
FISH MORPHOLOGY 

Glossary 
Anal Fin – The median fin on the midventral line behind the anus 

Bar – A short, straight color mark, oriented vertically unless otherwise stated. 

Barbel – A fleshy sensory appendage on the head, usually on the snout, around the mouth or on the chin. 

Caudal Fin – The median fin at the rear end of the body. 

Caudal Peduncle – The rear, usually slender, part of the body between the caudal fin base and the base of                                      

         the last dorsal- and anal-fin rays. 

Dorsal Fin – The median fin located on the back.  There are many variations of this fin in fish. 

Gill Cover (Operculum) – The various bones which cover the gills and open and close at the rear during        

                  respiration. 

Gill Rakers – Structures which project forward from the gill arches, like the teeth of a comb.  Very fine to     

 coarse in appearance based on what the fish eats. 

Isthmus – The triangular, front most part of the underside of the body; largely separated from the head, in 

 most bony fishes, by the gill opening 

Lateral Line – A canal along the body filled with sensory organs that detect pressure changes. 

Ocellus – An eyespot in which the central color is bordered by a ring of another color, which is also different 

 from the adjacent body color or fin. 

Pectoral Fins – A pair of fins generally located in the shoulder region of the fish 

Pelvic Fins – A pair of fins on the lower part of the body around the pelvic girdle.  These fins can vary in their 

 placement on the body in different fish species. 

Ray – One of the supporting elements, soft or spiny, in a fin. 

Snout – Portion of the head in front of the eyes and above the month. 

Tail – The portion of the body behind the anus. 
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