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Fish & Wildlife Research Institute

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

100 Eighth Ave. S. E. email: karen.steidinger@myFWC.com
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Education

Ph.D. 1979 University of South Florida, Tampa FL. (Biology)

M.A. 1971 University of South Florida, Tampa, FL (Marine Science)
B.A. 1968 University of South Florida, Tampa Florida (Zoology)

Professional Experience

2011-current OPS Research Scientist, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, St. Petersburg, FL, part-time

2005-2013  Harmful Algae Specialist, Florida Institute of Oceanography, University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg, FL, full time to part-time

1993-2003  Senior Research Scientist, Florida Marine Research Institute, Florida Department of
Natural Resources St. Petersburg, FL

1980-1993  Chief of Marine Research, then_Chief of the Florida Marine Research Institute, Florida
Department of Natural Resources/Florida Department of Environmental Protection, St.
Petersburg, FL

1978-1980  Laboratory Supervisor, Marine Research Laboratory, Florida Department of Natural
Resources, St. Petersburg, FL

1974-1978  Botany and Technical Sciences Section Supervisor, Marine Research Laboratory, Florida
Department of Natural Resources, St. Petersburg, FL

1963-1974  Laboratory Technician,and_Marine Biologist, Florida Department of Natural Resources,
St. Petersburg, FL

Awards/Elections/Appointments (Partial)

Yasumoto Lifetime Achievement Award, International Society for the Study of Harmful Algae,
2008

Gulf Guardian Award, Individual, 2" Place, Environmental Protection Agency Gulf of Mexico
Program, 2008

Editorial Board, Protist, 2004-2006

President, International Society for the Study of Harmful Algae, 2000-2004

Lifetime Achievement Award, Phycological Society of America, 2003

Wildlife Foundation of Florida Louise Ireland Humphrey Award, 2001

Vice-President, International Society for the Study of Harmful Algae, 2000

Courtesy Professor, College of Marine Science, University of South Florida, 1981- 2004
Member, Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee, U. S. Department of Commerce, 1994-1997
State Co-Chair, Living Aquatic Resources Committee, EPA Gulf of Mexico Program, 1992-1997
Reviewer Board Member of Transactions of American Microscopical Society, 1986-1994
Editorial Board, Journal of Phycology, 1990-1992; 2005 — 2007, 2012-2014
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Member-at-Large of American Microscopical Society 1985, 1986, 1989
Executive Committee Member of Southern Association of Marine Laboratories, 1986-1987
1983 Florida Academy of Sciences Medalist of the Year

Dinoflagellate Course Instructor (Partial)

2019-2018 Advisory to 3@ and 4™ U.S. Course on Harmful Algal Taxonomy, Maine
2017-2016 1%t and 2" U.S. Course on Harmful Algal Taxonomy, East Boothbay, Maine
2015, Advanced Phytoplankton Course 11, October, Stazione Zoologica Napoli, Italy

2014 3" International Phytoplankton Identification Workshop July, Marine Biological
Association, U.K.

2012 2" International Phytoplankton ldentification Workshop July, Marine Biological
Association, U.K.

2011 EPA/GOMA Gulf of Mexico Harmful Algal Bloom Taxonomy Training Workshop,
Florida Keys

2009-2011 Curso-Taller Sobre Deteccion, Identificacion, y Cuantificacidon de Florecimientos
Algales Nocivos y Otras Especies de Fitoplacton en Aquas Costeras del Golfo de México,
Chetumal, Mérida, Campeche, Villahermosa, México

2005, 1998, 1995, 1990, 1985 Advanced Phytoplankton Course, Italy, co instructor

1998 CDC sponsored Course on Identification of Pfiesteria and other Dinoflagellates, Florida
1989 AASP Course on Neogene to Holocene Dinoflagellates, Tulsa, Oklahoma (Living
Dinoflagellate Instructor)

1983 University of Oslo International Phytoplankton Course, Drobak, Norway

Interests

My research interests include the systematics and biology of marine dinoflagellates, particularly
toxic species, their morphology, ultrastructure, life cycles, and adaptations. My HAB
management interests are mitigation strategies and the importance of education and outreach in
mitigation.
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