
  
 

 
Florida Project WILD/  

K- 12 Programs  
Facilitator Handbook  

Supplement  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Revised July 2009  

Second  Edition  

Compiled by: Lori M. Haynes  

Edited by Beverly Eikeland  

Project WILD/K - 12 Programs Coordinator  



 



 

iii  

Contacts  
 

 

Florida Project WILD  
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission  

Division of Habitat & Species Conservation  ¼Exotic Species Section  

http://MyFWC.com/educator/K12.html  

 

 

State Coordinator  

Lori Haynes  Toll - free:  (877) 45 0-WILD (9453),  

8535 Northlake Boulevard  Office: (561) 625 -5142  

West Palm Beach, FL  33412  Fax: (561) 625 -5129  
 E- mail:  lori.haynes@MyFWC.com  

Administrative Assistant  

Beverly Eikeland  Office: (850) 488 -4679  

620 South Meridian Street  Fax: (850) 921 -5778  

Tal lahassee, FL  32399 -1600  E- mail:  beverly.eikeland@MyFWC.com  
 

 

 

 

 National Project WILD  
 Council for Environmental Education     

 http://www.projectwild.org  
 

 

555  Morningside Drive, Suite 212  Office:  (713) 520 -1936  

Houston, TX  77005  Fax:  (713) 520 -8008    

 E- mail:  info@projectwild.org   
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://myfwc.com/educator/K12.html
mailto:beverly.eikeland@MyFWC.com
http://www.projectwild.org/
mailto:info@projectwild.org


 

iv 



 

v 

Contents  

 

Part I: Introduction  ................................ ................................ ....................  1  

 What Is Project WILD?  ................................ ................................ ............  2 

 Project WILDôs Mission  ................................ ................................ ............  3 
 Project WILDôs Goals ................................ ................................ ...............  3 

 History of Project WILD  ................................ ................................ ...........  3 

 Detailed History  of Project WILD  ................................ ...............................  5 

 History of Florida Project WILD  ................................ ................................  6 

 Florida Project WILD Network  ................................ ................................ ...  7 
  

Part II: Project WILD Materials and Programs  ................................ ...........  8  

 Materials  ................................ ................................ ...............................  8 

 Project WILD Activity Guide :  Conceptual Framework  ...............................  8 

 Science and Civics : Themes  ................................ ................................  9 
 Proyecto WILD  ................................ ................................ ..................  9 

 Flying WILD  ................................ ................................ ......................  9 

 Supplementary and Promotional Materials  ................................ ................  10  

 Workshops  ................................ ................................ ..........................  10  

 FWC K-12 Programs  ................................ ................................ .............  11  

 Schoolyard Wildlife Program  ................................ ..............................  11  
 Florida Black Bear  ................................ ................................ ............  11  

 Other Programs  ................................ ................................ ....................  11  

 Facilitator Men toring Program  ................................ ............................  11  

 Other Activities and Volunteer Opportunities  ................................ ........  12  

 
Part III: How WILD and the Sunshine State Standards Go Together  ........  13  

 Sunshine State Standards  ................................ ................................ .....  13  

 FCAT- friendly  Questions  ................................ ................................ ........  14  

 

Endnotes  ................................ ................................ ................................ .  18  
Appendices   ................................ ................................ ............................  18  

 

Appendix A: Workshop Forms  

 Works hop Proposal  ................................ ................................ ...............  19  

 Packing List  ................................ ................................ .........................  21  

 Pre/Post -Test  ................................ ................................ .......................  22  
 WILD Kingdom ( walk thr ough  the guide  for combination workshops )  ...........  24  

 Reporting Form  ................................ ................................ ....................  27  

 Project WILD Participant Survey  ................................ .............................  29  

Appendix B: Program Forms  

 Project WILD Facilitator Mentoring Guidelines  ................................ ...........  31  
 Facilitator Application  ................................ ................................ ............  32  

 Project WILD Mentoring Form  ................................ ................................  34  

 Other Activities Reporting Form  ................................ ..............................  36  



 

vi 

 
 

 

 



 

Part I: Introduction 

1 

Part I:  Introduction  
 

Welcome to the ranks of Project WILD (WILD) facilitators. You are joining a special group of 
educators and resource managers who are volu nteering to help educators obtain and learn 

to use WILD materials. In Florida, every WILD workshop should include the following:  

 

1.  An introduction to WILD .  This can be  fairly brief. The background you need is 
presented in Part I of this manual.  

2.  WILD  materia ls. This section is about the actual WILD  materials. You should be 

familiar with the Learning Cycle and Facilitation Skills material from the Florida PLT, 

WET, and WILD Facilitator Handbook (pages 6 and 31, respectively). Of course, you 
need to select acti vities that are appropriate for your group (see page 16 in the 

handbook for suggestions).  

3.  Correlation to the Sunshine State Standards (SSS) the Florida Comprehensive 

Assessment Test (FCAT). A section of this manual includes suggestions for activities 
that can supplement curricula by addressing SSS benchmarks and for preparing 

youth for the FCAT. If the workshop audience is teachers or people who work with 

teachers, this may be the most important component of the workshop.  

4.  WILD  activities. One key to presen ting a balanced workshop and presenting 
participants with a well - rounded look at the various activities in the Project WILD 

and Aquatic WILD Activity guides is to use activities from the different sections: 

Ecological Knowledge; Social and Political Knowle dge; and Sustaining Fish and 

Wildlife Resources. The manual includes a list of core activities to help guide you in 

planning the agenda.  
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WHAT IS PROJECT WILD ? 
 

Project WILD is one of the most widely used conservation and environmental education program s 
among educators of students in kindergarten through high school.  Project WILD capitalizes on the 

natural interest that children and adults have in wildlife by providing hands -on activities that 

enhance student learning in all subject and skill areas.  A  national network of State Wildlife Agency 

Sponsors ensures that Project WILD is available nationwide -  training educators in the many facets 

of the program.  Emphasizing wildlife because of its intrinsic value, Project WILD addresses the 
need for human be ings to develop as responsible citizens of our planet.   

 

Project WILD links students and wildlife through its mission to provide wildlife -based conservation 

and environmental education that fosters responsible actions toward wildlife and related natural 

resources. Through the use of balanced curriculum materials and professional training workshops, 
Project WILD accomplishes its goal of developing awareness, knowledge, skills and commitment. 

This results in the making of informed decisions, responsible beha vior, and constructive action 

concerning wildlife and the environment.  

 

Project WILD isé 

¶ W ildlife I n Learning Design  
¶ A supplementary, interdisciplinary, instructional program for educators of students in 

kindergarten through high school.  

¶ Ideal for integrat ion into the teaching of science, social studies, language arts, math, art, 

physical education, health, music, and other curriculum areas.  

¶ Used by classroom teachers, resource specialists, naturalists, rangers, scout and youth 
leaders, camp counselors, an d other nonformal educators.  

¶ A source of innovative techniques and methods for teaching basic skills, problem solving and 

decision -making.  

¶ Helping to meet the national and state objectives of high standards for all students through 

activities that will eng age all learning styles and learners.  
¶ Balanced and fair, neither pro nor con on value -sensitive issues.  

¶ Extensively reviewed, tested, and evaluated.  

¶ Praised by professional educators, wildlife biologists, parents, and students.  

¶ Captivating education - it's l ively, interactive, instructional strategies make learning fun!  

 
Project WILD Audience  

Project WILD's primary audience is educators of kindergarten through high school students. 

However, this does not limit the usefulness of Project WILD to formal educati onal settings. 

Volunteers working with young people in pre -school and 

after -school programs; representatives of private 

conservation, industry or other community groups who 
are interested in providing instructional programs for 

young people or their educat ors; and personnel 

involved in preparation of future teachers are all among 

those who effectively use the instructional resources of 

this program.  
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Project WILD Network   
Project WILD would not exist were it not for the dedication and commitment of teache rs, wildlife 

biologists, interested citizens, school administrators and other education enthusiasts.  Project 

WILD's educational materials are provided to educators across the US and in seven other countries 

through practical, interactive workshops conduct ed by a network of representatives of sponsoring 

state wildlife, natural resources, and educational agencies. The dedication and commitment of 

many volunteers make Project WILD possible at the state and local levels.  

 

 

PROJECT WILD MISSION and GOALS  
 
Proj ect WILD's mission is to provide wildlife -based conservation and environmental education that 

fosters responsible actions toward wildlife and related natural resources.  

 

The goal of Project WILD is to assist learners of any age in developing awareness, kn owledge, skills 

and commitment to result in informed decisions, responsible behavior and constructive actions 
concerning wildlife and the environment upon which all life depends.  

 

 

HISTORY OF PROJECT WILD  
 

Founding Sponsors  
Project WILD became available in  1983 through the hard work and dedication of many groups 

including CEE, the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and state departments of 

education.  

 

Project WILD is administered by the Council for Environmental Education (CEE) [formerly Wes tern 

Regional Environmental Education Council, Inc. (WREEC)] and is co -sponsored with the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA). The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 

Agencies is comprised of the directors of public agencies resp onsible for management of wildlife in 

member states. WREEC was founded in 1970 in a unique and visionary effort to create a 

partnership between education and natural resource professionals in the 13 western states.  

 
In 1996, WREEC officially changed its name to the Council for 

Environmental Education (CEE) to reflect its national network of state 

department of education and natural resource agency professionals. 

CEE's mission is to support environmental education through the 

management and development of environmental education programs; to 
publish and disseminate environmental education materials; and to 

facilitate the development and maintenance of partnerships      for 

environmental education.  

 

The Project WILD Program Committee, CEE staff, CEE Board o f Directors, and all organizational and 

state sponsors are dedicated to achieving the highest possible standards of professional quality, 
factual accuracy, and objectivity in all programs, activities, and materials bearing the Project WILD 

name. Project WI LD has adopted policies and guidelines that state the program's commitment to 

neutrality on controversial issues, treating such issues fairly and honestly without advocating any 

particular point of view and recognizing that people need information from a v ariety of sources to 

make their own informed decisions. Project WILD programs, activities, and materials are not to be 
used to promote agency or organizational policies or political points of view.  
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State Sponsor -  Florida  
Project WILD is sponsored through out the U.S. in all 50 states and in several countries. Typically, 

state fish and wildlife agencies play a key role in WILD sponsorship. In Florida, the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) sponsors the WILD program, including workshops and 

materials.  The Project WILD Coordinator located under the Habitat and Species Conservation 

Division ¼Exotic Species Coordination Section leads coordination and implementation of the Project 

WILD/K -12 Programs.  
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Detailed History of Project WILD  
1970  The Western Regional Environmental Education Council, Inc. (WREEC) is founded to create 

a partnership and network between education and natural resource professionals.  

1973  WREEC and the American Forest Institute (now the American Forest Foundation) begin 

development of Project Learning Tree (PLT).  

1976  PLT officially becomes available, starting in 13 western states.  

1979  Project WILD (Wildlife in Learning Design) conceived at WREEC annual meeting.  
1980  WREEC contracted by 12 WAFWA states to develop Project WILD.  

1981  Development of Project WILD begins.  

1982  Development, testing and revision of Project WILD.  

1983  Project WILD premieres. Project WILD Elementary Activity Guide is distributed in the fall. 

20 states are involved.  
1984  Project WILD Secondary Activity Guide released in J anuary to 31 states and Canada.  

1985  35 state sponsors have adopted Project WILD.  

1986  39 state sponsors; development of Project WILD Aquatic Education Activity Guide.  

1987  Project WILD Aquatic Education Activity Guide released.  

1988  5 th  Anniversary! 41 state sponsors act ively conducting Project WILD workshops, and 
program is initiated in India.  

1989  Project WILD grows to 47 states actively conducting the program.  

1990  Project WILD now reaching 49 sponsors.  

1991  President's Environmental and Conservation Challenge Award received. Miss ouri joins 

Project WILD to now include 50 states actively conducting the program, plus six national 
and five international sponsors, including Sweden.  

1992  Elementary and Secondary Guides updated and combined into one K -12 volume; Aquatic 

Guide updated. Projec t WILD Action Program launched with funding from NFWF and Phillips 

Petroleum Company. Project WILD sponsorship expanded to Czech Republic and Iceland.  

1993  10 th  Anniversary! WILD School Sites released. Elk Education Project conceived and 

developed with Rocky M ountain Elk Foundation; Project WILD National Office established in 
Bethesda, MD.  

1994  Exploring School Nature Areas (video) and WILD About Elk released.  

1995  Taking Action guide, poster "Exploring and Experiencing a World of Wildlife" and new 4 -

color brochure rel eased.  

1996  WREEC transitions to CEE and a new National Board of Directors is established.  
1997  Project WILD National Office relocates to Gaithersburg, MD from Bethesda, MD.  

1998  15 th  Anniversary!  

1999  Spanish Supplement of Project WILD Activities and released. Pilot test ing of Science and 

Civics: Sustaining Wildlife initiated. Project WILD sponsored in Japan.  

2000  Updates of WILD and Aquatic WILD including 25 new activities and new learning framework 
released.  

2001  Project WILD National Office relocates to Houston, TX.  

2002  Partnersh ip initiated with National Wildlife Federation (NWF) for distribution of Science and 

Civics: Sustaining Wildlife. Science and Civics guide printed.  

2003  20 th  Anniversary! Since 1983, over 900,000 educators and 48 million youth have 

participated in Project WILD  programming. Fifty state sponsors plus the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico; additional countries including Canada, Czech Republic, Iceland, 

India, Japan and Sweden sponsor the program.  

 

  

2004  Project WILD develops and releases Project WILD: Connecting w ith No Child Left Behind 
booklet and WILD About Reading! Poster. Student pages are now available electronically for 

WILD Educators. Flying WILD: An Educator's Guide to Celebrating Birds is released.  
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2005  Project WILD launches its new website  www.projectwild.org  and the Proyecto WILD Guide 
layout gets a face - lift.  

2006  and beyond! One million educators trained!  The future looks WILD!  Our goals include 

increasing the involvement of urban audiences in Project WILD activitie s; additional 

programming to meet the needs of early childhood educators and students; increasing the 

use of Project WILD in pre -service teacher training; and the development of new 

partnerships and program opportunities.  
 

 

HISTORY OF FLORIDA PROJECT WILD  
 

198 0 - 81:  WILD came to Florida via Da le Crider, Wildlife Biologist for the Florida Game and 

 Freshwater Fish Commission and now a WILD  musician.  
1982:  First Florida Project WILD coordinator   

19 86 :  First Leadership workshop was held and volunteer facilitators were trained.  

19 89 :   First Call o f the WILD was held.  

1990   Handbook to Schoolyard Plants and Animals was developed  through a Nongame  Wildlife 

Program grant  

1992   Schoolyard Activities and Ecology, companion to the Handbook, was developed   through 
a Nongame Wildlife Program grant  

1993 - 94  Action G rant Program was started  

1995  Scho olyard Ecosystems of Florida developed  

1999  Florida Black Bear was developed  in partnership with the Defenders of Wildlife  

2004   Project WILD moved to the newly formed Habitat and Species Conservation Division 
 under the Exotic Species Coordination section.  

 

http://www.projectwild.org/
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Florida Project WILD Network  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ASSOCIATED PROGRAMS  
 

Project WILD is a sister program of two other popular national environmental education programs, 
Project Learning Tree and Project WET. Project Learning Tree uses the forest as a ñwindow on the 

worldò to increase understanding of our environment, while Project WET promotes stewardship of 

water resources.  
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Part II: Proje ct WILD Materials and Programs  
 

PROJECT WILD MATERIALS  

 
The instructional materials are designed to support state and national academic standards 

appropriate for grades K -12.  WILD activities are organized around a conceptual framework, which 

addresses th ree sections of wildlife conservation.  Each section is divided into topic areas that 

correspond to the conceptual framework.   All Project WILD materials are of educational soundness, 

balance, and content accuracy and pilot tested by classroom teachers.  
 

Project WILD educational materials are provided to those who attend instructional workshops 

offered by certified leaders and supported by a network of sponsoring state, national, and 

international agencies.   Project WILD's core curricular materials; the Project WILD K -12 Curriculum 

and Activity Guide , the  Project WILD Aquatic K -12 Curriculum and Activity Guide , and Science and 

Civics: Sustaining Wildlife , are NOT for sale. In Florida, guides are distributed free of cost to 
participants at Project WILD worksh ops courtesy of the FWC.  

 

Project WILD and Project WILD Aquatic K - 12 Curriculum and WILD Activity Guides  

The Project WILD K -12 Curriculum and Activity Guide  focuses 

on wildlife and habitat. The Project WILD Aquatic K -12 
Curriculum and Activity Guide  emp hasizes aquatic wildlife and 

aquatic ecosystems. The curriculum is organized into three 

sections and each section is divided into topic areas that 

correspond with the conceptual framework.  Activities within 

each topic are ordered by complexity, moving the  students 
from awareness to action.  
 

  Conceptual Framework  

The conceptual framework serves as the conceptual basis for activities in the Project WILD  and 
Project WILD Aquatic K ï12 Curriculum and Activity Guides .  The framework is part of an overall 

ñlearning framework,ò a matrix that organizes all Project WILD concepts and major subject area 

learning standards for each activity.  The framework provides the structure, direction, and 

purpose for the activities.  
 

    Ecological Knowledge  

¶ Wildlife Populations  

¶ Habitats, Ecosystems, and Niches  

¶ Interdependence  
¶ Changes and Adaptations  

¶ Biodiversity  

    Social and Political Knowledge  

¶ Cultural Perspectives  

¶ Economic, Commercial, and Recreational Considerations  

¶ Historical and Geographic Development   
     Sustai ning Fish and Wildlife Resources  

¶ Attitudes and Awareness  

¶ Human Impacts  

¶ Issues and Trends  

¶ Wildlife Management  
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Activities  
The activities found in Project WILD instructional materials are intended for use in both 

classroom and informal settings.  Act ivities are interdisciplinary and designed for integration  

into existing courses of study, or an entire set of activities may serve as the basis for a course 

of study.  Activities can  be used singly, sequentially, or in clusters.  The activities can easily  be 

adapted to meet the learning requirements for academic disciplines ranging from science and 

environmental education to social studies, math, and language arts.  Educators may choose one 
or more activities to teach a concept or skill.   

 

Each Project WI LD activity contains all the information needed to conduct that activity including 

objectives, method, background information, a list of materials needed, procedures, evaluation 

suggestions, recommended grade levels, subject areas, duration, group size, se tting, and key 
terms. A glossary is provided, as well as a cross - reference by topics and skills.  

 

One key to presenting a balanced workshop and presenting participants with a well - rounded 

look at the various activities in the Project WILD and Aquatic WILD  Activity Guides is to use at 

least one activity from each section of the guide.  
 

Science and Civics: Sustaining Wildlife  

Science and Civics  is designed to meet the needs of secondary educators to prepare 

students to implement service - learning projects th at focus on the environment.  

The program helps teachers and students meet state requirements by using the 
environment as a means to apply concepts in science and social studies to real -

world situations. The curriculum guides students in the investigation of wildlife 

concerns and encourages them to apply their knowledge in responsible action 

projects that benefit wildlife, people and the environment. Participating states offer 

the guide through Science and Civics workshops.  Florida does not currently offer  

wor kshops, except on very rare occasions.  
 

Proyecto WILD  

This guide contains 34 translated activities selected from the Project WILD and 

Project WILD Aquatic K -12 Curriculum and Activity Guides . Proyecto WILD is 

meant to introduce Project WILD to new aud iences ï formal and nonformal 

educators ï who work in primarily Spanish speaking communities.  
  
 

Flying WILD  

Flying WILD introduces students to bird conservation through standards -based 
classroom activities and environmental stewardship projects.  Flying WILD encourages 

schools to work closely with conservation organizations, community groups and 

businesses involved with birds to implement school bird festivals and bird conservation 

projects.  

 
 

 

Growing Up WILD  

Project WILD has been  currently working with  writers and early childhood experts to produce a 

national early childhood guide called Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children . The 

new guide is newly printed  and has just been added to Floridaôs available curriculum.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY and  PRO MOTIONAL MATERIALS  
 

WILD School Sites  
This guide helps students and teachers learn about the importance of 

biodiversity, the basic steps to creating a wildlife habitat, developing an action 

plan and gain community support. The goal of this guide is to ass ist 

educators and their students in taking responsible action to improve their 

communities for people and wildlife ðbeginning on their school grounds.  
 

 

Taking Action  

Taking ACTION inspires ideas and provides models for conducting effective 

environmental p rojects ð projects that dynamically engage students from start to 
finish.  From adopting species to protecting habitats to saving energy and creating 

publications, this guide will help educators plan, implement, and evaluate 

environmental action projects.  

 

 
 

Project WILD Brochure  

ñProject WILD, Conserving Wildlife through Educationò sums up the key features of 

Project WILD.  Florida has its  own brochure titled ñProject WILD: From Awareness to Responsible 

Actionò which describes the Project WILD program in Florida.  

 
 

Connecting With No Child Left Behind  

This booklet was developed to emphasize how Project WILD workshops and 

training programs meet key characteristics of high quality professional 

development specified in No Child Left Behind Act. This booklet i s a useful tool 
for educators in helping to make decisions about their professional 

development options.  

 

 

WILD About Reading Poster  
The ñWILD About Readingò poster illustrates the link between Language Arts and learning about 

wildlife and habitat through Project WILD. The Aquatic WILD activity ñAquatic Timesò is included as 

a sample that emphasizes Language Arts skills as students produce an aquatic habitat themed 

newspaper.  

 
 

WORKSHOPS  
National Project WILD suggests that educators attend a six -hour (minim um) workshop to receive 

the activity guide. This allows the facilitator to model activities from each theme.  
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FWC K - 12 PROGRAMS  
 

The Schoolyard Wildlife Project  
The Schoolyard Wildlife Project is an environmental education program teaches educators of K-12 

students how to turn school grounds into effective outdoor classrooms. The 

resources incorporate Floridaôs natural history into your curricula to teach 

environmental awareness, problem -solving, basic biology and ecological 

principles.  The Schoolyard Wildlife Project offers two types of hands -on, 
interactive, one -day workshops:  

Schoolyard Wildlife Activities and Ecology workshops provide 

educators with high quality, Florida -specific natural history and ecology lessons, and natural 

science explorations.  This four -  to six -hour workshop targets educators in grades K -6. 

Participants receive the Handbook to Schoolyard Plants & Animals  and the Schoolyard 
Wildlife Activity Guide .  

Schoolyard Ecosystems workshops teach educators about local ecosystems and how to  

involve their students in the creation, restoration or enhancement of native wildlife habitats 

on school grounds. This six -hour workshop targets educators in grades K -12. Participants 

receive the Schoolyard Ecosystems of Florida book.  

 
Florida Black Bear  

The Florida Black Bear Curriculum is a comprehensive series of lessons on the natural history and 

conservation needs of Florida's black bear. The lessons are designed to educate and stimulate 

teachers and students in grades 3 -8 and address many subject ar eas. Each lesson is correlated to 

the Sunshine State Standards.  Free 4 -6 hour educator workshops are offered on the same basis as 
the other K -12 programs.  Educators must attend a workshop to receive the curriculum guide.  

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS  
 

Facilitator Men toring Program  

The facilitator -mentoring program provides a system for training new workshop facilitators with the 

support of seasoned facilitators. Because there is a limited number of facilitator training workshops 

offered, interested WILD educators can  become facilitators through the mentoring process and do 
not have to wait for a facilitator - training workshop in their area.  

  

Trainees will learn how to be a facilitator in a real workshop setting and will be involved in a 

workshop from beginning to end,  from preparation to follow -up. Their designated mentor will guide 

the trainee in the process of planning a workshop and integrate the trainee into the workshop at 
various levels.  

 

Candidates who have successfully demonstrated their ability and commitment  to becoming a 

facilitator will receive a recommendation to be a WILD facilitator.  

 

Facilitator mentoring candidate criteria and an application can be found in Appendix C.   
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Other Activities and Volunteer Opportunities  
There are several other activities y ou can do to help the WILD program grow. In addition to 

conducting workshops, a facilitator can become involved in WILD in other areas such as promotion, 

networking, and recognition. For example:  

 

¶ Serve on the WILD advisory committee.  

¶ Mentor a new facilit ator.  
¶ Encourage the use of WILD and the development of additional WILD workshops in your region.  

¶ Follow up with a team of teachers to integrate WILD activities across grade levels with a 

particular school or district.  

¶ Give a presentation to educators or a dministrators about WILD.  

 
To volunteer your time to support WILD in other ways besides facilitating a workshop, fill out the 

Other Activities Reporting Form found in Appendix C . These additional activities are reported in the 

annual report sent to the Nat ional Project WILD office.  
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Part III: How Project WILD and the Sunshine State Standards Go Together  
 

SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS  

 
The Florida Department of Education has developed SSS and benchmarks for four grade clusters in 

seven subjects. In addition, the  FCAT measures selected benchmarks to assess student knowledge 

and skill in reading, writing, math, and science, grades 3 ï10. Teachers use the SSS to guide their 

lesson plan development, their choice of units, and the content of their teaching. In an effor t to 

make it easier for teachers to implement WILD, Project WILD and Aquatic WILD K -12 Activity 
Guides are correlated to these standards. The correlations are found at MyFWC.com,  click on 

Learning & F un and then Educators. That will take you to additional links .   Correlations to the 

Florida Black Bear Curriculum can be found within each lesson.  Schoolyard Wildlife and 

Ecosystems activities have  currently also been  correlated.  

 

During a workshop, faci litators should demonstrate the SSS connections to each activity. Before 
the workshop, gather the SSS benchmarks that correlate to the theme of the workshop. If the 

workshop focuses on science, then choose the science standards for the appropriate grades. Or if 

the workshop is focused on reading, bring the reading benchmarks.   The following is two sample 

activities to help participants make SSS correlations during the workshop.  

 
SSS Index Cards  

1.  Go to the Florida Department of Education SSS website -  

http://www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/  .  

A.  Go to the column that reads SSS with Grade Level Expectations.  

B.  Find the grade sub -column and go down until you reach the appropriate subject line.  

C. Click on tha t dot.  

D.  Print out the Standards.  

E. Cut out each standard with associated benchmarks.  

F. Glue them to note cards.  
2.  Hand out the note cards so that each participant has one at the beginning of the workshop.  

3.  After each activity, ask the participants if the stand ards they have on their card would apply to 

that activity. The great thing is that there is no correct answer! Usually more than one 

benchmark will fit an activity. Each participant may see that the activity has a different value to 
the curriculum they use . Summarizing the benchmarks will aid in seeing how WILD activities 

can enhance their existing curricula.  

 

If your group is made up of a variety of grade levels or subject areas, you can make cards for all 

levels and subjects and give the appropriate ones  to the correct teacher. For example, a third -

grade teacher would receive the 3 ï5 grade SSS and benchmarks.  
 

Table Folders  

1.  Pick an activity from the activity guide or one you are teaching at your workshop.  

2.  Cut out pictures from magazines that represent th e WILD activity and glue to manila  folder.  

3.  Copy and glue or write on the folder the activity objectives, grade level, subject, etc.  
4.  Print out the corresponding SSS correlations for that activity and glue to folder ï correlations 

can be found at http://myfwc.com/educator/standards.html .  

5.  Decorate tables with folders.  Participants will be able to read and see objectives and 

correlations of each activity taught.  

http://myfwc.com/educator/standards.html
http://www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/
http://myfwc.com/educator/standards.html
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FCAT - LIKE PROMPTS*  
 

Many teachers and a dministrators are concerned that their curriculum prepares students to score 
well on the FCAT. WILD activities are well suited to assist this goal in several ways:  

1.  Many WILD activities help students practice reading, writing, and math skills.  

2.  Most WILD act ivities address science benchmarks, helping teachers address those standards.  

3.  All WILD activities have excellent discussion questions that enable teachers to engage students 

in higher order thinking skills.  
 

In addition, WILD activities can be a springboar d to additional exercises that mimic FCAT - type 

questions.  

 

The following are examples of Project WILD FCAT - like prompts for reading, writing, and math 

benchmarks created by Pelotes Island Nature Preserve Staff .  You can find more  Project and 
Aquatic WILD  prompts at http://pelotes.jea.com/  and  PW, AW and Schoolyard WILD prompts at  

http://myfwc.com/LEARNING/Learn_FCATStandards.htm   You can use these i n a workshop to 

inspire teachers to make similar prompts. Caution them that these prompts did not come from the 

official Department of Education FCAT office, but are merely examples.  

 
Grades 4 - 5  

Project WILD -  Bearly Born and How Many Bears  

 

READING  

1.  The following statement is contained in this article: ñAlthough they do not normally eat 
carrion, they will turn over dead and decaying animals to find and eat the protein - rich  

 maggots.ò Based on context clues, what is the meaning of the word ñcarrionò? 

a) Protein - rich maggots  

b) Black bear cubs  

c) Decaying animals  
d) Food items large enough that bears canôt carry them off 

 

2.  People and bears both have families. Based on your reading of the article, discuss one 

similarity and one difference between the fa mily life of people and bears. Use details and 

information from the article to support your answer.  

 
Use the definitions for bear living spaces from ñHow Many Bears Can Live in This Forest?ò 

to answer questions 3 -4.  

 

3.  The following pairs name bear and h uman living spaces. Choose the pair that does  

NOT match the bear living space with its corresponding human living space.  
a) Bedding Site, Bedroom  

b) Travel way , Highway  

c) Den, Dining room  

d) Feeding Site, Fast food restaurant  

 

http://pelotes.jea.com/
http://myfwc.com/LEARNING/Learn_FCATStandards.htm
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4.  Think about the similari ties and differences between the kinds of living spaces bears  
and humans need to survive. Compare the similarities and differences between two kinds of 

living spaces used by bears and humans. Use details and information from the article to 

support your ans wer.  

 

WRITING  

1.  All animals, including humans, need shelter. Think about the different kinds of shelters that 
people live in. Write to explain your favorite type of shelter.  

2.  Bear cubs stay with their mothers until they are about one year old. Think a bout ways that 

bear cubs and human babies are different. Write to explain ways that bear cubs and human 

babies are different from each other.  

3.  Bears are omnivores, eating meat and plants. Think about the foods you eat, and  
decide whether or not you consi der yourself an ñomnivore.ò Write to explain why you are or 

are not an omnivore.  

4.   Bears and people sometimes come into contact around camping areas where food has been 

left out in the open. Think about how you might feel if a black bear walked into your  

campground. Write a story about how you might feel and react if a black bear visited you.  
 

MATH  

1.  A female black bear is pregnant for 7 months, and a female human is pregnant for 9 -

months. The ration of pregnancy length for black bears to humans is 7/9.  Which of the 

following has the same value as this fraction? Round your answer to the nearest hundredth.  
a) 0.77  

b) 0.78  

c) 1.28  

d) 1.29  

2.  Which of the following pairs of units are most appropriate for measuring the weight of a 

newborn bear and an adult bear?  
a) Ounces and pounds  

b) Inches and feet  

c) Liters and gallons  

d) Centimeters and cubic feet  

3.  Sally weighed 15 pounds when she was one -year -old. A one -year -old female bear cub 
weighs 30 pounds. When Sally is 20 -years -old, she weighs 120 pounds. An 8-year -old 

female bear weighs 185 pounds. What is the average weight gained by people and bears 

during a year of their lives? Round your answer to the nearest tenth, and be sure to show 

your work.  

 
Use the following data to answer questions 4 -5.  

Female One  Year Oldéééé..30 pounds 

Female Adult (8 Years Old) é150 pounds 

Male One Year Oldééééé. 50 pounds 

Male Adult (8 Years Old) éé. 275 pounds 

 
4.  The information above shows that male bears gain 225 pounds between the ages of one and 

eight. Assume that bears grow the same amount during each of these seven years. Male 

Bear #123 weighed 50 pounds when he was one -year old  and the park rangers want to 

figure out what he probably weighs now, three years later. Use the data above to estimate 

how much Bear 123 weigh s after growing for three more years.  
Show your work below or explain your answer using words.  
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5.  On the grid below, make a line graph showing the male and female black bear weights at 
one -year -old, four -years -old and at eight -years -old. Be sure to title your graph, label the 

axes, and use accurate and consistent scales.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Aquatic WILD ï Where Have All the Salmon Gone?  

 

READING  

1.  Read the following sentence from the timeline. ñGovernment launches a 

massive hatchery prog ram for Fish 1, 2, and 5.ò What does the word ñhatcheryò 
mean?  

a) Fishing  

b) Logging  

c) Scientific research  

d) Breeding  
 

2.  What is the purpose of this historical timeline?  

a) To describe how people have affected fish populations in the area.  

b) To tell t he history of fishing equipment in the area.  

c) To explain how the government affected the fishing industry.  

d) To teach how fish migrate from oceans to rivers.  
3.  Why did the government ban the commercial use of some fish, establish fish  

 hatcheries, and  establish ocean fishing regulations?  

a) To decrease the number of people fishing.  

b) To increase the number of people fishing.  

c) To increase the population of some fish species.  
d) To decrease the population of some fish species.  

4.  Reread the ñHistorical Dataò timeline. Think about the events that occurred from 

 1915 ï 1953 that may have reduced the areaôs fish population. Explain at least 3 

 events that may have caused a drop in the numbers of fish. Be sure to include  

 reasons that the events may have a ffected the fish population based on information in the 
timeline.  

 

WRITING  

1.  People use fish for many different things. Think of an experience youôve had with 

fish, like catching them, eating them, seeing them in an aquarium, etc. Write to  
explain how yo u have used or enjoyed fish.  
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2.  The idea of going home means different things for different people. Think of a time  

when you came home after being on vacation or at school all day. Write to explain  

how you felt when returning home.  

3.  There are not man y swordfish left in the oceans because so many have been caught  

by people and used for food. Think about what might happen if people keep fishing  

for swordfish. Write a letter to the owner of a local seafood restaurant to explain to  
him why he should no lo nger offer swordfish on his menu.  

 

MATH  

1.  The fishermen on the fishing boat TRV Surf can catch 50 pounds of fish in ten  

minutes. How many ounces of fish can they catch in ten minutes?  
(Hint: 1 pound = 16 ounces)  

a) 56 ounces  

b) 1000 ounces  

c) 31 ounces  

d) 800 ounces  
2. Which is the most appropriate unit for measuring the length of a fish?  

a) Pounds  

b) Inches  

c) Gallons  

d) Miles  
 

Use the information in the table ñMillions of Pounds of Fish Caughtò on pg. 111 to complete 

Questions 3 -  5.  

 

3.  About ? of th e fish caught from 1970 -1979 were Fish 1. Which of the following is  

the same value as ? ? Round your answer to the hundredth decimal place.  
a) 0.58  

b) 0.63  

c) 1.60  

d) 0.32  

4.  Which number sentence describes the average weight of the fish catches from  
1910 -1939 for Fish 2?  

a) 13 · 3 

b) 13 + 3  

c)  3 · 13  

d) 13 x 3  
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Endnotes  
Thank you for becoming a WILD facilitator. You are joining a select group of dedicated educators 

and resource professionals who help improve the quality of environmental education avai lable to 

Floridaôs youth. To help your WILD workshops go smoothly, a variety of forms and supplemental 

information are available on the following pages. Below is a description of information/material that 

can be found in the appendices.  

 
Appendix A  

PAPERWORK -  workshop proposal, checklist, pre/post - test, WILD kingdom, reporting form and 

participant survey.  These are the most commonly used forms; they are also found on the Florida 

Project WILD website.  

 
Appendix B  

This section includes the mentoring guidel ines, facilitator application, mentoring form and 

additional activities report form.  
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WORKSHOP PROPOSAL  
 

 

Date of Workshop :___________________________     

Name:  ________________________________________________   
(One name only; list additional names under additional facilitators) 

 

Material Mailing Address:  (check one) Ã  Business Ã  Residential (Please, no PO Boxes) 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________     _ State: ______ Zip: _______ ________ 
       

Day Phone:  (_____)____________ ____  Phone for public interest: (_____)__________________ 

E-mail for public interest & Fed-Ex tracking:  _____________________________ ______________ 

Can we post on the Web site for public interest?  Ã Yes Ã No 

Additional PW facilitators:_________________________________________  ________ 

Location of workshop: (Name of park, school, center, etc) 
_______________________________           
 

City:  ____________________________  ___________County:       
 

 

Audience/Number of participants: __________ 

Teachers: Ã Elementary Ã  Pre-service teachers  Ã  Youth organizations 

 Ã Middle Ã  Homeschool teachers  Ã  Youth camp staff     

  Ã High   Ã  Agency staff  Ã School administrators    

  Ã  Private conservation groups  Ã  Other __________     

 

Registration fee (if any):  __________________________________________________________________ 

    

 

 

Continued on Back  

Type of workshop:  (circle ONE ð one workshop per form) 

Project WILD (6 hours)                                                  Aquatic WILD (6 hours) 

Project WILD/Aquatic WILD Combination (6 hours) Wet, WILD, & Woodsy (6 hours) 

Schoolyard Wildlife Activities & Ecology (4 hours)                Schoolyard Ecosystems (6 hours) 

Schoolyard Wildlife/Ecosystems Combination (8 hours) 

FL Black Bear Curriculum (4 - 6 hours)   Taking Action (3 ð 6 hours) 

Presentation Only (<6 hours)  Flying WILD (3 ð 6 hours) Growing Up WILD (4 hours) 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

RECEIVED ____________ 

W ___ F___ File___ Cal___ 

SENT_________________ 



 

20 

 

 

 

Tentative agenda:  (Please include times & activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
To  order  workshop materials, please attach the appr opriate 

workshop packing list.  
 

Mail to :   Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission  

  Project WILD  

  620 South Meridian Street  

  Tallahassee, FL  32399 -1600  
  Phone: 850/488 -4679  

Fax to:     850/921 -5778  

E- mail to:  beverly.eikeland@MyFWC.com 

 

Please mail or fax this proposal with appropriate checklist at least four  (4) weeks  
in advance to en sure adequate packing and shipp ing time.   

 

Materials are shipped Fed -Ex and should arrive approximately one w eek in advance of your 
proposed workshop date provided that you have submitted your proposal with all needed 

information four (4) weeks in advance .  Your completion of all the necessary forms is 

greatly appreciated.  
 

Thank you !  
 

 
 

 

mailto:beverly.eikeland@MyFWC.com
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Project WILD/Aquatic WILD Packing List  
 

 

 

The following is a list of available Project WILD materials.  In keeping with the WILD philosophy, we are taking action to conserve 

supplies as well as postage.  Check your supplies from previous workshops and order only what you will need.  Please list the 

amount of each item on the ____.  You may do a Project WILD workshop or an Aquatic WILD workshop together or separately. 
 

Facilitator supplies 
 

___ Instruction to facilitators 

___ Sign-in sheets (20 names per page)   

___ Facilitator reporting form 

___ Workshop proposal form 

___ Project WILD/Aquatic WILD packing list 

___ Postage paid envelope (to return paperwork  

and extra forms) 

___ Workshop announcement poster for next workshop 

___ Travel reimbursement (mileage) form 

___ Door prize pack ð Only one pack per workshop, please 

 

Participant workshop supplies  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional participant workshop supplies 
 

___ Project WILD Florida Style (FL program overview)  

___ Use of WILD activities memo 

___ Information request forms 

___ FWC contact information 

___ Project WILD button pattern 

           (you supply button maker & supplies) 

 

Informational supplies 
 

___ Schoolyard Wildlife Project brochure 

___ Florida Black Bear Curriculum brochure 

___ Prescribed fire brochure 

___ Key Deer brochure 

___ Florida Wildlife Magazine (sample issues) 

___ Florida Wildlife Magazine order form 

___ Florida Invaders insert 

___   Floridaõs Native Snakes brochure 

  LEEF brochure (League of Environmental Educators of 

Florida) 

 

 

Sample resource information 

Please, only one per workshop 
 

Correlations for: 

__ Boy Scout   __ Girl Scout   __ Brownie   

__ Campfire 
 

If you would like a textbook cross-reference, indicate grade 

level and which textbook(s) below: 

___ Addison Wesley Science 

___ Holt Science 

___ Houghton Mifflin Language Arts 

___ Silver Burdett Science Horizons 

___ Silver Burdett Science Series 

Grade Level(s) _________________________ 

 

 

 

Aquatic WILD supplies 
___ Aquatic WILD Activity guides 

___ Certificates 

___ Aquatic WILD Pre/Post tests 

___ A WILD Swim 

___ Name tags 

___ Participant survey/evaluation forms 

 

Project WILD supplies 
___ Project WILD Activity guides 

___ Certificates 

___ Project WILD Pre/Post tests 

___ A WILD Walk 

___ Name tags 

___ Participant survey/evaluation forms 

 

 

Combination PW/AW WILD supplies 
___ Project WILD Activity guides 

___ Aquatic WILD Activity guides 

___ Certificates 

___ A Wild Kingdom 

___ Pre/Post tests 

___ Name tags 

___ Participant survey/evaluation forms 

 


