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Q172. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with hunting access in that area? (Hunters) 

Percent 
Very 

Satisfied 
Somewhat 
Satisfied 

Somewhat 
Dissatisfied

Very 
Dissatisfied DMU Most Often 

Hunted 
Very or Somewhat 

Satisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied 

nor 
Dissatisfied

Somewhat or Very 
Dissatisfied 

Don't Know

38 38 8 7 DMU 10 
76 

6 
15 

2 

51 27 5 4 
DMU 11 

78 
2 

9 
10 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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FLORIDA DEER HUNTING (ZONE D) 
Hunting Participation (Zone D) 

 Among the license sample (which excluded those who did not indicate hunting in the past 5 

years), 93% of hunters whose primary deer hunting area is in Zone D indicated that they 

hunted deer in Florida in the past year.   

 

 A graph shows the number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida among Zone D 

hunters.  Just under a quarter of them (24%) have hunted deer in Florida for no more than 5 

years.  The mean number of years of deer hunting experience in Florida is 19.25 years among 

these Zone D hunters.   

 

 A graph shows the number of days spent hunting deer in the last season that hunters hunted 

deer in Florida, among Zone D hunters.  The mean number of days spent hunting deer in 

Florida is 26.27 days among these hunters.   

 

 For deer hunting, 93% of Zone D deer hunters use modern firearms, 55% use archery 

equipment, 43% use muzzleloaders, and 19% use crossbows.   

 

 For deer hunting, the overwhelmingly most common hunting method in the past 5 years was 

“still hunting” (96% of Zone D hunters did this type of hunting for deer in Florida), while 

16% used dogs.  Note that some hunters used both methods in the past 5 years.   
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year?
(Hunters)
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Q10. Did you hunt deer in Florida in the past year? (Hunters) 
Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 

Yes No 
DMU 10 92 8
DMU 11 94 6
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in 
Florida?
(Hunters)
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Q11. How many years total have you hunted deer in Florida? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each 

DMU) Years 
DMU 10 DMU 11 

1 year 7 8
2 years 7 8
3 years 4 5
4 years 9 14
5 years 6 10
6-10 years 15 8
11-15 years 8 6
16-20 years 15 14
21-25 years 4 2
26-30 years 3 3
31-35 years 5 5
36-40 years 6 6
More than 40 years 7 7
Don't know 3 4
Mean 18.26 20.13
Median 15.5 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida 
(last year / the last year you hunted)?

(Hunters)
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Q14. How many days did you hunt deer in Florida (last year / the last year you hunted)? (Hunters)
DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent in Each 

DMU) Days 
DMU 10 DMU 11 

1-10 days 26 24
11-20 days 25 20
21-30 days 18 24
31-40 days 8 7
More than 40 days 15 14
Don't know 8 11
Mean 25.27 27.18
Median 20 21.5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt 
deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please name all 

that you used.
(Hunters)
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Q18. Which of the following have you used to hunt deer in Florida in the past 5 years? Please 
name all that you used. (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted 

Archery Crossbow Muzzleloaders Modern 
Firearms 

DMU 10 50 19 35 93
DMU 11 60 19 50 93

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 
5 years? Have you...?

(Hunters)
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Q21. What about the following methods in the past 5 years? Have you...? (Hunters) 
Percent 

DMU Most Often Hunted Gone Still Hunting 
for Deer 

Used Dogs to Hunt 
Deer Neither of These 

DMU 10 93 23 2
DMU 11 99 10 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because respondents may have done both types of hunting.   



776 Responsive Management 
 Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 

Hunting Locations (Zone D) 
 The Hunter Survey asked questions about various locational aspects of deer hunting in 

Florida.   

• Among Zone D hunters the median distance from home that they travel (one-way) to hunt 

deer in their typical hunting location is 20 miles.   

• Private land is used more often than public land in Florida for hunting among Zone D 

hunters:  61% use private land mostly, and 78% use it at least half the time.  On the other 

hand, public land is used mostly by 22% and used at least half the time by 39%.   

o Those Zone D hunters who used private land mostly or at least half the time were 

asked if they ever pay a fee to hunt private land in Florida:  48% do so some of the 

time.  The median amount paid is $925; the median amount of land to which the fee 

gave access is 1,000 acres in Zone D.  The median distance that these hunters travel 

to that land (one-way) is 20 miles.   

• The majority of Zone D hunters (55%) hunted deer out of state at some time in the past 5 

years, including 34% who did so in the past year.   
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical 
place in Florida to hunt deer?

(Hunters)
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Q181. How far from home, in miles, is your typical place in Florida to hunt deer? (Hunters) 
DMU Most Often Hunted Miles (Percent) 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
Less than 1 mile 5 7
1-5 miles 16 17
6-10 miles 9 10
11-15 miles 7 9
16-20 miles 15 9
21-30 miles 15 17
31-40 miles 6 8
41-50 miles 4 4
51-100 miles 7 8
100-200 miles 4 3
More than 200 miles 11 8
Don't know 1 0
Mean 65.40 64.60
Median 20 20

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, 
mostly on public land, or about equally on both?

(Hunters)
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Q183. Do you typically hunt mostly on private land, mostly on public land, or about equally on 
both? (Hunters) 

Percent 
DMU Most Often Hunted Mostly Private 

Land 
About Equally 

on Both 
Mostly Public 

Land Don't Know 

DMU 10 55 18 27 0
DMU 11 66 17 18 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on 
private land in Florida? (Asked of those who hunt 

mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private 
and public about equally.)

(Hunters)
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Q184. Do you typically pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida? (Asked of those who 
hunt mostly on private land in Florida or hunt on private and public about equally.) (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted 
Yes No 

DMU 10 56 44
DMU 11 43 57
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Q185. How much do you typically pay each year for 
access to private land? (Asked of those who pay a 

fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q188. How many acres does that give you access 
to? (Asked of those who pay a fee to hunt deer on 

private land in Florida.)
(Hunters)
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Q191. How far from your home, one-way, is that 
land on which you pay a fee? (Asked of those who 
pay a fee to hunt deer on private land in Florida.)
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Q236. Did you hunt deer out of state in the past 

year?
(Hunters)
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Motivations for Deer Hunting (Zone D) 

 The Hunter Survey included a list of seven possible reasons for going deer hunting.  For each 

reason, the survey asked respondents to rate its importance as a reason for going hunting.  

Among Zone D hunters, the social/aesthetic reasons (to be outdoors, to be with family or 

friends, or to just see deer) are rated higher than the more utilitarian reasons (at the bottom of 

the ranking are to harvest more than one deer and to harvest a deer).   
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, the mean rating of 
importance of each of the following as a reason 

respondents go deer hunting.
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On a scale of 0 - 10 where 0 is not at all important 
and 10 is extremely important, those who rated the 

importance of each of the following as a reason 
respondents go deer hunting as a 9 or 10.
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DEER MANAGEMENT AND FARMING IN FLORIDA (ZONE D) 
Farming Demographics (Zone D) 

 The following information was obtained in the Farmer Survey among Zone D farmers:   

• The size of the farm.  The mean size is 428.67 acres in Zone D.   

• The years they have farmed.  The mean is 34.45 years among Zone D farmers.   

• Whether the farmer lives on his primary farm:  83% of Zone D farmers live on their 

primary farm.   

• The crops and livestock grown (one graph for crops, one graph for livestock, and one 

graph indicating whether the farm produces landscaping plants commercially).  Peanuts, 

hay, corn, cotton, and soybeans are the top produce/fruit grown in Zone D.  Beef cattle 

are the top livestock in Zone D.  Finally, 9% of farmers in Zone D grow ornamental 

shrubs, sod, trees, and other landscaping plants.   
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, 
including all lands associated with it?

(Farmers)
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Q19. How many acres is your farm/orchard/ranch, including all lands associated with it? 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in Each DMU)Acres DMU 10 DMU 11 
5 acres or less 2 1
6-10 acres 7 3
11-15 acres 0 4
16-20 acres 1 2
21-30 acres 3 7
31-40 acres 6 5
41-50 acres 5 2
51-100 acres 25 18
101-200 acres 15 19
201-300 acres 15 9
301-400 acres 5 9
401-500 acres 5 7
501-1,000 acres 4 8
More than 1,000 acres 4 7
Don't know 2 0
Mean 1,140.49 332.42
Median 140 150

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida?
(Farmers)
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Q21. How long have you farmed in Florida? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent in 

Each DMU) Years 
DMU 10 DMU 11 

5 years or less 8 3
6-10 years 6 8
11-15 years 7 9
16-20 years 7 10
21-25 years 6 5
26-30 years 10 12
31-35 years 4 9
36-40 years 17 9
41-50 years 19 13
51-60 years 6 12
61-70 years 2 3
More than 70 years 5 3
Don't know 3 3
Mean 33.56 34.75
Median 35.5 33

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch?
(Farmers)
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Q97. Do you live on your farm/orchard/ranch? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 

DMU 10 84 16
DMU 11 82 18
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include 
hay, as well.

(Farmers)
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Q173. What, if any, crops do you grow? Include hay, as well. (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located 

(Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses Allowed) Crops 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
None; do not grow any crops 8 9
Hay 29 37
Corn 25 32
Oranges 0 0
Other vegetables 13 12
Peanuts 26 38
Other fruit trees 3 2
Strawberries, other berries 1 4
Melons 2 3
Soybeans 23 21
Cotton 25 27
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 2 1
Grain 5 5
Trees 3 5
Wheat 9 10
Nut trees 6 4
Sugar cane 2 1
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 0 1
Tobacco 1 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0
Other 5 3
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have 
for commercial purposes?

(Farmers)
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Q177. What, if any, livestock or poultry do you have for commercial purposes? (Farmers) 
DMU in Which Farm Located (Percent 

in Each DMU) (Multiple Responses 
Allowed) Livestock / Poultry 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
None; do not have any livestock or poultry 47 48
Beef cattle 43 37
Dairy cattle 1 2
Hogs 0 1
Sheep 0 1
Goats 0 6
Horses, ponies, mules, burros, or donkeys 6 4
Chickens (layers) 3 4
Chickens (broilers) 2 2
Turkeys 1 0
Ducks 0 0
Other 1 4
Don't know 1 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, 
ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or Christmas 

trees?
(Farmers)
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Q179. Do you commercially grow sod, flowers, ornamental trees, landscaping plants, or 
Christmas trees? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 8 92
DMU 11 10 90
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Farmers’ Concerns Related to Deer (Zone D) 

 The Farmer Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  For each item, 

farmers rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at all concerned 

and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among farmers in Zone D in Florida, deer-vehicle collisions is the top concern by far (a 

mean rating of 6.22).  Ecological concerns are also important, being the second- and 

third-ranked items:  the quality of deer habitat in Florida (mean rating of 5.04) and the 

health of the deer population (4.47).  Rounding out the top tier is another human concern:  

tick-borne diseases (4.02).   

o The final three items have lower means:  deer impacts on habitat and other wildlife 

(3.67), deer damage to landscaping and yard (2.66), and deer droppings in the yard 

(0.49).   
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On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Farmers)
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Q182-200. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is 
not at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Farmers) 

Mean 

DMU in 
Which Farm 
Located 

Q182. Tick-
borne 
diseases, 
such as 
Lyme 
disease, in 
Florida 

Q185. The 
health of the 
deer 
population, 
such as 
adequate 
food 
resources 
for the size 
of the deer 
herd, in 
Florida 

Q188. Deer-
vehicle 
accidents in 
Florida 

Q191. The 
quality of 
deer habitat 
in Florida 

Q194. Deer 
damage to 
plants and 
landscaping 
in your yard

Q197. Deer 
impacts on 
habitat and 
other 
wildlife in 
Florida 

Q200. Deer 
droppings 
in your yard

DMU 10 5.33 4.34 6.69 5.23 3.47 3.95 0.81 
DMU 11 3.46 4.83 6.20 4.92 2.34 3.42 0.34 
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Farm Damage (Zone D) 

 Farmers in Zone D were asked if they had incurred any damage from deer in the past 5 years:  

46% indicated that they had incurred deer damage.   

• The crops or other things most commonly damaged are peanuts, corn, soybeans, cotton, 

and miscellaneous vegetables (all with more than 20% of the Zone D farmers who 

experienced damage and received this question).   

 

 All farmers, regardless of whether they had experienced damage in the past 5 years, were 

asked if they had ever received or used deer depredation tags:  19% of Zone D farmers 

indicated that they had done so.   

 

 Farmers were asked about three non-lethal methods they might have used to reduce or 

prevent wildlife damage:  27% of Zone D farmers had used fencing, while 19% had used 

scare tactics or repellents and 6% had used habitat modification.   

 

 Zone D farmers were asked to indicate the percent of loss that they would be willing to 

accept in return for knowing that deer would be around their area:  the mean is 11.03 percent; 

the median is 5 percent.  Meanwhile, 13% of Zone D farmers say that they are not willing to 

accept any loss.   

 

 Farmers in Zone D were asked if they personally hunt deer:  39% do so.  They were then 

asked if they hunt deer on any of their farmlands:  88% of those who hunt deer do so.   

• Farmers were also asked, regardless of whether they personally hunt, if they allow 

hunting on any of their farmlands:  70% of Zone D farmers allow hunting on at least 

some of their farmlands.   

o Follow-up questions given to farmers who allow hunting asked them if they lease any 

of their farmlands (8% of these farmers indicate that they do), as well as the amount 

of the lease and the acreage involved, as shown in the graphs.  The median amount of 

the leases is $55; the median amount of land involved in the leases is 400 acres.   
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 Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 

 Farmers in Zone D were asked about their perceptions of the effectiveness of three options 

for controlling the deer population.  For each, they were asked to indicate if it would be very 

effective, somewhat effective, or not at all effective.   

• More antlerless deer days during hunting season:  74% of Zone D farmers think it would 

be very or somewhat effective, with a majority (56%) saying very effective; meanwhile, 

13% say it would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season:  77% think it would be 

very or somewhat effective, with 46% saying very effective; meanwhile, 10% say it 

would be not at all effective.   

• The issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage:  77% think 

it would be very or somewhat effective, with 47% saying very effective; meanwhile, 11% 

say it would be not at all effective.   
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer?

(Farmers)
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Q203. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your farm/orchard/ranch from deer? 
(Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 42 58
DMU 11 47 53
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the 
deer? (Asked of those who experienced damage to 

their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 
years.)
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Q206. Which crops or things were damaged by the deer? (Asked of those who experienced 
damage to their farm/orchard/ranch from deer in the past 5 years.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Crops / Things Damaged 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
Other vegetables 20 21
Peanuts 38 47
Corn 18 31
Soybeans 31 26
Oranges 0 0
Other fruit trees 1 5
Cotton 15 27
Landscaping plants, ornamentals, sod 1 0
Melons 7 4
Strawberries, other berries 3 3
Hay 4 11
Nut trees 2 5
Potatoes or sweet potatoes 1 3
Grain 9 3
Fencing was damaged 0 3
Wheat 1 8
Trees 0 1
Sugar cane 0 0
Tobacco 0 0
Pumpkins, gourds 0 0
Other 5 5
Don't know 0 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer 
depredation tags in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q208. Have you ever received or used any deer depredation tags in the past 5 years? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 

DMU 10 20 77 3
DMU 11 18 82 0
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following 
non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 

within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife 
damage to your property. What about...?

(Farmers)
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Q211. Please indicate which of the following non-lethal methods you may have used, if any, 
within the past 5 years to reduce or prevent wildlife damage to your property. (Farmers) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU in Which Farm 
Located Fencing Scare Tactics or 

Repellents 
Habitat 

Modification None of These 

DMU 10 29 21 12 54
DMU 11 26 19 4 59

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage 
would you say you are willing to accept in return 

for knowing deer would be around your area? 
Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 

value of all crop products combined.
(Farmers)
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Q217. What percent of loss from deer damage would you say you are willing to accept in return 
for knowing deer would be around your area? Think in terms of the total percent of monetary 
value of all crop products combined. (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) Percent 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
1%-5% 27 25
6%-10% 17 20
11%-20% 9 8
21%-30% 3 4
More than 30% 4 5
Not willing to accept any loss 8 15
Don't know 32 23
Mean 9.79 10.27
Median 5 7.5

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than 
under depredation deer permits)?

(Farmers)
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Q220. Do you personally hunt deer (other than under depredation deer permits)? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which 

Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 46 54
DMU 11 37 63
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? 
(Asked of those who hunt deer other than the 

shooting of depredation deer.)
(Farmers)
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Q221. Do you hunt deer on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm 

Located Yes No 
DMU 10 92 8
DMU 11 86 14
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your 
farmlands?
(Farmers)
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Q222. Do you allow deer hunting on any of your farmlands? (Farmers) 
Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 

DMU 10 73 27
DMU 11 68 32
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer 
hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer hunting 

on their farmlands.)
(Farmers)
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Q223. Do you lease any of your farmlands for deer hunting? (Asked of those who allow deer 
hunting on their farmlands.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 9 91
DMU 11 7 93
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Q224. Approximately how much do you charge for 
the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease any 

farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)
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Q228. Approximately how many acres are provided 
in the lease or leases? (Asked of those who lease 

any farmlands for deer hunting.)
(Farmers)

3

25

0

15

0

5

8

15

3

19

9

0 20 40 60 80 100

More than 2,000
acres

1,001-2,000 acres

501-1,000 acres

401-500 acres

301-400 acres

201-300 acres

101-200 acres

51-100 acres

11-50 acres

10 acres or less

Don't know

Percent

Farm is located in Zone D
(n=14)

Means
Zone D = 2,474.18
Statewide = 1,486.14

Medians
Zone D = 400
Statewide = 345

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 815 
Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 
 
 

Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during 
hunting season? (How effective would this be in 

controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q214. What about more antlerless deer days during hunting season? (How effective would this 
be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 
Very Effective Somewhat EffectiveDMU in Which Farm 

Located 
Very or Somewhat Effective Not at All Effective Don't Know

47 25 DMU 10 
72 

13 14 

59 16 DMU 11 
75 

12 13 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless 
permits during hunting season? (How effective 

would this be in controlling the deer population?)
(Farmers)
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Q215. What about the issuance of more antlerless permits during hunting season? (How effective 
would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

37 41 DMU 10 
78 

7 15 

50 27 DMU 11 
77 

11 12 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation 
permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer 

population?)
(Farmers)
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Q216. What about the issuance of depredation permits to farmers who are experiencing damage? 
(How effective would this be in controlling the deer population?) (Farmers) 

Percent 

Very Effective Somewhat 
Effective 

DMU in Which Farm 
Located 

Very or Somewhat Effective 

Not at All 
Effective Don't Know 

41 36 DMU 10 
77 

11 11 

49 28 DMU 11 
77 

10 12 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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DEER-VEHICLE COLLISIONS (ZONE D) 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer 

in the past 5 years.   

• Among residents of Zone D, 9% had been involved in a vehicle accident with deer in the 

past 5 years.  None of those involved in an accident indicated that somebody was injured 

in the accident.   

• Among Zone D farmers, 21% have been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in the 

past 5 years.   

 

 One question within a series of questions asked in the General Population Survey and in the 

Farmer Survey pertains directly to this topic.  In the series of questions in which residents or 

farmers rated their concern about various things, they were asked to rate their concern about 

vehicle-deer accidents in Florida.  Zone D residents’ mean rating is 5.37; Zone D farmers’ 

mean rating is 6.22 (both a bit above the midpoint of 5.0).   
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q129. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 10 2 98
DMU 11 17 83
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Q130. Were you or anyone else in your vehicle 
injured? (Asked of those who have been involved 
in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the 

past 5 years.)
(Residents)
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision 
with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years?

(Farmers)
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Q231. Have you been involved in a vehicle collision with a deer in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Farmers) 

Percent 
DMU in Which Farm 
Located Yes, as a 

Driver 
Yes, as a 

Passenger 
Yes, Both as a 
Driver and a 
Passenger 

No, Not 
Involved in 
Collision 

Don't Know 

DMU 10 13 4 2 82 0
DMU 11 22 1 0 78 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q101. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
(Residents)
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Q188. How concerned are you about deer-vehicle 
accidents in Florida, on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 

is not at all concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned?
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RESIDENTS:  THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH DEER AND OPINIONS ON DEER AND 
DEER MANAGEMENT TOOLS (ZONE D) 
Participation in Outdoor Activities (Zone D) 

 The slight majority of residents of Zone D had participated in fishing in Florida in the past 5 

years (51%), and half (50%) participated in gardening.  These are followed by wildlife 

viewing (42%) camping (34%), hiking (33%), and hunting (25%).  Meanwhile, 18% of 

residents had done none of these nature-based activities.   

 

 The General Population Survey also asked if residents had visited any park or public land in 

the past 5 years:  55% of Zone D residents had visited a State Park, distantly followed by a 

National Park (27%), and a county, city, or community park (13%).  Meanwhile, 25% had 

not visited any such public lands.   

 

 The General Population Survey delved into how often people see deer around their 

house/neighborhood or on their commute to work:  40% of Zone D residents see deer around 

home frequently or sometimes; and 40% see deer on their commute frequently or sometimes.   
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor 
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Q12. Have you participated in any of these outdoor activities in Florida in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) DMU of 
Residence Gardening Wildlife 

Viewing Fishing Hiking Camping Hunting None of 
These 

DMU 10 45 36 51 30 25 23 23
DMU 11 56 48 52 36 44 26 13

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q15. Have you visited a park or a National Forest or other such lands in Florida in the past 5 
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DMU 10 25 54 14 22 5 8 12 9 1 2
DMU 11 25 56 12 31 7 9 5 1 1 1

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around 
your house or in your neighborhood?
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Q92. How often would you say you see deer around your house or in your neighborhood? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Don't Know 

DMU 10 20 10 21 48 2
DMU 11 36 13 17 33 0
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on 
your commute to work?
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Q93. How often would you say you see deer on your commute to work? (Residents) 
Percent DMU of 

Residence Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never Does not 
Commute Don't Know

DMU 10 18 19 14 35 14 0
DMU 11 32 10 11 29 19 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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Feelings About Deer and Concerns Related to Deer (Zone D) 

 The General Population Survey asked about residents’ feelings about deer, and the responses 

ran along a continuum from complete acceptance (I enjoy having deer around my home and 

do not worry about any problems) to no acceptance (I never enjoy having deer around my 

home and regard them as a nuisance).  (There were two questions, both essentially the same:  

one asked those who had previously indicated seeing deer around their home how they feel 

about deer; the second asked those who did not see deer around their home about how they 

would feel about deer if they were around their home.)  The majority of Zone D residents fall 

in the acceptance side (76%, including 53% who respond with the highest acceptance level); 

nonetheless, 21% have little or no acceptance of deer.   

 

 The General Population Survey asked a series of questions regarding concerns about deer.  

For each item, residents rated their concern about it on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being not at 

all concerned and 10 being extremely concerned.   

• Among Zone D residents, their greatest deer-related concern is deer-vehicle accidents 

(mean of 5.37).  Otherwise, ecological concerns (the quality of deer habitat and the health 

of the deer herd) rank high.  The top tier in the mean ratings consists of deer-vehicle 

accidents (5.37), the quality of deer habitat in Florida (5.15), and the health of the deer 

population (5.00).   

o Rounding out the list among residents, all with mean ratings below the midpoint, are 

tick-borne diseases (4.31), deer impacts on habitat and other wildlife (2.47), deer 

damage to landscaping (1.59), and deer droppings in the yard (0.59).   
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes 
your feelings about deer?
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Q122/123. Which of the following best describes your feelings about deer? (Residents) 

Percent 

DMU of 
Residence 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home and 
(would not/do 
not) worry 
about any 
problems 
they can 
cause 

I (would) 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home, but 
I (would) 
worry about 
the problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
sometimes 
enjoy having 
deer around 
my home but 
more often 
(would) worry 
about the 
problems 
they (could) 
can cause 

I (would) 
never enjoy 
having deer 
around my 
home and 
(would) 
regard them 
as a nuisance

None of these Don't know 

DMU 10 48 21 8 19 1 3
DMU 11 58 25 10 5 2 0

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 831 
Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 
 
 

On a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely concerned, the 

mean rating of concern for the following.
(Residents)

4.31

2.47

1.59

0.59

5.37

5.15

5.00

0 2 4 6 8 10

Q101. Deer-vehicle accidents in Florida

Q103. The quality of deer habitat in
Florida

Q99. The health of the deer population,
such as adequate food resources for the

size of the deer herd, in Florida

Q97. Tick-borne diseases, such as
Lyme disease, in Florida

Q107. Deer impacts on habitat and
other wildlife in Florida

Q105. Deer damage to plants and
landscaping in your yard

Q109. Deer droppings in your yard

Mean

Lives in Zone D

 
 
Q97-109. How concerned are you about each of the following on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is not 
at all concerned and 10 is extremely concerned. (Residents) 

Mean 

DMU of 
Residence 
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DMU 10 4.17 5.17 4.90 4.82 1.51 2.25 0.66 
DMU 11 4.46 4.83 5.88 5.50 1.67 2.71 0.52 
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Residence Damage (Zone D) 
 The overwhelming majority of Zone D residents (95%) have not had any damage to their 

property (other than from vehicle accidents) from deer.  Those who did have damage most 

often incurred damage to their garden or landscaping from deer, or they incurred agricultural 

damage.   

 

Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any 
damage to your property, other than vehicle 

accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer 
were a nuisance on your property?

(Residents)
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Q124. In the past 5 years, have you incurred any damage to your property, other than vehicle 
accidents, from deer or otherwise felt that deer were a nuisance on your property? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 10 4 96
DMU 11 5 95
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Lyme Disease (Zone D) 
 The General Population Survey asked about incidence of Lyme disease:  4% of Zone D 

residents say that they or a family member have been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the 

past 5 years.   

 

Q131. Have you or any family member been 
diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years?

(Residents)
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Q131. Have you or any family member been diagnosed with Lyme disease in the past 5 years? 
(Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 10 3 97
DMU 11 5 95
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Homeowners and Opinions on Hunting (Zone D) 

 Integral to deer management is hunting; the General Population Survey asked residents if 

they support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general:  85% of Zone D residents support 

hunting, while only 5% oppose it.   

• Three additional questions asked residents about support or opposition to various lethal 

methods to control deer among Zone D residents.  There is much support for deer hunting 

as a management tool (84% support, while only 11% oppose), very little support for 

professionals or sharpshooters (only 26% support, with a majority of 66% opposing this 

option), and a modicum of support for opening up to archery hunting areas that are 

usually closed to hunting (45% support, while 46% oppose).   

• Those Zone D residents who do not oppose hunting in general and who live in a rural 

area were asked if they allow hunting on their property (or if the property is not suitable 

for hunting):  17% say that they allow hunting on their property, 17% say that they do not 

allow hunting on what is presumed to be land otherwise suitable for hunting, and 65% 

say that their property is not suitable for hunting.   
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated 
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Q111. Do you support or oppose legal, regulated hunting in general? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose 

DMU of 
Residence 

Strongly or Moderately 
Support 

Neither 
Support nor 
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Oppose 
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Know 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer 
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Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of 
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management tool?
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Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas 
to archery hunting, including suburban areas in 
which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer 

management tool?
(Residents)
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Q114. Do you support or oppose the use of deer hunting as a deer management tool? (Residents)
Percent 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q115. Do you support or oppose the use of professionals or sharpshooters as a deer 
management tool? (Residents) 
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May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
 

Q116. Do you support or oppose opening up areas to archery hunting, including suburban areas 
in which firearm hunting is not feasible, as a deer management tool? (Residents) 

Percent 
Strongly 
Support 

Moderately 
Support 

Moderately 
Oppose 

Strongly 
Oppose DMU of 

Residence 
Strongly or Moderately 

Support 

Neither 
Support nor 

Oppose Moderately or Strongly 
Oppose 

Don't Know 

26 16 23 29 DMU 10 
41 

6 
52 

0 

22 26 19 21 
DMU 11 

48 
8 

40 
4 

May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.  Also, rounding may cause apparent discrepancies in sums (all 
sums were calculated on unrounded numbers).   
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is 
your property not suitable for hunting? (Asked of 

those who live in a rural area and who did not 
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Q156. Do you allow hunting on your property, or is your property not suitable for hunting? 
(Asked of those who live in a rural area and who did not previously indicate opposing hunting.) 
(Residents) 

Percent 
DMU of 
Residence Yes No, Don't Allow It 

Property Not 
Suitable for 

Hunting 
Don't Know 

DMU 10 17 14 65 4
DMU 11 17 19 64 0
May not sum to 100% within each DMU because of rounding.   
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION (ZONE D) 
 All three surveys asked respondents if they had ever received information directly from the 

Commission or that they think originated with the Commission (e.g., Commission 

information on another entity’s website), and then they asked respondents how they got the 

information (among those who answered yes to the first question).   

• Just over a third of Zone D residents (35%) have received such information, most 

commonly through the Commission website or through direct mail.   

• Nearly half of Zone D hunters (47%) have received such information, most commonly 

through email or through direct mail.   

• A fifth of Zone D farmers (20%) have received such information, most commonly 

through an in-person contact in the field, direct mail, the Commission website, email, 

in-person from a Commission office, or in-person at a public meeting or event.   

 

 Other questions in the General Population and Farmer Surveys pertained to sources of 

information.   

• The general public was asked to name the sources they use to obtain information about 

wildlife in Florida:  the Internet tops the list (33%) among Zone D residents, followed by 

word-of-mouth (18%), newspapers (11%), television (11%), and magazines (9%).  

Zone D farmers’ most popular sources of information are word-of-mouth (18%), 

magazines (14%), and the Internet (11%).   

o Those who use the Internet were asked about use of social media sites to obtain 

information about wildlife or deer:  27% of Zone D residents who use the Internet use 

social media, and 20% of Zone D farmers who use the Internet use social media.   

o Those who use the Internet were asked directly if they had ever visited the 

Commission website:  55% of Zone D residents who use the Internet and 91% of 

Zone D farmers who use the Internet have visited the Commission website at some 

time.   
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Q139. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence Yes No 
DMU 10 37 63
DMU 11 34 66

 
Q230. Have you ever received information about anything deer-related directly from the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Hunters) 

Percent DMU Most Often Hunted Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 10 52 46 2
DMU 11 42 56 2

 
Q238. Have you ever obtained or received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission or that you think originated with the Commission? (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No Don't Know 
DMU 10 43 57 0
DMU 11 34 62 4

 



Opinions on Deer Populations and Deer Management in Florida 843 
Results for Zone D (DMUs 10 and 11) 
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Q142. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 10 DMU 11 

Commission website 33 44
Direct mail 18 39
Email 7 3
In-person from a Commission office 6 5
In-person contact in the field 13 8
In-person at public meeting / presentation / event 2 8
Magazine 7 0
Booklet, pamphlet, brochure 2 2
Telephone / call the Commission 4 0
Newspaper 0 0
Television 0 0
Website, not sure whose site 5 0
Word-of-mouth 0 0
Other website that had Commission information 0 0
Other 0 0
Don't know 4 0

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q233. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who received deer-related 
information from the Commission.) (Hunters) 

DMU Most Often Hunted (Percent 
in Each DMU) (Multiple 
Responses Allowed) Medium for Information 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
Email 68 57
Direct mail 32 35
In-person contact in the field 4 6
Commission website 4 5
In-person from a Commission office 5 3
Telephone 2 2
Magazine 0 3
Website, not sure whose site 0 2
In-person at public meet. / pres. event 3 3
Annual survey card 0 0
Other website that had Commission info 1 0
From sporting store 0 0
Newspaper 0 0
With regulations 1 0
Other 2 2
Don't know 0 2

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q242. How did you get the information? (Open-ended.) (Asked of those who have obtained or 
received information directly from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or that they 
think originated with the Commission.) (Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) 
(Multiple Responses 

Allowed) 
How Information Obtained 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
In-person contact in the field 10 35
In-person at public meeting / presentation / event 7 15
In-person from a Commission office 16 11
Email 18 10
Commission website 15 14
Other website that had Commission information 0 0
Website, not sure whose site 0 2
Direct mail 38 20
Newspaper 1 0
Magazine 4 4
Regulations handbook 0 0
Brochures 1 3
Telephone 5 5
Other 0 0
Don't know 1 2

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain 
information about wildlife in Florida?

(Residents)
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Q134. What sources do you use to obtain information about wildlife in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Residents) 

DMU of Residence Percent (Multiple Responses Allowed) 
DMU 10 DMU 11 

Internet / websites / social media / email 33 32
Newspapers 18 5
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 17 20
Television 11 12
Magazines 11 6
Brochures / pamphlets 2 11
Books 0 0
Personal experience / observing wildlife 5 1
Radio 0 0
At event / park / museum 1 0
Not-for-profit organization / hunting club 0 1
Library in general 0 0
Classes he/she takes / in school 0 0
Teaches classes 0 0
Telephone / call them 0 0
Government agency / Commission 0 0
Stores 0 0
Don't obtain / receive information 28 33
Don't know 0 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q234. What sources do you use to obtain 
information about deer in Florida?

(Farmers)
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Q234. What sources do you use to obtain information about deer in Florida? (Open-ended.) 
(Farmers) 

DMU in Which Farm Located 
(Percent in Each DMU) (Multiple 

Responses Allowed) Sources Used 

DMU 10 DMU 11 
Don't obtain / receive information 32 42
Word-of-mouth / friends / family 19 18
Internet / websites / social media / email 20 8
Magazines 13 14
Brochures / pamphlets 8 6
Newspapers 7 5
Television 6 6
Personal experience 2 3
Books 3 0
The Commission 2 3
Other government agencies 3 1
Event / fair 2 1
Radio 0 0
Other 2 0
Don't know 3 3

Does not sum to 100% within each DMU because multiple responses are allowed.   
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife 
from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who use the Internet, 

including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.)

(Residents)
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Q136. Do you ever get information about wildlife from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to 
obtain information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 10 16 84
DMU 11 39 61
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from 
social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 

YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information 
about deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q236. Do you ever get information about deer from social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or 
YouTube? (Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 19 81
DMU 11 21 79
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who use the Internet, including 
websites, social media, or email, to obtain 

information about wildlife in Florida.)
(Residents)
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Q137. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who use the Internet, including websites, social media, or email, to obtain 
information about wildlife in Florida.) (Residents) 

Percent DMU of Residence 
Yes No 

DMU 10 55 45
DMU 11 55 45
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Q237. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 

(Asked of those who receive information about 
deer in Florida online.)

(Farmers)
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Q237. Have you ever visited the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website? 
(Asked of those who receive information about deer in Florida online.) (Farmers) 

Percent DMU in Which Farm Located Yes No 
DMU 10 89 11
DMU 11 93 7
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA (ZONE D) 

 Data shown are the results for Zone D.   
• Gender (all three surveys).   
• Age (all three surveys) (the General Population Survey included only those 18 years old 

and older; the Hunter Survey included only hunters 16 years old or older).   
• Ethnicity (all three surveys).   
• Education level (General Population Survey only).   
• Renting versus owning their house (all three surveys).   
• The character of the residential area in which they live (e.g., rural, suburban) (all three 

surveys).   
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Respondent's gender (observed by interviewer, not 
asked).
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Respondent's age.
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Q147. What is the highest level of education you 
have completed?

(Residents)
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What races or ethnic backgrounds do you consider 
yourself? Please mention all that apply.

(Zone D)
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Do you rent or own your current place of 
residence?
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Do you consider your place of residence to be a 
large city or urban area, a suburban area, a small 
city or town, a rural area on a farm or ranch, or a 

rural area not on a farm or ranch?
(Zone D)
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ABOUT RESPONSIVE MANAGEMENT 
Responsive Management is an internationally recognized public opinion and attitude survey research 

firm specializing in natural resource and outdoor recreation issues.  Our mission is to help natural 

resource and outdoor recreation agencies and organizations better understand and work with their 

constituents, customers, and the public.   

 

Utilizing our in-house, full-service telephone, mail, and web-based survey center with 50 

professional interviewers, we have conducted more than 1,000 telephone surveys, mail surveys, 

personal interviews, and focus groups, as well as numerous marketing and communication plans, 

needs assessments, and program evaluations.   

 

Clients include the federal natural resource and land management agencies, most state fish and 

wildlife agencies, state departments of natural resources, environmental protection agencies, state 

park agencies, tourism boards, most of the major conservation and sportsmen’s organizations, and 

numerous private businesses.  Responsive Management also collects attitude and opinion data for 

many of the nation’s top universities.   

 

Specializing in research on public attitudes toward natural resource and outdoor recreation issues, 

Responsive Management has completed a wide range of projects during the past 20 years, including 

dozens of studies of hunters, anglers, wildlife viewers, boaters, park visitors, historic site visitors, 

hikers, birdwatchers, campers, and rock climbers.  Responsive Management has conducted studies 

on endangered species; waterfowl and wetlands; and the reintroduction of large predators such as 

wolves, grizzly bears, and the Florida panther.   

 

Responsive Management has assisted with research on numerous natural resource ballot initiatives 

and referenda and has helped agencies and organizations find alternative funding and increase their 

membership and donations.  Additionally, Responsive Management has conducted major 

organizational and programmatic needs assessments to assist natural resource agencies and 

organizations in developing more effective programs based on a solid foundation of fact.   
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Responsive Management has conducted research on public attitudes toward natural resources and 

outdoor recreation in almost every state in the United States, as well as in Canada, Australia, the 

United Kingdom, France, Germany, and Japan.  Responsive Management has also conducted focus 

groups and personal interviews with residents of the African countries of Algeria, Cameroon, 

Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.   

 

Responsive Management routinely conducts surveys in Spanish and has conducted surveys in 

Chinese, Korean, Japanese and Vietnamese and has completed numerous studies with specific target 

audiences, including Hispanics, African-Americans, Asians, women, children, senior citizens, urban, 

suburban and rural residents, large landowners, and farmers.   

 

Responsive Management’s research has been upheld in U.S. District Courts; used in peer-reviewed 

journals; and presented at major natural resource, fish and wildlife, and outdoor recreation 

conferences across the world.  Company research has been featured in most of the nation’s major 

media, including CNN, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and on the front pages of USA 

Today and The Washington Post.  Responsive Management’s research has also been highlighted in 

Newsweek magazine.   

 

Visit the Responsive Management website at: 

www.responsivemanagement.com 
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