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Florida’s aquatic vegetation plays an important role in protecting and maintaining water quality, preventing
shoreline erosion and ensuring balanced fish and wildlife populations. Therefore, Florida law (369.20, 369.25,
369.251, Florida Statutes) requires all persons intending to control, remove, collect, sell or possess aquatic
plants for business purposes, to obtain a permit from the department unless an exemption for the activity has
been provided in statute or rule (Chapters 62C-20 and 62C-52, Florida Administrative Code).

The Bureau of Invasive Plant Management’s Field Operations Section oversees the implementation of these
laws and rules from seven regional offices strategically placed throughout the state. Bureau staff in these
offices provide the following functions:

Provide extension/education services concerning aquatic plant management
Annually survey the aquatic plant communities in approximately 450 public water bodies
Direct, review and monitor the control of noxious aquatic plants by contractors of the Department

Assist and coordinate with federal, state and local governments on issues related to aquatic plant
management

Regulate aquatic plant management activities through 2 permitting programs

Perform compliance/enforcement activities related to aquatic plant management
Aquatic Plant Management Permits

According to Chapter 62C-20, F.A.C., no person shall attempt to control, eradicate, remove, or otherwise alter
any aquatic plants in Florida waters without getting a permit from the Department of Environmental Protection
unless the water body is:

Totally owned by one person and not connected to waters of special concern
Artificially created and used exclusively for agricultural purposes

An electrical power plant cooling waterbody that is not part of or connected to waters designated as
manatee aggregation sites

Ten surface acres or less in size and is not connected to waters of special concern

According to s. 369.20(8), Florida Statutes, no permit is required for riparian owners to remove non-woody
vegetation and shrub species in freshwater bodies, other than Aquatic Preserves and Outstanding Florida Waters,
by physical or mechanical means along 50 feet or 50 percent of their shoreline, whichever is less, so that a boat
or swimmer can reach open water.

Many of the permits issued by the bureau’s regional offices are to private homeowners who want to clear
aquatic vegetation for access to a waterway. Recognizing the public’s desire for access and the need to protect
shoreline vegetation that provides critical fish and wildlife habitat along with maintaining an ecological balance,
the department provides for the limited removal of aquatic vegetation from water bodies.
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Aquatic Plant Importation, Transportation, Non-nursery Cultivation, Possession, and Collection

According to Chapter 62C-52, F.A.C., the bureau shall administer a program for the eradication, control, and to
prevent the introduction and dissemination of noxious and prohibited aquatic plants by regulating the importation,
transportation, non-nursery cultivation, collection, sale, or possession of aquatic plants. In addition, the bureau
is charged with protecting state lands and waterways from the improper and excessive collection of native
aquatic plants for the purposes of sale, revegetation, restoration, or mitigation.

The total number of permits issued under this program during FY 2001-2002 was 237, with the majority of
them being issued to private businesses that sell aquarium supplies.

Field Operations Activities Report

The following is a summation of some of the major activities preformed by the Bureau’s Field Operations
Section from July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002:

Permit Applications Received 3,411
Site Inspections Conducted 2,078
Final Agency Actions Taken on Permits 3,286
Violations Observed 1,073
Compliance/Enforcement Actions Taken 600
Permit Compliance Inspections Performed 2,632
Acres Surveyed 4,256,294
Hours Spent Coordinating & Monitoring Funded Plant Control Activities 4,282
Service Contacts Provided to Government Entities 9,190
Service Contacts Provided to the General Public 16,712
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Field Operations
Regional Office Locations

SUWANNEE RIVER

1498 South Country Club Rosd
Lake City, Florida 32025-64358
(386) 758-0464

SC 585-0464

FaX (386) 75B-0493

NORTHWEST FLORIDA, ‘%
3900 Commonwealth Blvd. M3 710
Tallahasses, FL3Z2399-3000

(850) 245-2809

SC 205-2809

FAX (850)245-2534

SOUTHYWEST FLORIDA

G355 South Florida Ave.
Flaral City, FL 34436
(362) 726-8622

FAX (352) 726-4911

ST, JOHWE RIVER

5882 South Semoran Blvd.
Otlando, FL32822

4073 275-4004

SC 343-4004

FAX [407) 27 5-4007

SOUTH GULF

B330% Laurel Fair Circle
Tampa, FL 33610
(813) 744-6163

5C 512-1076

FAX (B13) 744-6165

Bureau of InvasivePlant Management
SOUTH FLORIDA

3111 B-13 Fortune Way
Wellington, FL 33414
(561) 791-4720

SC 242-4720

FAX (BE1)791-4722

SOUTH CENTRAL

2001 Harmeland Garfield Rd.
Bartow , FL 323830
(B63)534-7074

SC 515-0493

FAX (B63) 534-7181
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